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A Week's A Long\Time InFoothall| Dept. 
Socceroos tame Welsh Dragons 


Wilkinson: China 
is “new Europe” 


Central Coast Mariners captain 
and fan favourite, Alex Wilkin- 
son, believes Australian foot- 
ballers will increasingly look to 
China as an avenue to further 
their careers, with big bucks 
being offered by the leagues 
emerging clubs. 

Having returned to training with 
his Mariners teammates on Mon- 
day following a loan spell with 
Jiangsu Sainty in the Chinese Su- 
per League (CSL), Wilkinson la- 
belled the financial opportunities 
in the nation akin to those avail- 
able in Europe. 

“Obviously the money that the 
presidents and the clubs can 
splash around is huge, but that’s 
because the country (China) 
has over a billion people in it,” 
Wilkinson said. 

“T think that is the last time you 
will see players going on loan 
there, because it’s going to be dif- 
ficult with the A-League starting 
and finishing later. But I think you 
are going to see a lot more play- 
ers transferring there — | think it’s 
sort of the new Europe.” 

“Clubs are allowed an extra Asian 
player in their squads over there, 
so many of the teams are looking 
to take advantage of using Aussie 
players,” he said. 

While the 26-year-old Mariners 
stalwart said the financial might 
of many Chinese franchises far 
outweighed the cash on offer from 
Australian clubs, he believes that 
the Hyundai A-League more than 
matches the CSL on the pitch. 

Indeed, Wilkinson’s recent ex- 
perience in the CSL augurs well 
for the Yellow and Navy’s AFC 
Champions League campaign in 
2012, with the club almost certain 
to face Chinese opposition in the 
group stage. 

“The top half of the Chinese 
league has got some very good 
teams, but I think the A-League’s 
on par if not stronger than most 
of those top teams — we’re going 
along pretty nicely,” he said. 

Just two days back into train- 
ing with the Mariners in the lead 
up to the 2011/12 Hyundai A- 
League season, Wilkinson added 
that some of the clubs’ new addi- 
tions had already impressed him; 
however the fact management 
had kept the bulk of last years’ 
successful side together is what 
excites him the most. 

“Obviously we’ve brought in 
a bit of quality and a number of 
faces who are going to add a lot of 
things to the team,” he said. 

“But we’ve kept the core of the 
squad together which has been 
the main thing. So far so good.” 


The Socceroos have tuned up for 
the FIFA 2014 World Cup Asian 
qualifiers with a slick 2-1 victory 
over Wales in Cardiff. 

Tim Cahill’s crisp volley in the 
44th minute and a neat Robbie 
Kruse finish in the 60th minute 
were fair rewards for some beauti- 
ful passing and clever build-up by 
the Qantas Socceroos. 

Darcy Blake reduced the arrears 
for Wales with a header in the 
82nd minute, setting up a tense 
finish, but the Welsh rarely both- 
ered the Australian defence. 

Lucas Neill and Matthew Spira- 
novic were resolute in the middle, 
while Michael Zullo was outstand- 
ing at left full back. 

Qantas Socceroos coach Holger 
Osieck praised his players for the 
impressive away win in Europe 
against a team featuring the Eng- 
lish Premier League PFA Player 
of the Year Gareth Bale of Spurs, 
prolific EPL striker Craig Bellamy 
and Arsenal’s rising star Aaron 
Ramsay. 

“The win is very important 
because it builds confidence for 
the World Cup qualifiers, but I 
was also happy to see the players 
come together again after their off- 
season and play with cohesion,” 
said Osieck. 

“We introduced a few players 

in new positions as well and 
produced good football despite the 
changes. However, this is only a 
warm up for the important game 
against Thailand in Brisbane.” 
Osieck was also impressed at 
Zullo’s performance in shutting 
down Bellamy in the first half and 
Bale in the second half. 

“T think it was a maximum test. He 
got an impression of what was re- 
quired on the standard of play and 


we have to face it,” said Osieck. 
“Wales have a couple of excellent 
individuals and they play in top 
clubs in the Premiership and I 
knew it would be a tough game, 
but as a group we responded well.” 
Brett Emerton now sits equal sec- 
ond for all-time appearances for 
the Qantas Socceroos after making 
his 87th appearance in Cardiff. 
However, Emerson’s night was 
cut short when he was substituted 
at half time with a stomach upset. 
Luke Wilshire also left the game 
at the interval due to a rib injury, 
which was painful enough to 
hamper the full back, but is not 
considered serious. 

Tim Cahill scored his 24th goal 

in 53 internationals and appeared 
refreshed after a quiet off-season. 
Robbie Kruse now has two goals 
from eight appearances. 

The match was a milestone for 
Adam Sarota, who made his full 
international debut when he came 
on as a sub in the final 10 minutes. 
Luke Wilkshire came close to 
open the scoring for the Qantas 
Socceroos in the 35th minute. He 
collected a pass on the right side 
of midfield before unleashing a 30 
yard shot that came off the post. 
Wales were however unable to 
prevent Australia from breaking 
the deadlock just before half time. 
Matt McKay and Neil Kilkenny 
exchanged passes in the middle of 
the park before releasing the ball 
to Wilkshire on the right flank. 
Wilkshire’s cross was met by Tim 
Cahill’s volley to give Australia 

a one goal advantage going into 
the break. 

Holger Osieck made two changes 
at half time bringing on Rhys 
Williams and Kruse for Wilkshire 
and Emerton. Kruse made an 


Match Details 


Socceroos 2 

(Tim Cahill 44’, Robbie Kruse 60’) 
Wales 1 (Darcy Blake 83’) 
International Friendly 
Wednesday 10 August 

Cardiff City Stadium, Cardiff 


Socceroos line-up: 1. Mark 
SCHWARZER (gk), 2. Lucas NEILL 
(c), 4. Tim CAHILL (11. James 
TROIS! 70’), 6. Matthew SPIRA- 
NOVIC, 7. Brett EMERTON (5. Rhys 
WILLIAMS 46’), 8. Luke WILKSHIRE 
(23. Robbie KRUSE 46’), 9. Scott 
MCDONALD (15.Mile JEDINAK 
90’), 14. Michael ZULLO (13. Adam 
SAROTA 83’), 16. Carl VALERI, 17, 
Matt MCKAY, 19. Neil KILKENNY 


Substitutes Not Used: 20. Luke 
DEVERE, 12. Adam FEDERICI (gk) 
Yellow Cards: Michael Zullo 56’ 
Red Cards: Nil 


Wales line-up: 1. Wayne HEN- 
NESSEY (gk), 2. Chris GUNTER 
(16. Adam MATTHEWS 63’), 3. Neil 
TAYLOR, 4. David VAUGHAN (22. 
Joe ALLEN 71’), 5. Daniel GAB- 
BIDON (21. Darcy BLAKE 46’), 6. 
Ashley WILLIAMS, 7. Robert EARN- 
SHAW (18. Steve MORISON63’), 8. 
Craig BELLAMY, 9. Joe LEDLEY, 10. 
Aaron RAMSEY (c) (14. Jack COL- 
LISON 46’), 11. Gareth BALE 


Substitutes Not Used: 12. Boaz 
MYHILL (gk), 13. Neal EARDLEY, 
15. Danny COLLINS, 17. Hal 
ROBSON-KANU, 19. Andy KING, 
20. Owain TUDUR-JONES 
Yellow Cards: Nil 

Red Cards: Nil 


Weet Bix Kid: Tim Cahill 


immediate impact when his shot 
in the 50th minute was saved by 
goalkeeper Wayne Hennessey. 
Valeri was first to the rebound but 
his shot hit the woodwork. 

The Qantas Socceroos extended 
their lead 10 minutes later from a 
great build up in midfield. Cahill, 
Kruse and Scott McDonald linked 
up well before McDonald’s low 
cross was patried by Hennessey 
onto the feet of Kruse. Kruse 
made no mistake to slot the ball 
into the empty net. 

Wales pulled a goal back in the 
83rd minute from a corner. The 
unmarked Darcy headed the 

ball beyond the reach of Mark 
Schwarzer to give Wales a chance 
at a comeback. Bale had one last 
opportunity in the 89th minute but 
his goal bound shot was headed 
away by Matthew Spiranovic. 
The Qantas Socceroos open their 
FIFA 2014 World Cup qualifiers 
against Thailand in Brisbane on 
Friday 2 September. The public 
on-sale is next Tuesday 16 August. 


Short Passes 


United ready for visit of New Caledonia 
THE New Caledonian national team 
arrive on the Gold Coast this weekend to 
prepare for the two-match friendly series 
against Gold Coast United on Wednesday 
17th and Saturday 20th August. 

The two sides will do battle at Merrimac 
Soccer Club with both matches kicking 
off at 7.00pm. 


Severino strike enough for United 
AFIRST half goal from Daniel Severino 
was enough to secure a 1-0 win for Gold 
Coast United against Queensland State 
League Premiers Sunshine Coast Fire at 
Stockland Park. 

Sporting their new away strip for the first 
time, Gold Coast took just six minutes to 
net the winning goal after a bright opening 
to the match. 

Dutch import Peter Jungschlager was 
the architect, the midfielder blasting a 
25-metre drive that thundered back off the 
upright but landed at the feet of Daniel 
Severino who made no mistake from 
close range. 

Despite a determined effort from the 
home side, United were in control of the 
encounter with the midfield trio of Jun- 
schlager, Severino and Robson pulling all 
the strings and Adama Traore a constant 
threat with his pacy overlapping runs 
down the left-hand side. 


SYDNEY FC APPOINTS KALAC 
Sydney FC has appointed former Soc- 
ceroo and AC Milan goalkeeper Zeljko 
Kalac as Hyundai A-League Goalkeeper 
Coach for the 2011/12 season. 

Kalac, who started his career in Sydney 
with former NSL Club Sydney United, 
begins work immediately. 

“This is a great opportunity for me,” Kalac 
said. “It's a pleasure to come in and work 
for my club because I’m Sydney born and 
bred and Sydney FC is my team. The 
facilities are great and I'm looking forward 
to working with the goalkeepers and the 
rest of the coaching staff.” 

The man they call “Spider” had a stellar 
career as a goalkeeper, playing for Leic- 
ester City (English Championship), Roda 
JC (Dutch Eredivisie), Perugia (Italy's 
Serie A and Serie B) and Italian superclub 
AC Milan for four seasons before finishing 
his career in Greece with Kavala. 


The search 


Across the cities and regions 

of Australia each weekend, 
thousands of football teams go 
into action with skill, passion 
and fair play. 

Now the search is on for the 
Team of the Year from the grass- 
roots in the 2011 Australian Foot- 
ball Awards Team of the Year. 

The nominees will include teams 
who have won many games with 
flair. There may be team who 
haven’t won a match, but inspire 
others with their commitment and 
values. 

There are many champion teams 
with wonderful attributes, young 
and old. If your team or a team 
you support shows a special qual- 
ity, it’s time to lodge a nomina- 
tion. 

This national award is open to 
all age groups so make sure you 
nominate your team now at http:// 


is on for Australian football's Te 


www.footballaustralia.com.au/ 
footballawards/. 


The team must: 

- Have a passion and flair for the 
game 

- Be part of a club that is regis- 
tered with Football Federation 
Australia 

- Have all players registered as 
amateurs 

- Demonstrate a great team effort 
on the field in a competition that 
has concluded on or before 30 
June 2011 (2010 winter/2011 
summer seasons) 

- Foster equal opportunity for all 
- Show on and off field excel- 
lence 

- Uphold and display fair play 
values 


- Nominations are open to the 
public now until Friday 19 
August 2011 

- Nomination forms can be com- 
pleted and submitted online at 
http://www. footballaustralia.com. 
au/footballawards/ 

- Teams are permitted and en- 
couraged to self-nominate 

- Only one nomination per 
nominator is permitted. Teams 
can receive multiple nominations 
from different nominators 


With only five days to go, don’t 
miss out and nominate your team 
now. 


Nominations close 5.00pm 
AEDT on Friday 19 August 
2011. 


am of the Year 


Australia’s Got Talent? Better luck next year boys...I think we 
just may have found ourselves some worthy winners... 


goalweekly.com geval! 
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1 Bolton Wanderers 

2 Wolverhampton ... 
3 Liverpool 

4 Norwich City 

5 Sunderland 

6 Wigan Athletic 

7 Arsenal 

8 Aston Villa 

9 Fulham 

10 Newcastle United 
11 Chelsea 

12 Everton 

13 Manchester City 
14 Manchester United 
15 Stoke City 

16 Swansea City 

17 Tottenham Hotspur 
18 West Bromwich ... 
19 Blackburn Rovers 
20 Queens Park Ra... 
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1 Rotherham United 
2 Gillingham 

3 Southend United 

4 Port Vale 

5 Crawley Town 

6 Torquay United 

7 Northampton Town 
8 Morecambe 

9 Swindon Town 

10 AFC Wimbledon 
11 Bristol Rovers 

12 Aldershot Town 

13 Cheltenham Town 
14 Barnet 

15 Dagenham & Red... 
16 Burton Albion 

17 Shrewsbury Town 
18 Bradford City 

19 Accrington Stanley 
20 Oxford United 

21 Plymouth Argyle 
22 Macclesfield Town 
23 Crewe Alexandra 
24 Hereford United 
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1 Mainz 05 

2 Hannover 96 

3 Stuttgart 

4 Borussia M'gla... 

5 Wolfsburg 

6 Werder Bremen 

7 Schalke 04 

8 Borussia Dortmund 
9 Hoffenheim 

10 Nurnberg 

11 Bayern Munchen 
12 Augsburg 

13 Freiburg 

14 Hertha BSC. 

15 Hamburger SV 
16 Bayer Leverkusen 
17 Kaiserslautern 

18 Kéln 
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Saturday, 13 August 2011 
Barclays Premier League 
Blackburn 1-2 Wolverhampton 
Fulham 0-0 Aston Villa 
Liverpool 1-1 Sunderland 
Newcastle 0-0 Arsenal 

QPR 0-4 Bolton 

Wigan 1-1 Norwich 


Npower Championship 
Barnsley 0-1 Southampton 
Birmingham 1-0 Coventry 
Crystal Palace 2-0 Burnley 
Doncaster 0-1 West Ham 
Ipswich 0-1 Hull 

Leeds 0-1 Middlesbrough 
Leicester 0-2 Reading 
Millwall 2-0 Nott'm Forest 
Portsmouth 0-1 Brighton 
Watford 0-1 Derby 


Npower League One 
Bournemouth 2-0 Sheffield Wed 
Bury 0-2 Carlisle 
Chesterfield 1-1 Stevenage 
Colchester 1-1 Wycombe 
Exeter 0-2 MK Dons 
Hartlepool 1-1 Walsall 
Leyton Orient 0-1 Tranmere 
Notts County 1-2 Charlton 
Rochdale 2-2 Huddersfield 
Scunthorpe 1-1 Preston 
Sheffield Utd 2-0 Brentford 
Yeovil 3-1 Oldham 


Npower League Two 
Accrington Stanley 1-2 Southend 
Aldershot 0-1 Northampton 
Barnet 1-3 Port Vale 
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esliga | 


1 Southampton 


0 +4 3 Ww 2 Brighton & Hov... 
1 +1 3 Ww 3 Derby County 
4 +0 1 D 4 Millwall 
4 +0 4 D 5 Reading 
6 Middlesbrough 
a F 7 Ipswich Town 
8 Crystal Palace 
0 call 4 D 9 Peterborough U... 
0 +0 1 D 10 Blackpool 
0 +0 1 D 11 Cardiff City 
12 Birmingham City 
; : D 13 Hull City 
14 West Ham United 
0 +0 0 15 Leicester City 
0 +0 0 16 Portsmouth 
0 +0 0 17 Watford 
18 Barnsley 
; a ; 19 Burnley 
20 Nottingham Forest 
ext) {0} 21 Doncaster Rovers 
0 +0 0 22 Coventry City 
9) at [lk 23 Leeds United 
4 Pi 24 Bristol City 
GD Pts Last5games 
1 +46 Www 1 Rotherham United 
4 ero) Ww 2 Gillingham 
1 +2 «6 ww 3 Southend United 
3 +2004 wD 4 Port Vale 
2 eas WD 5 Crawley Town 
él cal oh WD 6 Torquay United 
0 a1 4 wD 7 Northampton Town 
1 +23) WL 8 Morecambe 
1 8 LW 9 Swindon Town 
3 belles) WL 10 AFC Wimbledon 
4 +0 3 LW 11 Bristol Rovers 
2 +0/ 3) LW 12 Aldershot Town 
1 +0 3 WL 13 Cheltenham Town 
3 4 3 LW 14 Barnet 
2 =) 3 LW 15 Dagenham & Red... 
3 +0 2 DD 16 Burton Albion 
2 mi) DD 17 Shrewsbury Town 
2 aie 4) DL 18 Bradford City 
2 161 LD 19 Accrington Stanley 
2 =a DL 20 Oxford United 
oi Jamel LD 21 Plymouth Argyle 
3 3 60 LL 22 Macclesfield Town 
5 4 0 LL 23 Crewe Alexandra 
4 4 0 LL 24 Hereford United 
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+2 6 WW 2 Twente 
+434 DW 3 Vitesse 
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+1 3 EW: 8 Heerenveen 
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valy tl LO) 12 Utrecht 
=1 eo 13 VVWV 
= 1 DIE 14 ADO Den Haag 
2) 1) SDE 15 Groningen 
=2) 0G 16 NAC Breda 
-2 10 17 Excelsior 
7 0 18 De Graafschap 


Bristol Rovers 1-2 Torquay 


Burton Albion 1-1 Shrewsbury 
Cheltenham 1-0 Swindon 
Crawley Town 2-0 Macclesfield 
Crewe 1-2 Gillingham 

Dag & Red 0-2 AFC Wimbledon 
Hereford 0-3 Morecambe 
Oxford Utd 1-1 Bradford 
Plymouth 1-4 Rotherham 


Clydesdale Bank Premier League 
Celtic 5-1 Dundee Utd 

Hearts 3-0 Aberdeen 

Inverness CT 0-2 Rangers 

St Johnstone 0-1 Dunfermline 

St Mirren 0-1 Motherwell 


Thursday, 11 August 2011 
International Match 
Bolivia 1-3 Panama 

Costa Rica 0-2 Ecuador 
Honduras 2-0 Venezuela 
USA 1-1 Mexico 


Wednesday, 10 August 2011 
European Championship Qualifying 
Northern Ireland 4-0 Faroe Islands 


UEFA Under-21 Championship Qualifying 
N Ireland U21 4-0 Faroe Islands U21 


Carling Cup 
Oxford Utd 1-3 Cardiff 
(After Extra Time) 


Under-21 Friendly Match 
Scotland U21 3-0 Norway U21 
Wales U21 1-2 Hungary U21 
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International Match 

Albania 3-2 Montenegro 
Austria 1-2 Slovakia 
Azerbaijan 0-1 Macedonia 
Belarus 1-0 Bulgaria 
Bosnia-Hercegovina 0-0 Greece 
China PR 1-0 Jamaica 
Cyprus 3-2 Moldova 

France 1-1 Chile 

Germany 3-2 Brazil 

Hungary 4-0 Iceland 

Italy 2-1 Spain 

Ivory Coast 4-3 Israel 

Japan 3-0 South Korea 
Kazakhstan 1-1 Syria 

Latvia 0-2 Finland 
Liechtenstein 1-2 Switzerland 
Lithuania 3-0 Armenia 

Malta 2-1 Central African Republic 
Norway 3-0 Czech Republic 
Poland 1-0 Georgia 

Portugal 5-0 Luxembourg 
Rep of Ireland 0-0 Croatia 
Russia 1-0 Serbia 

Scotland 2-1 Denmark 
Slovenia 0-0 Belgium 

South Africa 3-0 Burkina Faso 
Turkey 3-0 Estonia 

Ukraine 0-1 Sweden 

Wales 1-2 Australia 


Friendly Match 
Bangor City 1-3 Man Utd XI 


Tuesday, 9 August 2011 

Carling Cup 

Accrington Stanley 0-2 Scunthorpe 
Barnsley 0-2 Morecambe 
Bournemouth 5-0 Dag & Red 
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ww 1 Toulouse 
ww 2 Caen 
wD 3 Saint-Etienne 
vie 4 Stade Rennes 
we 5 Olympique Lyon 
LW 
WL 6 Lorient 
w 7 Montpellier 
w 8 Bres 
ae 9 Evian TG 
WL 10 Olympique Mar 
WL 11 Lille 
LW 12 Sochaux 
i z 13 Bordeaux 
Lb 14 Nancy 
Lb 15 PSG 
LD 16 PValenciennes 
Be 17 Ajaccio 
LL 18 Auxerre 
te 19 Nice 
20 Dijon 
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ww 1 Motherwell 
Ww 2Celtic 
WD 3 Rangers 
WD 4 Dunfermline At... 
WD 5 St. Mirren 
wD 6 Dundee United 
We 7 Heart of Midlo... 
WL 8 Hibernian 
LW 9 Kilmarnock 
LW 10 St. Johnstone 
WL 11 Aberdeen 
a 12 Inverness CT 
DD 
DD 
DL 
LD 
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Last5games 

Www 1 Club Brugge 
ww 2 Mons 

wD 3 Genk 

LW 4 Kortrijk 

WwW 5 Zulte-Waregem 
LW 6 Gent 

WL 7 Beerschot 

D 8 PStandard Liege 
D 9 Cercle Brugge 
D 10 Anderlecht 
LD 11 Mechelen 

D 12 OH Leuven 
LD 13 Lierse 

D 14 Lokeren 

L 15 Sint-Truiden 

L 16 Westerlo 

L 


Brighton 1-0 Gillingham 
Burnley 6-3 Burton Albion 
(After Extra Time) 

Bury 3-1 Coventry 

Cheltenham 1-4 MK Dons 
Derby 2-3 Shrewsbury 
Doncaster 3-0 Tranmere 
Exeter 2-0 Yeovil 

Hartlepool 1-1 Sheffield Utd 
(Sheff Utd win 5-4 on penalties) 
Hereford 1-0 Brentford 

Hull 0-2 Macclesfield 

Ipswich 1-2 Northampton 
Leeds 3-2 Bradford 

Nottm Forest 3-3 Notts County 
(Nottm Forest win 4-3 on penalties) 
Oldham 1-1 Carlisle 

(Carlisle win 4-2 on penalties) 
Plymouth 0-1 Millwall 
Portsmouth 0-1 Barnet 

Port Vale 2-4 Huddersfield 
Preston 3-2 Crewe 

Rochdale 3-2 Chesterfield 
(After Extra Time) 

Rotherham 1-4 Leicester 
Southampton 4-1 Torquay 
Southend 1-1 Leyton Orient 
Leyton Orient win 4-3 on penalties) 
Stevenage 3-4 Peterborough 
(After Extra Time) 

Walsall 0-3 Middlesbrough 
Wycombe 3-3 Colchester 
Wycombe win 5-4 on penalties) 


European Results 


Germany 
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Bayern Miinchen 0-1 Borussia M’glad 


Schalke 04 5-1 Kdln 
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0 4 3 +1 5 DWD 
1 95 4 +4 4 WDL 
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Hamburger SV 2-2 Hertha BSC 
Nurnberg 1-2 Hannover 96 
Freiburg 1-2 Mainz 05 

Hoffenheim 1-0 Borussia Dortmund 
Wolfsburg 0-1 Bayern Munchen 
Borussia M’glad 1-1 Stuttgart 
Kaiserslautern v Augsburg 

Bayer Leverkusen v Werder Bremen 


France 

Lorient 1 - 1 Bordeaux 
Olympique Lyon 1 - 1 Ajaccio 
Stade Rennes 1-1 PSG 
Saint-Etienne 1 - 0 Nancy 
Sochaux 1-2Caen 
Toulouse 2-0 Dijon 
Valenciennes 0 - 0 Brest 


Holland 

Twente 2-0 AZ 

Vitesse 4-0 VVV 

PSV 1-0 RKC Waalwijk 
Feyenoord 3 - 0 Roda JC 
Heracles v NAC Breda 
Utrecht v De Graafschap 
Ajax v Heerenveen 
Groningen v ADO Den Haag 
NEC v Excelsior 


Belgium 

Gent 3 - 1 Standard Liege 
Club Brugge 1 - 0 OH Leuven 
Genk 2 - 2 Zulte-Waregem 
Beerschot 3 - 1 Westerlo 
Kortrijk 2-0 Cercle Brugge 
Mons 4 - 2 Sint-Truiden 
Lokeren v Anderlecht 
Mechelen v Lierse 
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Friday, 19 August 2011 

Borussia M'gladbach v Wolfsburg 
Saturday, 20 August 2011 
Augsburg v TSG Hoffenheim 
Bayern Munich v Hamburg 
Borussia Dortmund v Nuremberg 
VfB Stuttgart v Bayer Leverkusen 
Werder Bremen v SC Freiburg 
Cologne v FC Kaiserslautern 
Sunday, 21 August 2011 

Mainz v Schalke 04 

Hannover 96 v Hertha Berlin 


Friday, 19 August 2011 

Roda JC v RKC Waalwijk 
Saturday, 20 August 2011 
Vitesse v FC Utrecht 

Heerenveen v FC Twente 

SC Excelsior Rotterdam v De Graafschap 
NAC v FC Groningen 

Sunday, 21 August 2011 
Heracles v Feyenoord 

AZ Alkmaar v NEC 

VVV Venlo v Ajax 

ADO Den Haag v PSV Eindhoven 


Saturday, 20 August 2011 
Bordeaux v Auxerre 

Brest v Lyon 

Caen v Lille 

Dijon v Lorient 

Nice v Toulouse 

AC Ajaccio v Evian Thonon Gaillar 
Sunday, 21 August 2011 
Montpellier v Rennes 
Nancy v Sochaux 

Paris SG v Valenciennes 
Marseille v St Etienne 


Friday, 19 August 2011 

FC Porto v Gil Vicente 
Saturday, 20 August 2011 
Benfica v Feirense 

Sunday, 21 August 2011 
Academica v Rio Ave 
Pacos Ferreira v Uniao Leiria 
Beira Mar v Sporting 

Braga v Maritimo 

Monday, 22 August 2011 
Olhanense v Vitoria Setubal 


Saturday, 20 August 2011 
Espanyol v Granada 
Levante v Real Zaragoza 
Villarreal v Sporting Gijon 
Osasuna v Valencia 
Sunday, 21 August 2011 
Rayo Vallecano v Mallorca 
Racing Santander v Getafe 
Real Madrid v Athletic Bilbao 
Malaga v Barcelona 

Real Betis v Sevilla 
Monday, 22 August 2011 
Real Sociedad v Atletico Madrid 


Tuesday, 16 August 2011 
Barnsley v Middlesbrough 
Doncaster v Nott'm Forest 
Ipswich v Southampton 
Leeds v Hull 

Portsmouth v Reading 
Watford v West Ham 
Crystal Palace v Coventry 
Wednesday, 17 August 2011 
Cardiff v Brighton 
Leicester v Bristol City 
Millwall v Peterborough 
Blackpool v Derby 
Saturday, 20 August 2011 
Brighton v Blackpool 
Bristol City v Portsmouth 
Burnley v Cardiff 

Coventry v Watford 

Derby v Doncaster 

Hull v Crystal Palace 
Nott’m Forest v Leicester 
Reading v Barnsley 
Southampton v Millwall 
Peterborough v Ipswich 
Sunday, 21 August 2011 
West Ham v Leeds 
Middlesbrough v Birmingham 


Saturday, 20 August 2011 
Aberdeen v Inverness CT 
Dundee Utd v Dunfermline 
Hibernian v St Mirren 
Sunday, 21 August 2011 
Motherwell v Rangers, 
Celtic v St Johnstone 
Kilmarnock v Hearts 


Tuesday, 16 August 2011 

UEFA Champions League Qualifying 
Arsenal v Udinese 

BATE Borisov v SK Sturm Graz 

FC Copenhagen v Plzen 

FC Twente v Benfica 

Lyon v Rubin Kazan 


Wednesday, 17 August 2011 

Uefa Champions League Qualifying 
Bayern Munich v FC Zurich 

Dinamo Zagreb v Malmo 

Maccabi Haifa v Genk 

Odense BK v Villarreal 

Wisla Krakow v Apoel Nicosia 


Monday 15th August 2011 


Euro 
Wrap 
Alex Luttrell 


It is back. The biggest league 

n world football has returned 
vith a bang and some interesting 
esults on the first day, featuring 

a new-look Liverpool side. How- 
ever, the London riot incidents 
hreatening the status of many 


The London riots threatened 
several opening games this week, 
including Liverpool’s clash with 
Sunderland and Bolton’s away 
natch to newcomers Queen’s Park 


ing matches of Sunday morning. 
ottenham and Everton were not 


player safety by the F.A. 

The opening night welcomed 

a new-look Liverpool side after 
$150 million in spending since 
January showed a very different 
squad that was to face Sunderland 
at Anfield. However, all this sum- 
mer spending could not help Liv- 
erpool as they could only muster a 
1-1 draw with the Black Cats. 
After Luis Suarez was one on one 
with the keeper he was brought 
down in the box and Phil Dowd 
gave a penalty in the sixth. Suarez 
stepped up to the spot and skied 
the penalty in horrible fashion. 
However, he made up for it five 
minutes later as Charlie Adam 
curled in a left footed free-kick 
beautifully and Suarez got a head 
on in to tip the ball in for his and 
Liverpool’s first for the season. 
Liverpool dominated the first half 
with Adam, Downing and Hender- 
son all shinning in the midfield, 
but they went quiet in the second 
and failed to gel. 

Consequentially, it wasn’t to be 
for Liverpool as new Sunderland 
signing Sebastian Larsson scored a 


wonderfully controlled side volley 
that Pepe Reina could do nothing 
about. Liverpool were lucky to 
walk away with a point after 
controlling most of the game, but 
dropped their intensity in an over- 
all disappointing opening match. 


In the other matches of the open- 
ing night Arsenal faced Newcastle 
without Cesc Fabregas who has 
evidently completed a Barcelona 
transfer. In an overall lacklustre 
game in which Arsenal should 
have converted many chances, it 
finished 0-0 at St. James’ Park. The 
outcome was made worse for the 
Gunners as new signing Gervinho 
was given a straight red for a slap 
on Joey Barton. 

Elsewhere, Bolton overcame a 
poor QPR 4-0 with a fantastic 
opening strike from Gary Cahill 
the highlight of the match. Goals 
from Klasnic and Muamba and an 
own goal from Danny Gabbidon 
were enough for the visitors, but a 
93rd minute red card for Clint Hill 
made the outcome worse. 

Finally, Wolves overcame Black- 
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burn 2-1, Fulham drew 0-0 with 
Aston Villa and Wigan drew 0-0 
with newcomers Norwich. 


Bundesliga 
Day two of the German Bundes- 
liga saw some interesting clashes 
and some equally interesting 
results that make evident the 
intensity of the competition this 
season. 

League champs Dortmund trav- 
elled to Hoffenheim with the hope 
adding a second win to their tally. 
They were not so lucky with a soli- 
tary Salihovic goal enough for the 
home side to clench a 1-0 win. 

In the match of the round, Bayern 
Munich was to play Wolfsburg 
away and desperately needed a win 
after an opening round loss. Ina 
very interesting finish to the match 
a late 90th minute goal from Luiz 
Gustavo gave Munich the three 
points. 

In the high scoring game of the 
round Schalke hosted Koln and the 
home side trounced the travellers 
5-1, the highlight being a Klass Jan 


goaiweekiycon Gell! 
New EPL season kicks off in the aftermath of a shaken London 


Huntelaar hat-trick. 

Elsewhere Hamburger drew 2-2 
with Hertha Berlin, Hannover 
defeated Nurnberg 2-1, Stuttgart 
drew with Monchengladbach 1-1 
and Mainz overcame Freiburg 2-1. 


Ligue 1 

It was a lacklustre second day in 
the second round of Ligue 1 with 
only three wins in a flurry of 
low-scoring drawn matches, in- 
cluding heavyweights’ Lyon and 
Bordeaux’s respective matches. 
Lyon hosted newcomers Ajaccio 
in what should have been their 
second win of the season. Instead, 
they walked away with a 1-1 draw 
after a late 83rd minute goal from 
Lisandro Lopez was enough to 
cancel out Sammaritano’s 59th 
minute goal. 

Bordeaux travelled to Lorient 

in search of their first win of the 
season after a loss in the opening 
week. Two late goals from either 
side in the last 10 minutes made 
the match interesting with Jouffre 
netting for Lorient in the 83rd and 
Henrique in the 90th. 


Elsewhere, Toulouse defeated 
newcomers Dijon 2-0, Caen over- 
came Sochaux 2-1, Saint-Etienne 
grabbed a narrow 1-0 win over 
Nancy, PSG drew with Rennes 1-1 
and Valenciennes fought out a 0-0 
draw with Stade Brest. 


SPL 
Rangers, Celtic and Heats high- 
lighted the fourth week of the 
Scottish Premier League, each 
side grabbing comfortable wins 
to climb up the table. 

Celtic took the honours of the 
high scoring match of the week 
with a 5-1 win over Dundee thanks 
to goals from Stokes, Hooper, Ki, 
Ledley and Forrest sealing a win 
and second spot. Rivals Rangers 
Also enjoyed a comfortable 2-0 
win over Inverness thanks to a 
Jelavic penalty on the hour mark 
and an Edu goal seven minutes 
later to push them up to third. 

Elsewhere, Motherwall kept 
top spot with a 1-0 win over St. 
Mirren, Hearts grabbed a 3-0 win 
over Aberdeen and Dunfermline 
defeated St. Johnstone 1-0. 


The)|London|Eye 
Firelight to Green Light 


By Jimmy Piccolo 


Football is never far away 
from controversy in one form 
or another, whether it’s the 
talk of goal line technology, 
hooliganism, match fixing or 
the transfer saga of players. 
More seriously, the latest 
hassle to feature in the midst of 
our beautiful game is not even 
football-related. Devastat- 

ing images of rioting, looting, 
violent disorder and the night 
sky lit up with buildings ablaze 
on the streets of London, 
Manchester, Birmingham and 
Liverpool have posed a new 
problem to the English Premier 
League (EPL), only days away 
from kick-off. 

What sparked off the mayhem 
in England’s capital was the 
killing of Mark Duggan on 

the 4th August during a police 
operation to carry out an 
arrest, related to gun crime, 

in the African and Caribbean 
communities of Tottenham. 
The following day, 300 people 
gathered outside Tottenham 
police station in protest, saying 
they wanted justice for Mr 
Duggan and his family. Unrest 


led quickly to two police cars 
being set on fire, which in turn 
prompted the deployment of 
riot officers to try and disperse 
the crowd. Missiles, including 
bottles and fireworks, were 
hurled at the police and the 
horror then began to spread. 
Copycat riots appeared 
throughout the city and the 
ripple effect sparked riots 
around the country. Build- 
ings were burnt to the ground. 
Opportunist thieves took 
advantage of the outnumbered 
police and began looting shops 
and causing mindless damage 
to properties and transport. 
Within less than a week, no 
fewer than 1500 arrests were 
made, of which over 600 
people have been charged in 
connection with the violence, 
disorder and looting. The death 
toll has reached five. One man 
was beaten badly by the rioting 
thugs for trying to stamp out 

a fire, and he later died in a 
coma. Another man was shot 
dead in his car. 

The police have increased 
their staffing to 16,000 and 
politicians have called for the 
use of anti-rioting equipment 


such as water cannons, plastic 
bullets and baton rounds. The 
deterrent of such calls for 
order appears to have quelled 
the rioting, and currently a 
sense of calm and normality 
has begun to creep slowly back 
onto the smoking and debris- 
littered streets. 

Local communities have 
already started to pull together; 
cleaning parties have armed 
themselves with sweeping 
brooms and bin bags. It is 
believed that insurance compa- 
nies will have £200 million to 
shell out on buildings razed to 
the ground, although some of 
these buildings destroyed are 
Heritage, now assigned to the 
history book absolute. There 
has been an estimated loss of 
over £100 million in goods 
stolen from the looting. 
Former and current England 
football team captains Rio 
Ferdinand and John Terry have 
both spoken out, regarding 
their disappointment of the 
cancellation of International 
fixtures .They also mir- 

rored the general feeling of 
the public, saying they were 
sickened by events and ap- 


Scenes of carnage gripped London and forced the postponement of football fixtures. 


pealed for calm on the streets. 
Tim Cahill, the Australia 

and Everton midfielder, was 
obviously saddened by the 
postponement of the opening 
fixture (Tottenham Hotspurs 
versus Everton at White Hart 
Lane), owing to the massive 
disruption. Tim, speaking via 
his Twitter account, said: “It’s 
more important that the people 
are safe as we all love footy” 
On a positive note, the remain- 
ing EPL fixtures have been 
given the green light to go 
ahead as planned. In the after- 


math of the recent destruction, 
sensible solutions are being 
carried out and on the whole 
our beloved football will not 
suffer the same sadness as the 
victims and families of these 
traumatic happenings. Regard- 
ing future repercussions, when 
asked “whether the riots were 
a cause for concern for the 
host City’s image ahead of 

the games?” the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) 
spokesman, Mark Adams 

said: “Not at all. This situation 
doesn’t arise at any of our sites 


and we remain confident in the 
ability of the competent au- 
thorities to maintain security” 
One thing is for sure though: 
there will be more fireworks 
and devastation on the football 
field, with explosive free kicks 
and devastated fans around 
the country seeing their team 
beaten by a rocket shot of a 
winning goal scored deep in 
injury time. 


All three promoted teams 
from League One started 
their Championship 
campaigns with a win last 
weekend. Brighton defeated 
Doncaster Rovers 2-1 at their 
brand new stadium, with two 
late goals from substitute 
Will Buckley. Peterborough 
beat Crystal Palace 2-1 also 
coming back from a one goal 
deficit to win the match and 
Southampton outclassed 
Leeds to win their first 
match back in the Champi- 
onship 3-1. 

Brighton and Peterborough’s 
wins were deserved but I 
would think twice about using 
them as an indicator for the 
coming season. Southampton 
on the other hand played bril- 
liantly in their first match back 
in the Championship after two 
seasons in League One. Their 
passing was precise and their 
movement was excellent as 


they dominated Leeds for large 
periods of the match. They 
look like a team definitely 
capable of securing at least a 
play-off spot this season. 


These opening weekend wins 
got me thinking. It is often 
mentioned that there is a 
gulf in class between Premier 
League and Championship 
opposition but does this same 
gap in quality exist between 
teams in the Championship 
and League One or even 
Two? 

Take for example this week’s 
League Cup results. Cham- 
pionship sides Hull, Ipswich, 
Derby and Portsmouth were all 
knocked out of the competition 
by teams in League One and 
Two. None of these matches 
went to penalties; the Champi- 
onship teams were all beaten 
within 90 minutes. However, 
this is not seen as that surpris- 
ing or unexpected by many in 
the media. I don’t suppose for 
one minute that this would be 
the case if four Premiership 
teams were knocked out in the 
second round of the competi- 
tion by teams from a lower 
division. 

It seems that teams promoted 
to the Championship do not 
have to step up their game 
as much as teams who are 


entering the Premier League. 
Norwich were promoted to 

the Championship in 2010 

and gained promotion to the 
top flight this year. Leeds and 
Milwall also promoted to the 
Championship in 2010 finished 
in the top half of the table last 
season. 

Not in Premier League 
history has a team promoted 
from the Championship won 
the League and it is highly 
unlikely that QPR, Swansea 
and Norwich will all finish in 
the top half of the Barclays 
Premier League table this 
season. A feat that has yet 
to be achieved by any three 
promoted teams in the history 
of the Premier League and 
only once have all three newly 
promoted teams avoided the 
dreaded drop back to the 
Championship. 


Mindless violence and crime 
spread across London and 
other areas in England 
resulting in a number of 
football matches being 
postponed. England’s in- 
ternational friendly against 
the Netherlands due to take 
place on wednesday at Wem- 
bley stadium was called off 
and a handful of Carling cup 
matches were postponed. 
Then on thursday last week 


came the news everybody was 
dreading, the Premier League 
clash between Tottenham and 
Everton at White Hart Lane 
was to be postponed. This was 
the most likely fixture to be 
cancelled in the capital, but 

it is still hard to comprehend. 
Not only have these opportu- 
nistic thugs looted shops and 
destroyed livelihoods but they 
have ruined the opening week- 
end in the Premier League. Do 
they have any idea how long I 
have been waiting for this!? 


Yes we all know he didn’t 
make the best start to his 
Chelsea career after signing 
for £50m from Liverpool in 
January, only managing one 
goal in 18 appearances for the 
blues. However, with a new 
manager in André Villas-Boas 
and a goal during pre-season 
there is every possibility that 
the Spanish striker will find 
his form. Although, if the 
manager sticks with a 4-3-3 
formation, Torres faces compe- 
tition from Drogba, Sturridge, 
Anelka and new signing at the 
bridge, Romelu Lukaku. 


Coming soon... 
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The} World Game 


Balkan 


Partizan got its title defence off 
with a fantastic 5:0 win over 
newly promoted Novi Pazar in 
Round 1 of the Serbian Super- 
Liga. First half goals to Eduardo 
and Tomic set the scene for the 
second half in which 3 more goals 
were scored, Ilic, Markovic and 
Babovic found the back of the 
net. It was a horrible start for Novi 
Pazar a club that has never played 
top flight football, they didn’t even 
win promotion but are instead 
playing because Borca did not 
have enough funds to compete in 
the SuperLiga. There were around 
11,000 fans in Belgrade with at 
least 1,000 travelling fans. 

In other matches Hajduk surprised 
OFK in Belgrade 3:2 with a double 
from Bubalo and a late own goal 
by Petrovic sealed the three points 
for the club from Kula. Smederevo 
defeated BSK 2:1 while Vojvodina 
shared the points with Radnicki 1:1 
as did Jagodina and Sloboda. 

Red Star takes on Spartak in Sub- 
otica in their first match of the new 
league season with both players 
and management confident of a 


Partizan begins title defence in style 


Partizan are off to a great start with a 5-0 win in the opening day of the Serbian season. 


winning season ahead. 

“Red Star is always ambitious 
and that’s normal. Our goals are 
to win the League and Cup and 
to Qualify for the Europa League. 
What will happen? We will wait 
and see. We will try and play our 
best in all three competitions and 
I believe we are the favourites in 
the League. We have a solid team 
that will time gets better and better, 
we will try and limit the mistakes 
we made last season and by doing 
so we can go very far. We are all 
up to the challenge. It will be an 
interesting season and the title race 
will of course be between Red Star 
and Partizan but Vojvodina and the 
likes of Spartak and FK Rad will 


make things difficult also.” Red 
Star Manager Robert Prosinecki 
said ahead of the new season. 

The Serbian National Team was 
defeated by Russia in a midweek 
friendly in Moscow. The only 
goal came in the second half from 
Pogrebnyak in match where both 
sides played fairly reserved. There 
can be a few positives to take from 
the defeat but more negatives as 
Serbia needs to find some consis- 
tency if they are to Qualify for the 
European championships in 2012. 


Dinamo Zagreb has been un- 
stoppable in the Croatina First 
Divison following another im- 


pressive performance. The Croa- 
tian Champions thrashed Karlovac 
5:0. Tonel, Krstanovic, Beqiraj, 
Badelj and Situm were the names 
on the scoresheet. Beqiraj, Badelj 
and Situm were all second half 
substitutes. The impressive win is 
Dinamo’s fourth from four Croa- 
tian League matches. 

Hajduk was also very impres- 
sive in their 3:0 win over Istra 
Pula. Goals from Tomasov and a 
double from Anas Sharbini sealed 
the points for Krasimir Balakov’s 
men in Pula. Australian youngster 
Steven Lustica played an impres- 
sive 82 minutes for the Split club. 
Ljubo Milicevic was not used. 


“We played a tactically and defen- 
sively good match, and we were 
very lucky to have scored an early 
goal which gave us confidence and 
the initiative in the match. Anas 
(Sharbini) played well today, I 
gave him a licence to roam around 
the field and it paid off for us. He 
hasn’t done much for the club in 
the last 2 seasons so this was excel- 
lent for his confidence and I hope 
he continues to perform well.” 
Hajduk Manager Krasimir Bala- 
kov said following the match. 

In other Round 4 matches Rijeka 
defeated Varazdin 2:0, Cibalia was 
humbled at home by Slaven Be- 
lupo 4:1, Lokomotiva continues 
to impress this season following a 
3:0 away win over Zadar, the small 
club is now in second position just 
two points behind big brother Di- 
namo Zagreb. In earlier matches 
Inter defeated Sibenik 2:0 and Za- 
greb overcame Lucko 1:0. 

The Croatian National Team 
played out a goalless friendly 
against the Republic of Ireland in 
Dublin. Slaven Bilic’s mane didn’t 
show much in a very tactical match 
were both sides failed to get much 
in the final third. 

Nikola Kalinic who swapped the 
Premier League for Ukrainian 
football had a debut he will never 
forget. He scored for his new club 
Dnipro against Shakhtar but was 
then sent off. Kalinic is one of the 
clubs biggest signings. The striker 
set himself a target of 15 goals this 
season. 


We Are But 
The Clueless 


By Matt Galea 


It is human nature for people 
to want to know everything 
and to know it now. Books, 
newspapers, the internet and 
social media are all, in one 
way or another, a manifesta- 
tion of this unsatisfiable desire 
we have to learn and to be in- 
formed as quickly and as eas- 
ily as possible. 

This unquenchable thirst will 
apply to almost everything we 
do in life, but for that large part 
of our being which we focus on 
our football clubs it becomes 
concentrated, so potent that we 
will listen to anyone and we 
will read anything. We want to 
know what the manager said, we 
want to know what’s being said 
behind closed doors, we want to 
know what the players are doing 
off the pitch, we want to know 
who’s injured and who isn’t 
and during the transfer window, 
we want to know who’s com- 
ing in and who’s going out be- 
fore it happens. This is normal, 
and there is absolutely nothing 
wrong with that. Unfortunately, 
it is becoming increasingly clear 
that we in fact know nothing. 

There have been few transfer 
windows more effective than 
this most recent one to demon- 
strate the utter circus the never 
ceasing “rumour mill” really is. 
Wesley Sneijder to Manchester 
United, Cesc Fabregas to Bar- 
celona (again), Samir Nasri to 
Manchester City, Harry Kewell 
to Melbourne Victory, Sydney 
FC, Newcastle Jets and Al Nassr 
(I hope that’s all of them). These 
are just four of the incessant 
transfer sagas that have probably 


killed half the Amazon alone in 
the amount of paper that has 
been dedicated to them, and for 
what? How much do we know? 
How much truth over these deals 
has been revealed? Essentially, 
we’ve learnt nothing. How many 
times has Fabregas “reportedly 
sealed a dream move to Barce- 
lona”, or how many times has 
“United and Inter Milan agreed 
a fee for Wesley Sneijder’? 
How many times has “Harry 
Kewell signed for Melbourne 
Victoy”? You see the pattern I 
am trying to establish here. The 
reality is, that for all the reading 
we might do and all the analysis 
of the never ending stream of 
reports and speculation, we are 
no closer to knowing whether or 
not any of these deals are actu- 
ally going to happen. 

This was a point that was 
brought up on the Triple M 
breakfast show in Melbourne a 
few weeks ago. Eddie McGuire, 
the president of AFL club Col- 
lingwood, confessed that when 
he worked in media, he always 
felt as though he had a very good 
idea of what was happening in 
the world of AFL. He felt he 
knew all the big players, knew 
all the inside knowledge and 
what was going to happen be- 
fore it happens. Today, as presi- 
dent of one of these clubs, he 
knows just how little the media 
know of the inner workings and 
machinations of a professional 
sports club. It’s a different sport, 
on a much different scale, but 
the principle remains the same. 
Ironically, that hasn’t stopped 
him from “breaking news” 
where other sports are involved. 
He announced rather embarass- 


So much nformation at our fingertips. But how much do we actually really know, Mulder? 


ingly that Harry Kewell had 
signed for Melbourne Victory 
when he could not have been 
farther from the truth. 

The media and the clubs are 
much farther apart than we 
would like to think, and I’m not 
just talking about those silly tab- 
loids that use the sort of reason- 
ing that a footballer’s favourite 
food could dictate the player’s 
next move, I’m talking about 
the big guns, the sources you 
and I call reliable. If there is one 
thing that this transfer windo 
has taught me it is this fact. We 
learn about what is happening 
at our football clubs when our 
football club wants us to know 
what is happening. This is a 
harsh reality, and one that is not 
easy to accept. We invest a lot 
of ourselves in terms of identity, 
emotion and even financially in 
our support of our clubs and it 
is hard to accept that we know 
next to nothing about the inner 
workings of the club. Occasion- 
al leaks might occur and yes, 
sometimes news breaks before 
the club officially announces 
it, but by then the wheels are in 


motion and of course the club 
cannot officially announce any- 
thing until every final detailed is 
sorted for legal reasons. 

So what is the lesson here? 
Probably nothing you haven’t 
considered before, but it is 
something that has become po- 
tently clear throughout this ut- 
terly confusing and nonsensical 
saga. Football clubs are run far 
away from the media’s prying 
eyes which, as a result, directly 
affects the quality of information 
we, as fans and mere observers, 
receive. It is no surprise then 
that the information coming 
from the media, even the most 
respected of outlets, is often so 
inaccurate or contrary to what 
is reported by the club itself. 
What we, as fans, need to keep 
in mind that what is reported 
about our club in the media, par- 
ticularly in the transfer window, 
is very rarely fact. What we are 
privy to is in fact, speculation. 
That is not to say that all jour- 
nalists lie about their sources. I 
am sure many only publish what 
they are informed, and there is 


nothing wrong with that, this 
is not a criticism of journalists 
and the media, there are plenty 
of good journalists who do their 
job properly, but what is becom- 
ing abundantly clear is that these 
sources are in nowhere near as 
good places as they might be- 
lieve they are. 

Premier League clubs are 
big business, and they are run 
in a manner that fits that sta- 
tus. There is no gossiping with 
journalists. There are no board 
members informing the press 
of what is being said or who is 
being targeted behind closed 
doors. As such, what we read 
is often at best an aggregation 
of a series of educated guesses, 
conclusions based on a chain 
of events, or on the word of a 
select few, who perhaps do not 
know the full story, or anything 
at all.. They might lead us in 
the right direction, but they will 
very rarely show us the correct 
conclusion, and even when they 
do, we are still only completely 
certain when the Club sees fit to 
announce the news themselves. 


Athletico On A 
Shopping Spree 


Spanish club Atletico Madrid 
have begun spending the 45 
Million Euro earned from 

the sale of Argentine striker 
Sergio Aguero to Manchester 
City, with a 12 Million Euro 
purchase of Turkish captain 
Arda Turan from Galatasaray. 
Atletico pay a further 1 Mil- 
lion Euro after performance 
bonuses are met. 

The Atletico Madrid website 
reported: 

“Arda Turan is Atletico 
Madrid’s new signing after 
passing his medical on Friday. 
The new player has signed a 
four-year deal with the club.” 
The 24 year old Turkish star 
was a target of many clubs, in 
fact Madrid’s big brother Real 
Madrid was also interested in 
signing the midfielder. Turan 
was quoted as stating; “I 
haven’t received any offer 
from Real Madrid, in any case 
I would have chosen Atletico. I 
know that here I will be part of 
the team and that the fans are 
great, like the ones of Gal- 
atasaray”’. 


Meanwhile Inter Milan are 

set to sell Cameroon striker 
Samuel Eto’o to Russian club 
Anzhi, and are looking towards 
Uruguayan and Atleti forward 
Diego Forlan as a replacement. 
A potential sale of Forlan by 
Atletico would give the club 
enough finance an expensive 
purchase of Porto’s prolific 
Colombian striker Radamel 
Falcao. 

Atletico Madrid President En- 
rique Cerezo was quoted: “All 
I can say is that we are seeking 
a great player, and Radamel 
Falcao is one of them. 

He is one of our targets. The 
45 million euros termination 
clause? 

This is a lot of money... We'll 


” 


see. . 


In other news, the longest 
transfer saga during the Euro- 
pean football off-season has 
been the potential sale of Cesc 
Fabregas of English club Arse- 
nal to Catalan club Barcelona. 
Barca’s Coach Pep Guardiola 
made the following statement. 
“According to the informa- 
tion we have from club bosses 
negotiations are very advanced 
but there is still a document 
missing to confirm... 

The prospects are good, but 
he’s still an Arsenal player. 
Otherwise I would confirm it.” 


The 2011-2012 La Liga Season starts 
next weekend; 

20/08/11 Levante v Zaragoza 
20/08/11 Espanyol v Granada 
20/08/11 Villarreal v Sporting 
20/08/11 Osasuna v Valencia 
21/08/11 Rayo Vallecano v Mallorca 
21/08/11 Racing Santander v Getafe 
21/08/11 Real Madrid v Athletic Bilbao 
21/08/11 Malaga v Barcelona 
21/08/11 Real Betis v Sevilla 
22/08/11 Real Sociedad v Atletico 


Madrid 


Diamond Geezer Dept: 
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With Leroy Robinson in the UK 


Last week Harry Redknapp was 
speaking about that much beloved 
competition - the Europa League. 
He said it was a killer and that 
Spurs had “no chance” in the Pre- 
mier League if they went all the way 
in the competition. 
“The young lads will get plenty of 
games in the Europa League be- 
cause otherwise I think it’s a killer, 
to be frank,” he was quoted as 
saying in The Sun. He also added, 
“Thursday and Sunday every 
week... a nightmare. You’ve got no 
chance in the Premier League with 
that, it kills you off...” 
This is what is known as getting 
your excuses in early, to downplay 
expectations of a top four finish. 
Is he right? 
At the risk of getting splinters from 
the fence I’m about to sit on the 
right answer is it depends. There 
is a school of thought that says that 
the Europa League is nothing but a 
distraction from the main competi- 
tion — the UCL. Teams playing in 
the Europa League have to play on 
Thursdays and Sunday and although 
I’m not really sure why people com- 
plain about this it seems to be an 
issue for some. Redknapp himself 
seems to contradict his own argu- 
ment about playing twice a week. 
“It’s different in the Champions 
League when you play Tuesday or 
Wednesday, it’s just got a different 
feel to it.” 
So that’s it! The biggest problem 
Redknapp has it that it is a Mickey 
Mouse competition and he feels — 
after one pretty decent season in the 
UCL — that its where his charges 
belong. But I have news for Harry, 
come the end of the season, it isn’t 
where they are going to be - and it 
won’t have anything to do with the 
Europa League - it’ll be because 


they weren’t good enough last year 
to finish in the top four and they’re 
not good enough this year. 


The whole argument about whether 


to take the competition seriously 
overstates Tottenham’s position. 
Whereas Harry might be under 
some delusion - or living in a 
parallel universe - where Spurs are 
a big club, at the moment they are 
not. If spurs fans — and perhaps Mr 
Redknapp - are honest, the Europa 
League actually represents their 
best chance of silverware. There 
are players at Spurs crying out to 
play and it might have been better 
man-management if Redknapp had 
have said that they would take the 
competition seriously. It would be 
the perfect showcase for a long list 
of players they cannot get rid of — 
such as Wilson Palacios, Robbie 
Keane, Jermaine Jenas, Alan Hutton 
and Peter Crouch. This tactic might 
even get them into thinking they are 
an important part of the club. Now 
that’s the sort of delusion I can deal 
with. 

Of course, Spurs did not have to 
enter the competition, just as they 
do not have to enter the League Cup 
or the FA Cup. But they choose to 
because there is a trophy involved. 
Harry can use the squad players 
for the cups and play the first team 
for league games. Whilst it’s a 
come-down to play in the Europa 
League, there are teams like Sevilla 
and Roma in the same competition. 
These are teams who, quite rightly, 
have more cause for complaint than 
spurs because once upon a time they 
could take participation for granted. 
This idea that such a competition 
demeans Spurs is a joke given their 
distinctly predictable under-achieve- 
ment spanning several decades. 
Such a shame they’ ll have to slum-it 


Is the Europa League 


a Waste of Space? 


Harry Redknapp 


Gervinho 


Aguero 


with Glasgow Celtic and PSG! 

He also said to the paper, “You 
have to go to crazy places in this 
Europa League, all over the place 
- but we'll give it our best shot 
whatever we do.” 

Come on! These far flung places 
(like Turkey and Greece and Croa- 
tia!) are only a few hours away by 
plane. Maybe they don’t quite have 
the same facilities as Spain, Ger- 
many and Italy (all of which have 
teams in the competition) I would 
hardly call the Europa League ven- 
ues ‘crazy places’. And this idea that 
he doesn’t want to play two games 
a week makes no sense. That’s what 
you have to do when you play in 
the UCL so why not get used to it? 
Why not use this to gain that sort of 
experience? 

However, the most important 
reason for any club to take part is 
because you just don’t have any 
guarantees in football. For instance, 
it could be many years before Spurs 
make the top four again. So whilst 
London Calling can sympathise with 
Harry’s stance it also understands 
that there are times when you need 
to sallow your pride and take what 


you’re given. The trouble is the only 
thing constructive Harry has done 

is give the players an excuse for 
failure. And if the club don’t take it 
seriously why should the fans bother 
turning up? 


After a brief hiatus in which noth- 
ing much happened in the transfer 
market (hence the hiatus) London 
Calling is back to doing what it 
does worst: predicting the league 
champions. Predictions are a mug’s 
game but it’s worth noting that last 
year I picked Chelsea as champions 
so in true London Calling style ’m 
going to curse Manchester City and 
predict that they’I] win the league 
title. They finished 9 points away 
from Manchester United, have been 
improving every year and they have 
a deep — and more importantly — a 
settled squad. They can win matches 
with flair and with grit. The top 
four come May will be 1 — Man- 
chester City 2— Manchester United 
3—Chelsea 4-— Liverpool. Sorry 
Arsenal and Spurs but you’re out. 
Although the transfer window 

has seen a lot of money spent on 


English talent, there have been few 
marquee foreign signings thus far. 
As the season kicks off next week, 
it is worth taking a look at the two 
best foreign players to reach English 
shores this summer. 


Most people know that new Man- 
chester City player Sergio ‘Kun’ 
Aguero is a speedy little player in 
the Carlos Tevez mould. What peo- 
ple may not know is that the little 
fella has a goal scoring record that 
is equally comparable. Aside from 
the 2006-07 season — his first in La 
Liga with Atletico Madrid — he’s 
scored 19, 17, 12 (injured) and 20 
goals. His assist totals have declined 
throughout the years - perhaps as he 
develops a more selfish streak - but 
City have certainly gotten a better 
team player than their last record 
signing Robinho. Catch ‘Kun’ (and 
maybe new signing Gael Clichy) in 
action when City opens their season 
at home to newly-promoted Swan- 
sea City in a Monday night game. 


The Cote D’Ivoire international 
ticks all of Arsene Wenger’s boxes: 
big, strong, speaks French and is a 
good all-round player. He won the 
league with Lille and like a few of 
their players has moved on to bigger 
clubs with bigger wages. The 24 
year-old started his Ligue 1 career 
with Le Mans, scoring 2 goals in 19 
starts. A year later he got 6 goals anc 
then moved to Lille, where he’s had 
13 and 14 goal seasons respectively. 
More impressive is his 10 assists in 
32 league games. Given that Arsenal 
spread the ball and the goals around 
he could have a huge season. His 
only problem is that it isn’t clear if 
he is a striker or a wide player who 
cuts in from the left or right. It does 
mean that Wenger can play 4-5-1, 
4-3-3 or 4-4-2 when the player 

ends his three-match suspension for 
caressing Joey Barton’s face. 


Source: espn.go.com 


Follow me on Twitter @Le- 
royJRobinson 


Football 


It would remiss of London Calling to 
ignore the riots that have paralysed 
London and the rest of England dur- 
ing the past week. 

Whilst thousands of extra police pa- 
trolled our streets most footballers were 
locked away in their million-pound 
homes of an evening. Perhaps it is a 
sign of the times but the usual calls - 
from Rio Ferdinand and Wayne Rooney 
— to stop the riots was made not only at 
press conferences but via their Twitter 
accounts. These fell on deaf ears and 
led to the postponement of the England- 
Holland friendly. I had the radio and 
throughout the nights the rioting took 
place, finding it hard to sleep for several 
nights whilst my city was going up 
in flames and with sirens piercing the 
night. The only good to come out of it 
was that I learnt how to use Twitter - at 
times finding it very informative and at 
other times downright misleading. 

The riots affected just one match: Tot- 
tenham’s home match against Everton. 
This is testimony to the action that was 
taken by police and also the lull in vio- 
lence later in the week. I didn’t expect 
Spurs-Everton to go ahead, even though 
it’s been over a week since shops were 
destroyed and looted in Tottenham. 
The fact is the local authorities haven’t 
been able to clear up the approach 
roads to White Hart Lane sufficiently 
and to have a football match in such 
circumstances wasn’t acceptable. 

Later in the week there were calls from 
Everton’s Tim Cahill to postpone this 
weekend’s Premier League matches. 
His argument was that the police, fire 
brigade and ambulance service would 
understandably be exhausted from their 
heroic exertions. 

“For us [players], Cahill said, “if 

we have to sacrifice an extra week at 
the end of the season to finish off the 


akes A Back Seat To Riots 


games, then so be it.” Though the Auss- 
ie — who started his career in England 
playing for south London club Millwall 
- plays for a Merseyside club he has 
lived in London for nearly a decade and 
a half. Cahill also added: “We could 
only play for the right reasons. The 
main thing is, you have to think about 
the police who are working day in, day 
out...the ambulance, the firemen - they 
are human beings. We need to reward 
them, people need to help them. I know 
it's not up to us, but that is important.” 
Heurelho Gomes — the Tottenham goal- 
keeper — brought home the fact that mil- 
lionaire footballers were not immune 
from the riots. Most players who play 
for London clubs actually live just out- 
side the capital in what are sometimes 
termed ‘leafy suburbs’ - usually a by- 
word for white middle-class neighbour- 
hoods. Some live in Herefordshire and 
others - like Gomes - live in Chigwell 
in Essex, usually in homes rented from 
the football club. 

Last week Gomes told the Daily Mail, 
“My home is in Chigwell about 20 
minutes from the centre of the riots and 
thats a danger. This happens in Brazil 
but we never believed it would be pos- 
sible in England. We’re watching the 
situation all day.’ 

Gomes is friends with fellow Brazil- 
ians Alex and David Luiz, who play for 
Chelsea, and his argument is that these 
days if you can’t be safe in and around 
London you can’t be safe anywhere. 
“We talk to know [sic] what’s going 
on...people think that this only happens 
in Brazil, these episodes of violence, 
they think they are safe in England. 

But the truth is that you are not relaxed 
anywhere in the world anymore.” 
There were several issues that pre- 
cipitated the riots. The issues are not 
an excuse for what happened, but did 


provide a catalyst for many people, both 
young and old, to indulge in looting. As 
the violence spread to Liverpool and 
Manchester, Liverpool captain Jamie 
Carragher took the time to have his say. 
In his column in the Mirror he chose to 
focus on those young people involved 
in the trouble. 

Despite not being my favourite foot- 
baller, Carragher (like many players) 
does a lot of charity work with under- 
privileged children. It is very fashion- 
able to criticise players for earning lots 
of money and for being prima donnas, 
but who would turn down £100k a week 
and say ‘you know what I’ll take 10’? 
Regardless of how anyone feels about 
players, there is no doubt that there are 
some who take their position as role 
models seriously and use their status to 
help others. 

Carragher wrote, “The worry is that 
young people [may] feel this is the way 
they should express any disaffection 
they have...most of us are from the 
same working class backgrounds as the 
rioting kids we week to inspire.” He 
also added, “I try to let them know what 
can be achieved through hard work 

and respect — for themselves as well as 
others.” 

He ended it poignantly. “There really 
are different choices these kids can 
make and different directions they 

can take. Rioting is certainly not the 
answer.” 

Life, at its simplest, is a series of 
decisions and choices. The choices we 
make determine where we are now and 
where we will end up. The thing players 
and managers can do is take the lead, 
and display the respect that Carragher 
espouses in his article towards match 
officials. Too often players gesticulate 
and swear at officials in the same man- 
ner the police were subjected to by the 


rioters. Their shows of disrespect to 
authority are shown around the world 
and seem to be an accepted part of the 
game. Therefore it was very pleasing to 
see Phil Dowd not standing for any dis- 
sent during the Community Shield. It’s 
time for us all to treat others the same 
way we wish to be treated. 


After an interesting (and violent) week 
in England football matches broke out 
all over the country. So what did we 
learn? We learnt that last year was last 
year and will not have any bearing on 
what happens this year. We learnt that 
35million is a lot to pay for a player 
who cannot shoot on target (Andrew 
Carroll take a bow). 

However, the first game of the season 
is usually a poor barometer of future 
performance. Remember, last year 
Blackpool creamed Wigan 4-0 at the 
DW Stadium and they now have to go 
to places like Doncaster and Burnley. 
So that means QPR shouldn’t be wor- 
ried about being embarrassed by the 
same scoreline by Bolton Wanderers 
right? Wrong! This was a Bolton team 
that had won just one of their last 18 
Premier League away matches so it 
does look like this season will be a 
tough one for the Hoops. Then again 
stats aren’t everything and even Robin 
van Persie’s 9-game scoring streak 
in away games had to end sometime, 
and it did at St. James’s Park in the 
0-0 draw with Arsenal. One thing we 
do know is that whatever happens at 
Newcastle — good and bad - will have 
Joey Barton at the heart of it. 


Follow me on Twitter @LeroyJRob- 
inson 


Allied carp! 


9 cieeaoe ore 


The before and after 
of Allied Carpets in 
Tottenham. 


Fantastic Football| Flashbacks 


With Roy Hay 


QO a beautiful autumn after- 
noon in Adelaide in 1995, 
the Grand Final of the Australian 
National Soccer League was very 
evenly balanced midway through 
the first half. Coming up from his 
defensive midfield role, the captain 
of the Melbourne Knights, Andrew 
Marth, gained control of the ball in 
the centre of the Hindmarsh Sta- 
dium. Taking a couple of steps he 
unleashed a searing shot which flew 
past Adelaide City goalkeeper Ja- 
son Petkovic and into the net behind 
him. Marth had done that many 
times before for his club, but this 
was the most important of his spec- 
tacular goals, erasing the memory 
of a similar strike in a losing grand 
final only four years previously. The 
Knights were to score again before 
the trophy could be claimed, but 
in that moment the dreams of two 
generations of Croatian-Australians 
to field the champion soccer team in 
the country were finally and glori- 
ously realised. 


Andrew Marth was one of the stron- 
gest and most dymanic midfielders in 
the National Soccer League from 1987 
until it concluded in 2004 and drove 
Melbourne Knights to its first NSL 
title in 1995. He had one short spell 
at Green Gully and three seasons with 
Carlton, but returned to the Knights 
when that club folded. He also repre- 
sented Australia 21 times. Most peo- 
ple recall his physical presence but he 
had a lot of skill and a fearsome shot, 


scoring some of the most spectacular 
goals from distance, including the de- 
cisive one in the winning grand final 
in Adelaide. 


Andrew Marth’s father Franz arrived 
from Europe in the 1950s and played 
with Richmond Allemania. Andrew 
was born in 1969, and started as a 
junior at Sunshine George Cross and 
made his debut in the senior team 
against Footscray JUST on 6 July 
1987 in Round 12 of the National Soc- 
cer League at Chaplin Reserve. John 
Gardiner was his coach and the Geor- 
gies were tipped to be relegated, but 
fought back strongly in the last part of 
the season only losing two of the final 
twelve games including a final round 
win away to Preston. The young guns 
including Marth, Paul Trimboli, John 
Markovski and John Campelj were 
all part of the squad in these games. 
In 1988 he played 23 of the 26 games 
as Georgies finished seventh in the 
league. At the end of the 1989 sea- 
son Marth transferred to Melbourne 
Knights where he was to play the most 
influential part of his career. 


For his first few seasons at the Knights 
Marth and the club experienced the 
disappointment of reaching the finals, 
but failing to go all the way. In 1990, it 
was an away loss to Sydney Olympic 
in the semi-final. In 1991 there was the 
heart-break of a penalty-shoot out de- 
feat by South Melbourne in the Grand 
final in front of 23,318 at Olympic 


Andrew Marth. 
Photo: Roy Hay. 


Andrew Marth in familiar form for Melbourne Croatia. 


Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 


Park. The score at the end of the match 
was one-all thanks to Marth’s strike 
after 25 minutes, equalised by Joe 
Palatsides with only two minutes of 
normal time to go. That narrow failure 
was to be repeated in 1992, only this 
time Adelaide City won on penalties. 


He flies through the air with the greatest of ease. Andrew Marth, Steve Horvat and Francis Awarat- 
ife in action. Photo: Les Shorrock. Les Shorrock collection, Deakin University Library. 


Two years later the Knights topped 
the table again and this time Adelaide 
prevailed thanks to a single goal by 
Damian Mori in the Grand Final. 


So when skipper Marth and teen- 
age sensation Mark Viduka and the 
Knights reached the final in 1995 
there was a fierce determination to 
succeed. The following year the 
Knights finished a point behind Mar- 
coni in the league but accounted for 
the Sydneysiders by two goals to one 
in the Grand Final. Once again Marth 
got the opening goal and when Adrian 
Cervinski made it two, back-to-back 
titles were secured despite a reply 
from Andrew Harper. Over the 1995- 
96 season Marth played 31 games for 
the Knights and scored ten goals from 
midfield, an heroic performance. His 
Joe Marston Medal in the Grand Final 
capped off an extraordinary campaign. 
In the next two years the Knights went 
backwards but Marth’s enthusiasm for 


A young Andrew Marth playing for Sunshine George Cross takes on lan Wallace of Croatia. 


the game saw him act as player-coach 
in the off-season for St Albans and as 
coach for Green Gully (since he was 
on crutches at the time), before mov- 
ing to Carlton for the 1998-99 season. 
Marth had become disillusioned with 
the Knights’ recruiting and probably 
needed a fresh challenge. In 1999- 
2000 he helped his new club to third 
place in the league and to the Prelimi- 
nary final where they lost to eventual 
champion, Wollongong Wolves. 


Carlton collapsed after 8 rounds of the 
following season and Marth returned 
to the Knights. Again he shouldered 
the playing-coach role, taking over 
from Vlado Vanis, and the Knights 
scraped into the finals where they 
accounted for Perth Glory, but lost 
the semi-final to Sydney Olympic. It 
was a similar story in 2001-02 as the 
Knights came sixth and were elimi- 
nated by Olympic once again. When 
the NSL came to an end in 2004, 


Marth played in the Victorian Premier 
League with Fawkner and then moved 
to Green Gully again in 2005-06. In 
2005 Ian Dobson brought him in to 
win the ball in the air and stiffen the 
midfield as Gully won the Victorian 
Premier League. 


At international level Andrew Marth 
got his first cap against the Soviet 
Union in 1991 and was a regular in the 
Socceroos for the next three years. His 
only international goal came against 
Croatia in 1992, when the Socceroos 
took on the newly independent coun- 
try’s team at Olympic Park on 5 July. 
It was the only goal of the game. In 
1995 he came on to replace Paul Wade 
in a friendly against Argentina to han- 
sel the new Centenario stadium. His 
final Socceroo appearance was against 
Paraguay in 2000, and there are many 
who feel he deserved several more 
caps than he received. 


Photo: Les Shorrock. Les Shorrock collection, Deakin University Library. 


South/American scene 


Hatin 


Former Paraguay striker Salva- 
dor Cabafias, who missed out on 
the 2010 World Cup after being 
shot in the head, made a cameo 
comeback in a match in his hon- 
our between his country and for- 
mer Mexican club America. 

The player nicknamed “Marshall” 
played for eight minutes for Améri- 
ca in the first half and 10 minutes for 
Paraguay in the second of a friendly 
at the Azteca, his former home 
ground, that ended 0-0 on Wednes- 
day night. 

“For us the most important thing 
was that he should feel happy and 
comfortable,” Paraguay’s new coach 
Francisco Arce said. 

“He’s a well loved lad, he’s blessed 
after all he’s been through. 

Whether he comes back into the 
professional game or not is second- 
ary,” Arce told reporters. 

Cabanas was shot in the head in a 
Mexico City nightclub in January 
2010, months after helping Para- 
guay qualify for the World Cup in 
South Africa, where his country 
went further than ever before, reach- 
ing the quarter-finals. 

The bullet remains lodged in his 
head because doctors feared trying 
to remove it might cost Cabajas his 
life. Following hospital treatment 
in Mexico and rehabilitation in an 
Argentine clinic he returned home 
to Asuncion where he trains as an 
amateur with first division club Lib- 
ertad. 

“(Cabafias) deserves (the honour), 
it was worth it for him and the 
América fans who adore him,” said 
the Mexican club’s Chilean coach 
Carlos Reinoso. 

Cabafias was shot during an argu- 
ment in the nightclub restroom by 
yy 
Balderas, who was arrested last 
January after drugs baron Edgar “La 
Barbie” Valdez, captured in August 
2010, admitted to helping JJ hide 
after the shooting incident. 

The striker had last played at the 
Azteca on Jan. 17, 2010 when he 
scored twice in América’s 5-1 win 
over San Luis in the Mexican cham- 
pionship. His last match was a 2-0 
defeat away to Morelia two days 
before the Jan. 25 shooting. 

Former Paraguay defender Arce 
took charge of the team when Ar- 
gentine coach Gerardo Martino 
resigned after the Copa América in 
Argentina where they lost the final 
3-0 to Uruguay. 


A tight and hard fought victory 
was played today at the Nacional 
stadium in Santiago where Uni- 
versidad de Chile made its debut 
for this season’s Copa Sudameri- 
cana against Uruguayan side Fé- 
nix. 

From kick-off, the local side began 
dominating possession and attack- 
ing whilst the visiting team opted to 
keep the marking on a much more 
defensive setting disabling their 
chances at goal. 

It was the blue-coloured home side, 
“la U” that outplayed the side laid 


Cabanas returns after being sh 
| ee 


Universidad de Chile’s Eduardo Vargas in action in the Copa Bridgestone Sudamericana 
against Fenix of Uruguay played during the week. 


Salvador Cabafias spotted just before his testimonial match at the Azteca 
stadium in Mexico City. 


out by Rosario Martinez and the first 
play of the match was a clear chance 
of risk-taking. A false alarm and the 
bad timing by goalkeeper Danilo 
Lerda let Diego Rivarola a header 
that was cleared by defender Ale- 
jandro Silva. 

Within the half hour, the turning 
point for Fénix was the red card 
for midfielder Fabian Trujillo after 
a second yellow card leaving his 
Uruguayan side with ten men on the 
pitch. 

During the second half the fla- 
vour kept going at the same pace, 
it looked as though Universidad de 
Chile created more chances at goal. 
It was precisely this where coach 
Jorge Sampaoli encouraged his 
troops to capitalise as a result of the 
creative pieces played on behalf of 
Eduardo Vargas beating the visiting 
goalkeeper with a superb header. 
With the ease of the advantage of 
a goal up, the home side kept piling 
up pressure to increase the scoreline. 
On the dying minutes, midfielder 
Gustavo Lorenzetti could have 
made the margin increase to be only 
denied by the woodwork. 

For the record, Universidad de 
Chile has taken the minimal score- 
line advantage ahead of the return 
leg against Fénix, to be played on 
the 18th this month in Montevideo. 
Botafogo meanwhile with goals by 
Maicosuel and by Argentine Ger- 
man Herrera won their respective 
tie played in Ipatinga by 2 goals to 
1 over Atlético Mineiro and in an 
advantage over the two legs in the 
second round of the Copa Sudameri- 
cana which could be compared as 
the second tier club competition. 

The deficit went to Mineiro as the 
the Belo Horizonte-based club cur- 
rently plays its games over in Ipat- 
inga while their home stadium the 
Mineirao goes under reconstruction. 
Mineiro scored by way of Richarly- 
son, a former Sao Paulo and Brazil- 
ian international. 

Both squads hit out their strongest 
line-ups as a priority and not over- 
looking their poor recent form in the 
Brazilian domestic championship. 
Alexis Stival ‘Cuca’, the new flam- 
boyant boss at Atlético Mineiro had 
no hesitation playing Richarlyson; 
defender Réver and André up front 
who have been members of the na- 
tional squad. Mancini is the other 
big name back from his stint abroad 
including Internazionale of Milan. 


Botafogo with coach Caio Junior 
in charge played out their strike 
partnership of Uruguayan interna- 
tional and Copa America winner in 
Sebastian Abreu and Herrera along 
with renown local stars Maicos- 
uel, Marcelo Mattos and emerging, 
promising goalkeeper Jefferson. 
The Rio de Janeiro club opened 
the scoring on 7 minutes when Her- 
rera took full advantage of a creative 
opening by Marcio Azevedo leaving 
goalkeeper Giovanni completely 
stranded. 
The second goal came as a result of 
constant charging down the flanks 
until the 39th minute proved costly 
when Marcelo Mattos split the de- 
fence for Maicosuel and extending 
the lead for the “cariocas”’. 
The second half seemed a mountain 
to climb for Atlético Mineiro search- 
ing for a desperate draw until the 
changes made by coach Caio Junior 
proved right but with little time on 
the clock with an experienced Man- 
cini making an impact on the pitch. 
All eight Brazilian teams are 
pooledinto the second phase of the 
Copa Bridgestone Sudamericana - 
the official sponsored naming rights 
tournament name. 
Botafogo host the return leg on the 
23rd of August in Rio de Janeiro. 
The eventual winner reaches the 
third round to play either Colom- 
bian sides Deportivo Cali y and fel- 
low club Independiente Santa Fe or 
Peruvian outfit] César Vallejo who 
have drawn in the first leg in the city 
of Trujillo in Peru. 


Futebol Finance is a well respect- 
ed magazine in Latin América and 
has compiled a special on the fu- 
ture revelations in the game. 

On the list of the top 20 feature a 
number of players plying their trade 
under 21 years of age, their low cost 
at the moment and their value in the 
market. 

Other factors considered are the 
transfer windows that are yet to 
conclude from the many domes- 
tic leagues that coincide with the 
leagues in Europe. 

The list was also a way to collabo- 
rate with a number of registered club 
scouts and FIFA agents to determine 
the technical abilities and qualities, 
all of which are perfect ingredients 
for football clubs. 

In the weight of Arsenal’s most re- 


cent signing in Costa Rican under- 
20 international starlet Joel Camp- 
bell, here is the ranking compiled by 
Futebol Finance: 


1.- Bryan Carrasco - Audax 
Italiano - 20 years - Defender - 
Chile 


2.- Mario Fernandes - Gremio 
Porto Alegre - 20 years - Defend- 
er - Brazil 


3.- Pedro Franco - Millonarios 
- 20 years - Defender - Colombia 


4.- Leonel Galeano - /ndependi- 
ente - 19 years - Defender - Ar- 
gentina 


5.- Diego Reyes - América - 18 
years - Midfielder - Mexico 


6.- Casemiro - Sao Paulo - 19 
years - Midfielder - Brazil 


7.- Guido Pizarro - Lanus - 21 
years - Midfielder - Argentina 


8.- Felipe Gutiérrez - Univer- 
sidad Catdlica - 20 years - Mid- 
fielder - Chile 


9.- Matias Mier - Universidad 
Catélica - 20 years - Midfielder - 
Uruguay 


10.- Marcos Caicedo - Emelec - 
19 years - Midfielder - Ecuador 


11.- Michael Hoyos - Estudi- 
antes - 19 years - Midfielder - Ar- 
gentina 


12.- Edwin Cardona - Ailético 
Nacional - 18 years - Midfielder 
- Colombia 


13.- Oscar - Internacional Porto 
Alegre - 19 years - Midfielder - 
Brazil 


14.- Ulises Davila - Chivas - 20 
years - Midfielder - Mexico 


15.- Leandro - Gremio - 18 years 
- Forward - Brazil 


16.- Joel Campbell - Arsenal- 19 
years - Forward - Costa Rica 


17.- Cristian Palacios - Pefiarol 
- 20 years - Forward - Uruguay 


18.- Juan S. Agudelo - New York 


Red Bulls - 18 years - Forward - 
United States 


19.- Erick Torres - Chivas - 18 
years - Forward - Mexico 


20.- Facundo Ferreyra - Ban- 
field - 20 years - Forward - Ar- 
gentina 


Colombia national team coach 
Hernan Dario Gomez expressed 
regret Monday after reports that 
he struck a woman in a bar, saying 
he lost control and lamented what 
happened. 

Gomez issued a statement that 
stopped short of admitting he struck 
the woman in the Bogota bar on Sat- 
urday. 

“Faced with the personal incident 
that took place Saturday, which has 
damaged me, I want to say publicly 
that I am profoundly sorry for this 
and for having lost control the way 
I did,” Gomez said in a statement. 
“T have always been a defender of 
women, and I admire and respect 
them. This act shames me with my 
mother, with my wife and with all 
the women in my family and in the 
country.” 

Various reports Monday said he 
struck the woman, who reportedly 
confronted him, with witnesses say- 
ing she had been drinking. 

Women’s organizations in Colom- 
bia had demanded he resign as coach 
of the national team. 

However Luis Bedoya, the presi- 
dent of the Colombian Footbal 
Federation, said Gomez’s tenure as 
coach should not be at stake. 

“T consider this a lamentable inci- 
dent,” Bedoya told the newspaper E 
Tiempo de Bogota. “From the point 
of view of the federation, obviously 
we are not in accord with this. This 
is a personal act that one should no 
mix with Hernan Diaro Gomez’s job 
as the national team coach.” 

There have been talks however from 
players unanimously urging to rein- 
state the well-know and well-loved 
coach for his actions and the con- 
fession in which he faced the pub- 
lic. The news that sent shockwaves 
throughout the country shall play 
out a resolution in time for Colom- 
bia’s next set of international friend- 
ly matches in time for the opening 
World Cup 2014 qualification round 
in October. 


Santos forward Neymar continues 
to deny the Real Madrid rumors 
that have been circulating around 
the young Brazilian player all 
summer. 

Speaking after Brazil’s 3-2 loss to 
Germany in a friendly in Stuttgart, 
the 19-year-old turned down any 
suggestions that he was close to 
signing with the Spanish club. 

“No, no, I’m still a Santos player,” 
he said. “‘There’s nothing. I have al- 
ready said it... I’m a Santos player.” 
Neymar started Wednesday’s match 
for the South American side and was 
largely disappointing throughout the 
encounter after nearly missing the 
game due to a fever and sore throat. 
But he was able to score a goal two 
minutes into full time. 

Neymar confessed that the result 
does not match Brazil’s expecta- 
tions, but stressed his side still need 
some time to gel. 

“This is not the result we wanted, 
but we need to keep our heads held 
high to continue the work. We need 
more time to get things going,” he 
said. 


Corinthians have moved back to the 
top of the Brazilian Serie A after 
playing out a 0-0 draw with Santos 
on Wednesday. 

A draw was enough to help Adenor 
Bacchi’s team above Flamengo, who 
are also on 33 points, because they 
have won one more game. 

Santos were without star striker 
Neymar and midfielder Paulo Hen- 
rique Ganso, who were both away 
on international duty with Brazil. 
Former Manchester City midfielder 
Elano provided a constant threat to 
the Corinthians defence, but San- 
tos settled for a point to move into 
14th. 


Do not forget to stay tuned with the 
Under 20 FIFA World Cup in Co- 
lombia as the semi-finals decided 
today shall undergo what has been 
a surprising and action-packed tour- 
nament so far. SBS will screen the 
semi-finals and final as well. 


As always, adios everybody and 
until next week in the name of foot- 
ball. 
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The World Game On A Local level 
Olympic Stumble Again, 


ke Salter 


If Sydney Olympic’s loss to second-placed 
Sydney United last week rendered the 
Premiership race moderately interesting, 
this week’s 5-1 thumping at the hands of 
Marconi blew it wide open. United failed 
to take full advantage, earning only a 
point in a 1-1 draw with Parramatta. 
Yet Olympic’s rivals are now only two 
points adrift of the competition leaders, 
with Sutherland, 1-0 victors over Rock- 
dale on Saturday evening, a further point 
behind. 

Elsewhere in the top five, Blacktown con- 
tinued their fine run with a crucial 1-0 away 
win over Bonnyrigg. Mark Crittenden’s 
young side have shrugged off their indif- 
ferent start superbly, and now have a slim 
chance of making a late bid for the Premier- 
ship; they trail Olympic by only five points. 
In the round’s remaining games, both of 
which were of academic importance only, 
the South Coast Wolves downed Manly 2-1 
while APIA won their second game run- 
ning, sending struggling Bankstown further 
into the doldrums with a 3-1 home win. 


It was a match-up between the competi- 
tion’s previously imperious leaders and 
a Marconi side which has failed to live 
up to expectations in 2011, but the form 
book was completely rewritten at Bel- 
more as the visitors outclassed their op- 
ponents in all departments. 

Olympic had marginally the better of the 
early play, and the swift David Gullo pro- 
vided the hosts with their first chance, mo- 
toring down the right and jinking his way 
into the box only for James Chronopoulos 
to deal capably with his weak left-footed 
shot. On 14 minutes the young Olym- 
pic winger was at the centre of the action 
again, failing to react quickly enough when 
a throw was flicked on to him as he stood 
unmarked some three yards from the Mar- 
coni goal. 

Eight minutes later the visitors took the 
lead, and the goal owed a great deal to the 
industry and determination of right-back 
Chris Nunes, who surged past two Olym- 
pic defenders and cut the ball back from the 
right-hand byline; Josh Sama was on hand 
to pound the ball home, via the despairing 
arm of Paul Henderson. 

Chris Triantis nearly brought the sides 
level with a sumptuous right-footed volley 
from twenty-five yards, but Chronopoulos 


ens Title F 


NSW Premier iacalle action from APIA’s 3-1 win over Bankstown. Photo: CARLOS FURTADO/ COURTESY FNSW 


was able to palm it onto the crossbar. The 
next chance fell to the visitors shortly after 
the half-hour, Gordon beating the offside 
trap only to be thwarted by an alert Hen- 
derson. 

There was nothing the Olympic keeper 
could do a minute later, however, when a 
long ball forward from Gordon connected 
with Nunes’ enterprising run. The little 
Marconi fullback easily outpaced the vet- 
eran Richard Luksic, and as the latter at- 
tempted to reel in his antagonist, the referee 
ruled that he had committed a last-man foul 
inside the box. It seemed a debatable deci- 
sion, and when referee produced a red card 
after pointing to the penalty spot, the anger 
of the home fans was palpable. 


The ever-reliable Nahuel Arrarte took the 
spot kick, sending it low and hard into the 
left-hand corner. 2-0 to Marconi, and Olym- 
pic down to ten. 

Yet the hosts were improbably back in 
the encounter five minutes from the break. 
A determined run by Triantis in the inside- 
right channel ended with Brenton Rhodes 
clattering into the Olympic midfielder, 
and this time it was Phil Makrys who had 
no trouble dispatching the penalty. Trian- 
tis, full of confidence, had two more half- 
chances just prior to the interval. 

After the break, Marconi made their nu- 
merical advantage tell, but it took a dread- 
ful goalkeeping error to gift the away side 
their third. Rushing out to tackle an advanc- 


ing Nathan Jagelman on the Marconi left, 
Henderson was left red-faced when his at- 


tempted interception fell into the path of 


Sama, who was faced with a completely 
empty net. 

The Olympic defence began to disinte- 
grate. Just before the hour, Arrarte was 
limply permitted to advance on goal unhin- 
dered, and Henderson was fortunate that the 
veteran’s shot was a feeble one. On 66 min- 
utes the hosts’ defence broke down again 
and Sama was able to play in Jagelman, 
who made a terrible mess of what should 
have been a straightforward finish. 

Twenty minutes from the end, the best 
goal of the game made it 4-1. Umut Tokdo- 
gan, having a constructive game for Marco- 


ni in midfield, let fly with an extraordinary 
free kick from 35 yards, which somehow 
beat Henderson at his near post. 

With Olympic shoulders now visibly drop- 
ping, a fifth arrived shortly afterwards. Ali 
Haydar strolled confidently out of defence, 
worked his way down the right, and found 
a completely unmarked Sama in the middle. 
The young striker completed his hat-trick 
with a neat finish under the legs of Hen- 
derson. 

Although the tireless Triantis conjured up 
a couple more chances for Olympic in the 
final minutes, it was never going to make 
any difference. A body blow for the compe- 
tition’s leaders as they attempt to secure a 
much-desired Premiership. 


NSW PREMIER LEAGUE: ROUND 20: FIRST 
GRADE: Bonnyrigg White Eagles 0 Blacktown 
City FC 1 (Milorad Simonovic 70m), Parramatta 
Eagles 1 (Fabian lacovelli 90m) Sydney United 

1 (Benjamin Vidaic 89m), Sutherland Sharks 1 
(Huseyin Jasli 6m) Rockdale City Suns 0, APIA 
Leichhardt Tigers 3 (Franco Parisi 31m Anthony 
Hartshorn 48m Christopher James 53m) Bank- 
stown City 1 (Stefanos Liavas 89m), South Coast 
Wolves 2 (Mark Picciolini 38m Nicholas Littler 
76m) Manly United FC 1 (Joseph Gibbs 62m), 
Sydney Olympic 1 (Phillip Makrys 41m pen) 
Marconi Stallions 5 (Gosue Sama 23m/52m/78m 
Nahuel Arrarte 34m pen Umut Tokdogan 70m). 


GRADE 20: Bonnyrigg White Eagles 2 Blacktown 
City FC 2, Parramatta Eagles 2 Sydney United 0, 
Sutherland Sharks 4 Rockdale City Suns 0., APIA 
Leichhardt Tigers 2 Bankstown City 0, South 
Coast Wolves 1 Manly United FC 2, Sydney 
Olympic 1 Marconi Stallions 1. 


GRADE 18: Bonnyrigg White Eagles 2 Blacktown 
City FC 0, Parramatta Eagles 3 Sydney United 1, 
Sutherland Sharks 7 Rockdale City Suns 0, APIA 
Leichhardt Tigers 3 Bankstown City 1, Sydney 
Olympic 1 Marconi Stallions 0. 


NextjRound 


Bonnyrigg WE vs Sutherland Sharks 
Bonnyrigg Club 7:00 PM Sat 20/Aug 


Sydney Olympic vs Rockdale City Suns 
Belmore Sports Grnd 3:00 PM Sun 21/Aug 


Bankstown City vs Manly United FC 
Jensen Park 3:00 PM Sun 21/Aug 


Blacktown City vs South Coast Wolves 
Lily Homes 3:00 PM Sun 21/Aug 


Marconi Stallions vs Parramatta FC 
Marconi Stadium 3:00 PM Sun 21/Aug 


Sydney United vs APIA Leichhardt 
Sydney United Sports Centre 4:00 PM 


PWODL F AGDPts 
1 Sydney Olympic 19 12 5 2 35 24 11 38 
2 Sydney United 191036 34 20 14 36 
3 Sutherland Sharks 19 10 4 5 26 19 7 35 
4 Blacktown City FC 19 10 6 3 31 17 14 33 
5Bonnyrigg WE 197 4 8 26 197 29 
6 Marconi Stallions 19 6 7 6 26 21 5 24 
7 South Coast 19 7 10 2 29 34 -5 23 
8 Manly United FC 19 5 7 7 26 35 -9 22 
9 Rockdale City Suns19 6 10 3 19 27 -8 21 
10 Bankstown City 196 10327 39-12 21 
11 APIA Leichhardt 19 510423 33-1019 
12 ParramattaFC 194123 1832-1415 


QLD 


With the Queensland Academy of 
Sports and Gold Coast Stars hav- 
ing been knocked out of the finals 
last week the potential grand final- 
ists were reduced to four and coin- 
cidentally the teams remaining fin- 
ished first, second, third and fourth 
on the league table. 

Three of the four teams, Sunshine 
Coast Fire, Brisbane Strikers and 
FNQ Bulls are familiar final four pro- 
tagonists, but the Whitsunday Miners 
are breaking new ground this year. 

Having opened the new Mackay 
Stadium last week and disposed of 
the Gold Coast Stars 3-1 in front of 
a record QSL crowd of 1,845, the 
Miners went into their elimination 
Semi-Final against FNQ Bulls full of 
confidence. 

Coach Graham Harvey once again 
had selection headaches of the best 
kind, a fully fit squad to choose from 
in what was also set to be the last 
home game ever for Miners stalwart 
Troy Mundy. 

FNQ Bulls also had a trouble free 
week and coach Peter Tokesi named 
an unchanged starting eleven from 
their 4-0 victory over QAS. 

The two previous encounters be- 
tween the sides in 2011 saw a share 
of the points as the Miners won 3-2 
in Mackay before the Bulls turned the 
tables on their rivals with a 4-2 win 
in Mareeba. 

With that in mind there was always 
likely to be goals in the game and that 
proved to be the case as the Miners 
took a 2-0 lead before the half cour- 


Strikers Through to Grand Final 


Striker’s defender Chris Maher under pressure from Fire’s Shaun Blackman. 


Photo: ROBYN WOODALL 


Shaun Blackman and Ben Griffen 
compete to get their heads on the 
ball.Photo: ROBYN WOODALL 


tesy of goals from Jamie White and 
Clark Bradford. 
The second half was a tussle in mid- 
field, neither side truly able to estab- 
lish a dominant performance, bad 
news for the Bulls as they failed to 
find a way onto the scoreboard. 
Bradford then sealed the result for 
the home team in the 65th minute 
with a well taken goal that keeps alive 
their season and will see Whitsunday 
play for a spot in the Grand Final next 
weekend. 


The Miners had to wait till Sunday 
night to find out who their opponents 
would be, Brisbane Strikers holding 
a slim 2-1 lead over Sunshine Coast 
from the first leg of their final. 

The Strikers dug deep last week, 
overcoming the fact that their squad 
had been decimated by injuries and 
the suspension of centre-half Nick 
Robinson to win in injury time after 
an intensely-contested game. 

But Sunshine Coast coach Richard 
Hudson said that several key players 


had been affected by the flu going into 
that game and he is unlikely to have 
rung any alarm bells ahead of the re- 
turn semi-final. 

Sunshine Coast have been the stand- 
out side of the competition so far, 
certainly at home, and with a valuable 
away goal it the stage seemed set for 
a night of celebration at Stockland 
Park. 

The Fire needed an early goal and 
came out of the blocks quickly once 
the match kicked-off but Brendan 


White and the Brisbane defence were 
ready and held firm under the on- 
slaught. 

Being the third meeting in as many 
weeks between these two sides there 
was always likely to be a little niggle 
and tackles were coming in hard and 
fast as they battled to win the right to 
a home Grand Final. 

Despite several decent chances the 
sides went into the sheds at the half 
with the score 0-0. 

The second half played out in much 


Knockout Semi Final 

Whitsunday Miners 3 (White 18, Bradford 
35,65) v FNQ Bulls 0 

(FNQ Bulls are eliminated) 


Sunshine Coast Fire 0 v Brisbane Strikers 0 
(Brisbane Strikers win on aggregate score 2-1) 


Youth Grade Scores - Catch up matches 
SWQ 1 v Logan Strikers 1 

Gold Coast Zone 0 v SWQ 2 

Sunshine Coast Fire 2 v Brisbane Strikers 1 


Preliminary Final 
Sunshine Coast Fire 
vs 
Whitsunday Miners, 
Sunday 21st August KO 2pm 
Sunshine Coast Stadium, 
Bokarina, Qld 


the same manner, Brisbane holding 
on determinedly to their one goal lead 
whilst Sunshine Coast were cheered 
on by the home crowd as they chased 
a goal. 

With time running down and the score 
still at 0-0 the memories of Ben Grif- 
fin’s injury time winner last weekend 
came to mind but on this occasion 
there wasn’t to be a hero for the home 
fans as the final whistle sounded on a 
scoreless draw. 

The result handed Brisbane a 2-1 
aggregate win and denied Sunshine 
Coast a home Grand Final yet again, 
the Fire having won their previous 
two QSL Championships away from 
home. 

Sunshine Coast will have to get over 
their disappointment before next 
weekend when they host Whitsunday 
Miners in what should be an excellent 
match. 


The World| Game) OnjA' Local Level 
South Hobart win State-wide Cup in Tasmania 


Walter Pless 


South Hobart won the Milan La- 
koseljac Memorial Trophy for the 
third time in four seasons on Satur- 
day night with a 3-0 win over Olym- 
pia Warriors at KGV Park. 

The final seemed a mismatch as South 
Hobart recently won the Forestry Tas- 
mania Southern Premier League title, 
while Olympia just avoided relegation 
for the second year in a row. 

But, Olympia managed to contain the 
newly crowned league champions un- 
til 4 minutes before the interval, when 
Brayden Mann nipped in at the far 
post ahead of Craig Stockdale to turn 
home Andy Brennan’s cross from the 
right and give South Hobart the lead. 
The Warriors had not managed a shot 
at goal in the opening half, but their 
defending had kept them in the game 
until Scott’s cross found that chink in 
their armour. 

In stoppage time at the end of the first 
half, Jonathon Lo almost added a sec- 
ond, but his shot just cleared the bar. 

Olympia brought on storm trooper 
Kosta Grillas for the second half in 
place of midfielder Ben Phillips as if 
to show they meant business, and it 
was Grillas’s determination that en- 
abled him to win the ball and set up a 
chance early on for Nick Meredith, but 
he blazed over the target from the left. 

Tom Roach shot narrowly wide at 
the other end for South Hobart, who 
gradually began to look more menac- 
ing and in control. 

Ten minutes into the second period, 
Olympia’s Jake Van Der Mey could 


Clarence’s Paris Crowe (right) wins the ball in the Womens’ final against Launceston City. 
Photo: WALTER PLESS 


only get an outstretched leg to a 
through-ball, but Mann gained pos- 
session and advanced on goal before 
shooting past Jason Voss to make it 
2-0. 

Olympia coach Franco Previdi refused 
to settle for the result and replaced de- 
fender Jayden Hey with winger War- 
ren Wadawu and midfielder Alex Nan- 
dan with striker Omar Shabenah. 

The change had little effect, however, 
and Voss did very well to turn a Mann 
free-kick from range over the bar in 
the 69th minute. 

Two minutes later, Lo added South 
Hobart’s third with a low drive from 
the inside-left channel and that was 
the ball game. 

“T thought it was a good win and a 
good game,” said South Hobart coach, 
Ken Morton. 


“We had a lot of possession obviously 
in the first half, but I thought we were 
playing in front of them too much and 
we needed to turn them around a bit. 
“In the second half, we started to do 
that. 

“We’ve had problems training all 
week and, obviously, we’ve had a bad 
virus running through the club. Hugh 
Ludford and Loic Feral were strug- 
gling to get forward and Jim Pennicott 
had been out for a while with the ‘flu 
this week, but we thought he’d have 
enough legs for half the game, which 
was proven he did. 

“We started to get Jim and Liam 
[Scott] forward a bit more in the sec- 
ond half, which gave us a bit more 
momentum.” 

The win gave South Hobart their 
fourth piece of silverware for the sea- 


son and they now just need to win the 
State-wide Top-Four series to make it 
a clean sweep of the trophies on offer 
for the second season in a row. 

“T don’t like losing, but the way we 
lost today, I don’t think we disgraced 
ourselves,” said Olympia Warriors 
coach, Franco Previdi. 

“South Hobart is not an easy team to 
beat. On a smaller ground, possibly 
yes, but out here, it’s a bit difficult. 

“We gave the first two goals away 
easily, but they were good finishes. 
They’ve got four of five players who 
can strike the ball really well and 
credit to them.” 
The teams meet again next weekend in 
the final round of the league program. 
That match will be at the smaller War- 
rior Park, the home of Olympia, which 
features an artificial surface. 


Saturday 20th August 2011 
Clarence United v New Town Eagles 
Wentworth Park 2 02:30 PM 


Kingborough Lions v Glenorchy Knights 
Lightwood Park 02:30 PM 


Olympia FC v South Hobart FC 
Warrior Park 02:30 PM 


Beachside FC v Tilford Zebras 
Sandown Park 1 02:30 PM 


Saturday 20th August 2011 
Northern Rangers v Ulverstone 
NTCA 02:30 PM 


Prospect Knights v Devonport City 
Prospect Park 02:30 PM 


Launceston United v Somerset 
Birch Avenue 02:30 PM 


Burnie United v Riverside Olympic 
Montello 02:30 PM 


Launceston City has the Bye. 


In the Under-19s State-wide Cup 
Final, South Hobart downed Kingbor- 
ough Lions United 3-1 through first- 
half goals by Dylan Postma, Nick 
Morton and Cameron Williams. 
Anjelo Ojwiya netted for the Lions, 
who were desperately unlucky in the 
second half as they struck the wood- 
work three times. 

Clarence United took out the Wom- 
en’s State-wide Cup Final with a 3-1 
win over Launceston City in a very 
close struggle. 

Harkana Dixon gave Clarence a 1 0th- 
minute lead with a deflected shot, but 
Jacinta Hall equalised from Chelsea 
Smith’s pass in the 38th minute. 

Dixon restored Clarence’s lead 
with an excellent free-kick midway 
through the second half, while Allie 
Berry killed the game off with Clar- 
ence’s third in the 89th minute. 

In the State-wide Vase Final, 


South Hobart 3 
Olympia FC Warriors 0 


Kingborough Lions 1 
Launceston City 6 


South Hobart FC 3 
Kingborough Lions 1 


Northern)Division 


PWODL FA Pts 


Prospect Knights 15 12 1 2 45 12 37 
Northern Rangers 15 12 1 2 42 17 37 
Devonport City 15 12 0 3 58 22 36 
Ulverstone 15 7 1 7 29) 26822 
Somerset 15 6 0 9 29 30iiG 
Riverside Olympic 15 5 2 8 22 36 17 
Launceston City 16 4 4 8 26 33 16 
Burnie United 15 5 1 9 30 40016 
Launceston United15 0 0 15 23 78 0 


Southern|Division 


PWODL FA Pts 
South Hobart 20 16 3 1 76 19 51 


Tilford Zebras 19 9 7 3 58 36 34 
Clarence United 20 9 7 4 39 42 34 
New Town Eagles 20 7 8 5 39 37 29 
Kingborough Lions 19 8 2 9 35 43 26 
Glenorchy Knights 20 5 5 10 30 46 20 
Olympia Warriors 20 4 4 12 31 52 16 
Beachside 20 1 4 15. 20R53iea 


Launceston City overcame Kingbor- 
ough Lions United 6-1 after leading 
2-0 at the break through strikes by 
Adama Cocca in the 22nd minute and 
Tom Pinkiewicz in the 32nd minute. 

An own-goal by Matt Richardson in 
the 72nd minute made it 3-0 and An- 
drew Nichols added the fourth in the 
76th minute. 

Wayne Quinn pulled a goal back for 
the Lions 10 minutes from the end, but 
ace marksman Roger Mies then struck 
twice in the space of 8 minutes to seal 
an emphatic victory for the visiting 
northerners. 


Adelaide City relinquished the mi- 
nor premiership on the final day 
of the season, drawing 1-1 against 
Croydon in their Round 18 Super 
League match at Adelaide City 
Park on Saturday. 

A win would seal first place for 
the black and whites and it looked 
good when Jono Negus got on the 
scoresheet for the second successive 
match, in the first half. However, 
Croydon grabbed an equaliser and 
secured their top flight status as 
Chris Pepe scored a stunning goal 
after the break. 

Adelaide City captain Nick Budin 
could not hide his disappointment 
after first place slipped through 
City’s fingers. 

“Certainly it is disappointing to lose 
first place,” noted Budin. 

“And not just because of the posi- 
tion we were in during this match, 
but from the start we had this sea- 
son. We probably shouldn’t have let 
it get to the last game. 

“But we had a talk about it after the 
match and put it behind us. Now we 
go into the finals where anything 
can happen.” 

Croydon captain Michael Papachar- 
alambous said his side was confident 
of getting a result after half-time. 

“We sat down and said we can 
snatch a goal which will put us right 
back into it,” said the captain. 

“We were aware of some of the re- 
sults but knew we still had a job to 
do.” 

Adelaide City controlled the first 
half and took the lead after 23 min- 
utes. Eli Vlassis crossed from the 
right and found Negus, whose head- 
er at the back post evaded Kings 
shot-stopper Daniel Christison. 

City could have increased the lead, 


City 


but Ricardo Da Silva failed to con- 
vert with a header. 

Budin found himself inside the 
six-yard box but tried to take more 
time than was available and the 
chance was cut out by the Croydon 
defence. 

Croydon almost found an unlikely 
equaliser when a Lewis May cross 
struck the crossbar. 

They did get the equaliser ten min- 
utes into the second half as Pepe 
stunned City. From a Croydon cor- 
ner the ball went to the edge of the 
penalty area where Pepe juggled it 
twice and chipped goalkeeper Luke 
Ostbye. 

City Coach Damian Mori came on 
as they searched for the winner. It 
was the former Australian interna- 
tional who cut the ball back from 
the by-line to Negus, but he failed 
to make connection with the goal at 
his mercy. 

Best on ground for Adelaide City 
were Matthew Mullen, Paul Pe- 


Nik Kuzman celebrates another goal fro Raiders. Photo: ADAM BUTLER 


2 


zos and Nicky Orr. For the Kings, 
Christison was the top performer, 
assisted by Anthony Boccacio and 
Ben Mcloughlin. 

Modbury were relegated from the 
Super League after a 0-0 draw with 
Western Strikers at Jet Park on Sat- 
urday. 

The Jets needed maximum points 
to have any chance of survival, but 
were unable to find a way past the 
finals-bound Strikers. Western Strik- 
ers, who will contest the Federation 
Cup final next week, finish fourth. 

Best on ground for Modbury were 
Dan Elekwachi, Matt Kelly and 
Chris Dean. Callum Flanagan, Amb- 
esager Sium Yosief and Michael 
Russo were Strikers top players. 

Adelaide Blue Eagles took lo- 
cal bragging rights with a 1-0 vic- 
tory against Campbelltown at Steve 
Woodcock Sports Centre on Satur- 
day. 

Both teams went in with their final 
position already sewn-up and Blue 


Skins or shirts? An unlikely visitor interupts the match between Raiders and 


Para Hills. Photo: ADAM BUTLER 


Eagles will take confidence into the 
Federation Cup final after Kym Har- 
ris scored the only goal of the game 
in the second half. 

Captain Michael D’Aloisio was 
Campbelltown’s best, with Toby 
Nelson and Matthew Deegan just 
behind. 

MetroStars pipped Adelaide City to 
first spot with a 1-0 victory over Ad- 
elaide Galaxy at TK Shutter Reserve 
on Saturday. 

James Yong got the all-important 
goal in the first half to ensure Metro 
turned a six point deficit to Adelaide 
City in Round 12 into a one-point 
advantage. Galaxy finishes fifth and 
is headed to the finals. 

Steven Grelli, Jackson Groves and 
Scott Tunbridge were MetroStars 
best players, while the standouts for 
Galaxy were Tom Dittmar, Shaun 
McGreevy and Adam Lecornu. 

Para Hills have been relegated from 
the Super League after Raiders tri- 
umphed 4-0 in the relegation show- 


Federation Cup Final Details 


Western Strikers 
V 
Adelaide Blue Eagles 
Saturday 20th August 
Hindmarsh Stadium 
KO 3pm 


down at The Paddocks on Saturday. 

Both sides knew a win would mean 
safety, and a Nik Kuzman first-half 
hat-trick, plus a Mario Marcinko 
sealer in the second half ensured 
Raiders survived. 

Rhys Townsend and Aaron Turner 
were Para Hills best players. For 
Raiders, Paul Covino, Kuzman and 
Matthew Stokes were the top three 
on the day. 


Draw Hands MetroStars The Minor Title 


FFSA Results 


DEVINE SUPER LEAGUE - Round 18 Results 
Saturday August 13 


Adelaide City 1 (Jono Negus) v Croydon 1 
(Chris Pepe) (HT 1-0) 

Best — Adelaide City: Matthew Mullen, Paul 
Pezos, Nicky Orr; Croydon: Daniel Christison 
Anthony Boccacio, Ben Mcloughlin, 
Reserves — Adelaide City 3 v Croydon 0 

U19 — Adelaide City 4 v Croydon 1 


Modbury 0 v Western Strikers 0 (HT 0-0) 

Best - Modbury: Dan Elekwachi, Matt Kelly, 
Chris Dean; Western Strikers: Callam Flanagan, 
Ambesager Sium Yosief, Michael Russo, 
Reserves — Modbury 0 v Western Strikers 5 
U19 — Modbury 5 v Western Strikers 2 


Campbelltown City 0 v Adelaide Blue Eagles 
1 (Kym Harris) (HT 0-0) 

Best - Campbelltown City: Michael D’Aloisio, 
Toby Nelson, Mathew Deegan; Adelaide Blue 
Eagles: Not Supplied 

Reserves — Campbelltown City 2 v Adelaide 
Blue Eagles 0 

U19 — Campbelltown City 1 v Adelaide Blue 
Eagles 3 


MetroStars 1 (James Yong) v Adelaide 
Galaxy 0 (HT1-0) 

Best — MetroStars: Steven Grelli, Jackson 
Groves, Scott Tunbridge; Adelaide Galaxy: Tom 
Dittmar, Shaun McGreevy, Adam Lecornu 
Reserves — MetroStars 2 v Adelaide Galaxy 1 
U19 — MetroStars 1 v Adelaide Galaxy 2 


Para Hills 0 v Raiders 4 (Nik Kuzman 3, Mario 
Marcinko) (HT 0-3) 

Best — Para Hills: Rhys Townsend, Aaron 
Turner; Raiders: Paul Covino, Nik Kuzman, 
Matthew Stokes, 

Reserves — Para Hills 3 v Raiders 0 

U19 — Para Hills 7 v Raiders 0 


Final Standings 


P W DL For AgGD Pts 
1 Metro Stars 18 14 2 2 48 12 36 44 
2 Adelaide City 18 134 1 46 15 31 43 
3 Adel Blue Eagles 18 10 3 5 23 19 4 33 
4 Western Strikers 18 8 3 7 22 19 3 27 
5 Adelaide Galaxy 18 7 4 7 25 25 0 25 
6 Campbelltown 18 6 3 9 17 21 -4 21 


7 Raiders 18 5 3 10 24 30 -6 18 
8 Croydon 18 369 11 26 -15 15 
9 Para Hills 18 3.4 11 12 31 -19 13 
10 Modbury 18 3.4 11 18 49 -31 13 


The World|Game On A\ Local Level 
Inglewood nearly home and hosed 


Jacob Kagi 


Inglewood United took a big 
step towards ensuring their 
place in the WA Premier 
League top-five finals after 
thrashing struggling Cock- 
burn City 5-2. 

Victory saw United stay in fifth 
spot, despite sixth-placed Bay- 
swater City’s victory against 
Western Knights which sets 
up a vital finals battle between 
City and Inglewood next 
week. 

A draw between the two sides 
would all but ensure Ingle- 
wood’s place in the finals, 
while Bayswater would have 
to hope Western Knights lost 
their last two games to sneak 
in. 

Inglewood went 3-0 up against 
Cockburn, with three goals in 
the first half, but City hit back 
after the break with two quick 
goals in the 48th and 55th min- 
utes to get back in the game. 
But United responded with 
goals from the penalty spot in 
the 70th and 85th minutes to 
hand Cockburn, which has al- 


ready seen its 37-year stay in 
the top division, yet another 
loss. 

Gustavo Marulanda  contin- 
ued his stunning season to 
lead Bayswater to its 2-1 win 
against Western Knights. 

The star striker scored the win- 
ner in the 40th minute, to add 
another to his tally which will 
almost certainly be enough to 
secure the golden boot. 

Gavin Knight put Bayswater 
ahead early in the game but the 
Knights levelled through vet- 
eran striker Stuart Montgom- 
ery in the 37th minute. 

But Marulanda’s goal gave 
Bayswater back the lead and 
they fought gallantly to hold 
onto it. 

Floreat Athena’s finals hopes 
are almost over after a disap- 
pointing 3-0 loss to ECU Joon- 
dalup. 

Floreat struggled to create 
chances and get in the contest 
and now it needs a near-miracle 
to sneak into the top five, with 
victories in its last two games a 
necessity to have any hope. 
John Thornley scored twice 
from the penalty spot in the 
30th and 65th minutes while 
Joondalup added another later 
in the second half to wrap up 
its eighth win of the year. 
Victory was ECU’s last com- 


Balcatta midfielder Paul Vatistas and Perth striker Andreas Oliveira in action in Sunday’s game at 
Grindleford Reserve. Photo: PETER SIMCOX 


petitive match of the year and 
means they’ll finish the season 
either ninth or 10th. 

Sorrento climbed to second 
with a 3-0 win against strug- 
gling Armadale. 

Victory in either of Sorrento’s 
final two games will be enough 
to ensure its place in the top 
five, while the result con- 
demned Armadale to a finish 
no higher than 10th. 

The Gulls took the lead through 


an own goal in the first half 
and added to their advantage 
with strikes in the 67th and 
86th minutes, before Armadale 
netted a consolation goal in the 
final stages of the game. 

And Stirling Lions warmed up 
for the finals race with a 2-0 
win against the NTC. 
Although it didn’t count for 
points, Stirling’s two second 
half goals ensured victory and 
gave it confidence ahead of the 


final two rounds. 

The Lions will likely have 
to win both their remaining 
games to have any chance of 
sneaking into the top five, but 
will also need other results to 
go their way. 

In Sunday’s game Minor Pre- 
miers Balcatta were trounced 
4-0 by Perth SC which saw 
coach Ronnie Campbell sacke- 
dand and replaced by Gian- 
franco Circatti. 


All|Flags)WA\ Results 


First Team 

Cockburn City 2 (Anthony 48, Boyham 55) 
Inglewood United 5 (Sammut 14p, Perich 32, 
Makeche 44, 85p, Colli 70p); Floreat Athena 0 
ECU Joondalup 3 (Thornley 30p, 65p, Jones 
66); Stirling Lions 2 (Watt 55, Arnez 73) NTC 0; 
Western Knights 1 (Montgomery 37p) Bayswa- 
ter City 2 (Knight 10, Marulanda 40); Sorrento 
3 (OG 24, Gurovski 67, Love 86) Armadale 1 
(McDonald 87), Balcatta 0 Perth SC 4 (Danskin 
39, Sciascia 73, Sharland 81, 83). 


Reserves 

Cockburn City 5 Inglewood United 2; Floreat 
Athena 0 ECU Joondalup 2; Stirling Lions 1 
NTC 3; Western Knights 1 Bayswater City 1; 
Sorrento 6 Armadale 1, Balcatta 2 Perth SC 1. 


Under 18’s 

Cockburn City 2 Inglewood United 1; Floreat 
Athena 1 ECU Joondalup 2; Stirling Lions 4 
NTC 2; Western Knights 2 Bayswater City 0; 
Sorrento 2 Armadale 1, Balcatta 2 Perth SC 6. 


Next|/Round/-tstate)League)Cup) 


Inglewood United v Bayswater City 
6PR Stadium 3:00 PM Sat 27/Aug 
Armadale SC v Western Knights 
Alfred Skeet Reserve 3:00 PM Sat 27/Aug 
Perth SC v Cockburn City 

BGC Stadium 3:00 PM Sat 27/Aug 
Balcatta SC v Sorrento FC 

Grindleford Reserve 3:00 PM Sat 27/Aug 
Mandurah City v NTC 

Hyundai Stadium 3:00 PM Sat 27/Aug 
Stirling Lions v Floreat Athena FC 
Macedonia Park 3:00 PM Sun 28/Aug 


BYE v ECU Joondalup 
‘All|Flags\WA\PremierVeague 
P W D L For Ag GD Pts 
1 Balcatta 20 16 0 4 49 19 30 48 
2 Perth SC 20 12! 1| 7 39) 29) 10837, 
3 Sorrento 20) 105 5) 338 25nemoo 
4Western Knights 20 9 5 6 32 29 3 32 
5 Inglewood United 20 9 4 7 45 36 9 31 
6 Bayswater City 21 8 7 6 40 37 3 31 
7 Stirling Lions 20) 8) 3) 9) 37 som Omen 
8 Floreat Athena 20 7 5 8 34 35 -1 26 
Q9ECU Joondalup 22 8 2 12 27 42 -15 26 
10 Armadale 20 7 2 11 33 41 -8 23 
11 Mandurah City 21.5 4 12 20 31 -11 19 
12 Cockbum City 20 3 2 15 25 53 -28 11 


Canberra FC back on top as Tigers hunt lop four spot 


On Saturday Belconnen Unit- 
ed moved into third place 
with their routine win against 
Goulburn Strikers 10-0 but it 
wasn’t without a fight in their 
Round 16 clash. 

Jack Blackley was able to give 
Belconnen the advantage twelve 
minutes in and then Nicky Rog- 
ers doubled the lead in the 20th 
but the spirited Goulburn defense 
lead by Captain David Albrigh- 
ton stepped up and shut down the 
Blue Devils attack consistently 
through the latter part of the first 
half meaning Belconnen would 
only have a two goal advantage 
at half time. Belconnen were 
looking for a big win as they face 
Canberra City next week in what 
is the Blue Devils last match of 
the home and away season. 

Goulburn were not able to keep 
up in the second half as their 
midfield fell asleep and allowed 
Belconnen plenty of time on the 
ball. Rogers completed his hat 
trick in the second half with a 
brace of goals to Dustin Wells 
and Michael Reeve helping Bel- 
connen to a handy lead in the 
second half. Wells’ double ex- 
tended his lead on top of the goal 
scoring chart making it 28 for 
the season and a eleven goal dif- 
ference between him and closest 
rival Paul Ivanic from Canberra 
FC. Lee Pietrukowski and Na- 
thanial Ryan rounded out the ten 


John Glass shoots to net the third goal for Canberra FC. 


Photo: NICK GUOTH 


Steve Lee (Canberra FC) leaps high to challenge Luke 
McGrath (Monaro). Photo: NICK GUOTH 


nil win. The win now puts Bel- 
connen in third place but with a 
tough match away from home 
next week against Canberra City 
that will decide their position on 
the Rock premier League table. 


At Deakin Stadium on Sunday 
Canberra FC went back on top 
of the Rock Premier League 
for the first time since Round 
13 with a 4-0 win over Monaro 
Panthers 

Canberra FC over the past 
couple of weeks have been try- 
ing to find the class they showed 
during the first half of the season 
controlling the game with the 
majority of possession. Monaro 
seemed to lack something up 
front without star striker Mark 


Shields but were able to keep 
their defensive line intact as 
Canberra FC waited patiently 
for the opening. Victor Yanes 
scored a double and goals to 
Adam Spaleta and John Glass 
helped FC to their third straight 
win. Canberra FC coach Rob 
Graham was pleased with his 
side’s performance as they now 
look to try and wrap up the Rock 
premier League with two games 
left. 


In the other Sunday match Coo- 
ma Tigers moved five points out 
of finals with a 4-0 win over 
Tuggeranong United at Nijong 
Oval. 

Tuggeranong looked the better 
early and were showing plenty 


of flair creating copious amounts 
of chances, but the United attack 
were unable to finish. Cooma 
then started to control the match 
mid-way through the first half 
and slowed down the Tuggera- 
nong attack. James Schofield 
scored the only goal of the half 
after he was left unmarked after 
an Ian Elliot cross. Schofield 
met the cross with a half volley 
as it was smashed into the bot- 
tom left hand corner. 

The second half started off dif- 
ferently with Cooma being able 
to dominate and wrap up the 
game with three goals in quick 
succession. It all started when 
Alex Castro slotted home an ef- 
fort from long range. Jair Wilk 
then gave Cooma a three goal 


lead when he was on the end of a 
brilliant through ball from Goran 
Josifovski. Wilk easily beat the 
Tuggeranong shot stopper Alex 
Connell as the ball smashed into 
the net for his goal. The fourth 
goal of the match came when 
Wilk turned provider, he was 
put through on the right wing 
and was able to drive a low cross 
into the 18 yard box finding the 
feet of team mate Josifovski. 
Josifovski then hit the ball first 
time into the net to hand his side 
a win and a chance of playing fi- 
nals football in September. The 
win now leaves Cooma just five 
points out of the top four with 
two games remaining. 


Belconnen United 10 (Nicky Rogers (3), 
Dustin Wells (2), Michael Reeve (2), Jack 
Blackley, Lee Pietrukowski, Nathaniel 
Ryan) Goulburn Strikers 0 


Canberra FC 4 (Victor Yanes (2), Adam 
Spaleta, John Glass) Monaro Panthers 0 


Cooma Tigers 4 (James Schofield, Jair 
Wilk, Alex Castro, Goran Josifovski) Tug- 
geranong Untied 0 


Canberra City v Belconnen United 
Hawker Football Centre 
4:00 PM Sat 20/Aug 


Goulburn Strikers v Canberra Olympic 
Cookbundoon 
3:00 PM Sun 21/Aug 


TUFC v Canberra FC 
Kambah 
3:00 PM Sun 21/Aug 


Woden Valley vCoomaSC R 
MC 3:00 PM 
Sun 21/Aug 


BYE v Monaro 


P W OD L For Ag GD Pts 
1 Canberra FC 14 12 0 2 72 20 +52 36 
2 Canberra Olympic 14 11 2 1 52 16 +36 35 
3 Belconnen United 15 8 2 5 48 30 +18 26 
4 Canberra City 14 73 4 45 19 +26 24 
§ Cooma Tigers 14617 31 37 6 19 
6 Woden Valley 14 4 4 6 46 29 +17 16 
7 Monaro Panthers 15 4 3 8 30 34 -4 15 
8 Tuggeranong United14 3 3 8 24 38 -14 12 
9 Goulburn Strikers 14 0 0 14 6 140 -134 0 


24 Bustin WELLS EEoRen United) 


16 Mark SHIELDS (Monaro Panthers) 


14 Misko NAUMOSKI (Canberra City), 
Paul IVANIC (Canberra FC) 


13 Alex OLORIEGBE (Woden Valley) 


12 Domenic GIAMPAOLO (Canberra 
Olympic), Victor YANES (Canberra FC) 


Alvaro 
Rodriguez’s 


CAPITAL: Fagatogo 
POPULATION: (2009 
66,432 
CONFEDERATION: OFC 
FIFA WORLD RANKING: 205th 


approx.) 


WHO ARE YA? 

American Samoa consists of seven 
islands in the South Pacific, separate 
from proper Samoa (which itself was 
known as Western Samoa until the 
late ‘90s). As the name suggests it 
is an ‘unincorporated’ territory of the 
USA and has been so since 1899. 


SO WHAT YOU DONE? 

*chuckles*...well, we as Aussies 
pretty much know, don’t we? But for 
those who came in late — the Ameri- 
can Samoan NT suffered the biggest 
defeat in international football his- 
tory at the hands of the Socceroos 
in Korea/Japan 2002 WC qualifying. 
THIRTY-ONE NIL, thank you very 
much! Given the course of Archie 
Thompson's career following his 13- 
goal haul in the match, the hapless 
Samoans have something to take 
credit for, one might say... 


BIG CLUBS 

PanSa SC and Pago Youth are the 
two leading clubs of the FFAS Soc- 
cer League, the former boasting four 
titles in the last 11 years. Regardless, 
one can only speculate their actual 


standard if the national team is any- 
thing to go by... 


REP YOUR COLORS 

The national team wears a royal or 
navy blue top, red shorts and white 
socks, as immortalised in the fate- 
ful match ten years ago. The away 
strip has a white shirt and blue shorts 
instead. 


MATCHWINNERS (Disregarding the 
obvious misnomer in this case) 

Keeper Nicky Salapu, whose worst 
day of his career we've touched on 
enough, still soldiers on between the 
posts for the national team. Midfielder 
Rawlston Masaniai, a former San 
Jose State University player, secured 


Pacific 
Ocean 


AMERICAN~ 
“SAMOA 


Nicky takes a breather in be- 
tween making way for the ball 


a contract with German third-tier side 
Vfl Osnabriick in 2009 before being 
released this June after only manag- 
ing 13 appearances for the reserves 
squad. 


SO WHAT NOW? 

With the 31-0 drubbing a yoke around 
their necks they'll never fully shake off, 
it’s no surprise that the country virtu- 
ally disappeared off the football map, 
apart from lan Crook's brief tenure as 
national coach. They resurfaced in 
the 2007 South Pacific Games, losing 
all their matches. Now drawn against 
their neighbours plus Tonga and the 
Cook Islands in the first round of the 
long trek to Brazil, time will tell if the 
tide can turn for this uber-minnow of 
world football. 


HOT: The Socceroos’ victory against Wales, if only for maintaining Holger Osieck’s good record at the 
helm so far. Losing the Asian Cup final aside, | can barely fault the job he’s done with the boys. Bring on 


the Brazil 2014 quals! 


NOT: That at time of writing, the Harry Kewell-to-Victory soap opera is still not a done deal. If 
rumours are true he has in fact signed and the announcement postponed to Monday so as to not clash 
with National Cadel Evans Day on Friday then fair enough | suppose, but all this time could’ve been used 
in signing replacements for Victory’s recently-departed imports. In any case this has dragged on longer 
than would be deemed ‘good publicity’ in most people’s eyes, I’m sure. 


» Couch 


* ALL TIMES ARE AEST 


SBS 


SBS ONE 

Monday August 15th 

05:45 AM Spanish Supercup: Real 
Madrid v Barcelona - 

04:30 PM Futbol Mundial 

11:30 PM The World Game 
Wednesday August 17th 

04:30 AM UEFA Champions League - 


Playoffs 1st Leg. Live match. 
06:45 AM UEFA Champions League - 
Playoffs 1st Leg. Delayed match 


Thursday August 18th 

04:30 AM UEFA Champions League - 
Playoffs 1st Leg. Live match. 

06:45 AM UEFA Champions League - 
Playoffs 1st Leg. Delayed match highlights. 
07:45 AM FIFA U-20 World Cup Colom- 
bia 2011: Semi-final 1 - 


10:30 AM FIFA U-20 World Cup Colom- 
bia 2011: Semi-final 2 - 


The Futbol Town Show 
Every Tuesday 7pm 


SETANTA 


SPORTS 


: Monday 15-Aug 
: Bundesliga Round 2 Kaiserslautern v 


: Augsburg 3:10am ‘st Airing 


Extra Time 
Magazine Show 
Every Tuesday 7.30pm 


: Ligue 1 Round 2 Lille v Montpellier 4:55am 


: Bundesliga Round 2 Leverkusen v Werder 


: Bremen 8:45am ‘st Airing 


SMFC TV 
Channel 31 
Every Wed 7pm 


The Green Gully Football Show 
Every Saturday 10.30am 


SBS TWO 


Monday August 15th 
09:30 PM The World Game 


: Ligue 1 Round 2 Auxerre v Marseille 4:00pm 
» 1st Airing 


Tuesday 16-Aug 
: Primera Division Round 2 Boca Juniors v Union 
2 10:10AM 


Thursday 18-Aug 
: Copa Sudamericana 1st Stage 1st Leg LDU 
: Quito v Yaracuyanos 7:55 AM 


: Primera Division Round 2 Racing v Godoy 


Wednesday August 17th 
10:15 PM UEFA Champions League - 
Playoffs 1st Leg. Match replay 


: Cruz 10:10 AM 


: Saturday 20-Aug 


: Bundesliga Round 3 Monchengladbach v 


Thursday August 18th 

08:30 PM UEFA Champions League - 
Playoffs 1st Leg. Match replay. 

10:00 PM Spanish Supercup: Barcelona 
v Real Madrid - 2nd Leg. Delayed game from 
Camp Nou, Barcelona, Spain 


: Wolfsburg 4:25 AM 

: Primera Division Round 3 Arsenal v Velez 
© Sarsfield 10:10 AM 

: J-League Round 22 Nagoya Grampus v 
: Vegalta Sendai 8:00 PM 


Sunday 21-Aug 

Bundesliga Round 3 Cologne v Kaiserslaut- 
ern 2:25 AM 

Ligue 1 Round 3 Ajaccio v Evian 4:55 AM 
Ligue 1 Round 3 Brest v Lyon 7:00 AM ‘st 
Airing 

Eredivisie Round 3 VVV Venlo v Ajax 10:25 
PM 


Monday 22-Aug 

Scottish Premier League Round 5 Celtic v 
St Johnstone 3:10 AM ‘st Airing 

Ligue 1 Round 3 Marseille v St Etienne 4:55 
AM 

Primera Division Round 3 Newell’s Old Boys 
v Boca Juniors 7:10 AM 

Scottish Premier League Round 5 Motherwell v 
Rangers 9:15 AM 1st Airing 

Bundesliga Round 3 Hannover v Hertha 
Berlin 11:00 AM ‘st Airing 

Ligue 1 Round 3 PSG v Valenciennes 4:00 

PM ‘st Airing 


: Wednesday 17th August 

: 02:30 am Liverpool TV 

: 05:30 am FA Cup Classics Tottenham Hotspur V 
: Leeds United 5th Round Replay 98/99 

: 06:00 am 500 Great Goals 


: Thursday 18th August 

: 02:30 am Bundesliga 

: 04:30 am Bundesliga Weekly Highlights 

: 05:30 am FA Cup L’pool V West Ham Final 05/06 


: Friday 19th August 

: 05:30 am FA Cup Classics Arsenal V Tottenham 
: Hotspur Semi Final 00/01 

: 06:00 am 500 Great Goals 


: Sunday 21sh August 

: 02:30 am Arsenal TV Champions League Classic 
» 05:30 am FA Cup Man C V Leeds 4th Rd 99/00 

: 06:30 am Bundesliga 

: 08:30 am Bundesliga Weekly Highlights 


: Tuesday 16th August 
: 02:30 am Arsenal TV Newcastle United V Arsenal: 
: 05:30 am FA Cup Classics Chelsea V Manchester 
: United 3rd Round 97/98 


: ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 


Sat Aug 20 Sunderland v Newcastle 


8.53pm Viewers Choice 
: Sat Aug 20 Arsenal v Liverpool 


9.38 pm Viewers Choice 


: Sat Aug 20 Everton v QPR 
: 11.53 pm 


Sat Aug 20 Aston Villa v Blackburn 


: 11.53 pm Viewers Choice 
: Sat Aug 20 Swansea v Wigan 


11.53 pm Viewers Choice 


: Sun Aug 21 Chelsea v West Brom 
: 2.23. am 


Mon Aug 22 Bolton v Manchester City 


12.53 am 
: Mon Aug 22 Norwich v Stoke 


3.00 am DELAY 


: Mon Aug 22 Wolves v Fulham 
: 4.30 am DELAY 


Tue Aug 23 Manchester United v Tottenham 


: 4.53 am 


: Saturday 20th August : 
: 05:30 am FA Cup Man U V M'brough 4th Rd 04/05 


FOOTBALL LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP 


: Sun Aug 21 Peterborough v Ipswich 


4.30 am DELAY 


: Sun Aug 21 West Ham v Leeds 
10.00 pm 
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Mens Ladies 
Mixed & ‘Juniors 


Watch /a'replay 
of\your, favourite 
game )in\the bar, at 

fulltime! 


Mirabella Cup 
Semi Final pl 


The Quarter-Finals Series of the 
Mirabella Cup continued its proceed- 
ing last week with two fixtures taking 
place on Wednesday night. The sec- 
ond Pool B tie saw Hume City face 
Melbourne Knights, while the open- 
ing Pool A game was played between 
Oakleigh Cannons and Springvale 
White Eagles. 


Icy temperatures, in conjunction 
with a downpour of rain were the 
conditions that confronted the com- 
petitive teams. In what was an enter- 
taining affair, chances were at hand; 
however nothing could come to avail 
as the tie ended in a scoreless draw. 

It was the second time the two teams 
had met, in the space of four days with 
Melbourne Knights prevailing 4-2 over 
Hume City on the last day of an exhila- 
rating finale to the VPL home and away 
season. 

With conditions unfavourable for a 
fluent passing game, it was ostensibly 
difficult for both sides to contain pos- 
session for extended periods. Passes 
were often over-hit with both outfits 
still coming to terms with the weather 
that confronted them. 

After 15 minutes both outfits had calls 
for a spot kick waved away by the ref- 
eree within a minute. Knights’ Craig 
Sweeney was brought down, although 
the outcome was a resulting corner. 
Following the subsequent corner, Hume 
brought the ball down the other end in- 
stantaneously and called for a penalty 
of their own, however the referee had 
no bar of it, waving play on. 

The Knights had two decent changes in 


aces at stake in 


oO an 


Knights’ Shayan Alinejad comes under close attention from Hume City players in the mid-week 
Mirabella Cup match at Somers Street. Photo: SIME PINCIC 


quick succession, amid Sweeney con- 
necting his header over the bar, then 
shooting off course from long-distance 
not long after. 

The pressure continued, with the 
Knights applying numbers forward in 
search of the opener, however Hume 
defended coherently and went into half 
time on level terms. 

The second half commenced with both 
teams continuing to stamp their author- 
ity on the encounter, however it was the 
Knights who looked the more likely to 
score the opener. 

In-form striker Kayne Vincent was 
brought on for the Knights as a half 
time substitute and seemingly had an 
impact on proceeding, causing head- 


aches for the Hume defence on several 
instances. 

The Knights continued to press, how- 
ever couldn’t find a way through on 
goal. Hume were resolute at the back 
but didn’t have many answers when 
venturing forward. 

Conversely, Hume almost broke the 
deadlock in the 75th minute, courtesy 
of nice build up play through the mid- 
field. Richard Cardozo placed a daz- 
zling curling cross in the vicinity of the 
far-post, where Sam Dehaini’s miscued 
shot resulted in a goal kick. 

Yusuf Yusuf almost sealed the points 
for the Knights in the final minutes. A 
scintillating effort from outside the box 
merely scrapped the tip of the crossbar, 


resulting in a goal kick. 

Both outfits illustrated their attacking 
intent; however neither team could find 
the back of the net. The final score of 
0-0 was a fair result in the end. A draw 
for the Knights against Green Gully at 
Knights Stadium on Wednesday night 
will be sufficient to guarantee its entry 
into the Semi-Finals. 


Oakleigh converted their impressive 
form from the VPL season this sea- 
son, by trouncing Springvale White 
Eagles 3-1 on their home turf at Jack 
Edwards Reserve. 


With Springvale already condemned to 
playing their football in State League 
One next year, the cup is a grand oppor- 
tunity to further progress their football 
credentials and notably extend their 
playing season, as the home and away 
campaign for the VPL has concluded. 

Springvale were gallant in defeat and 
challenged Oakleigh throughout the 
match on several occasions, although 
Oakleigh class shined through to ulti- 
mately clutch victory. 

The conditions were outwardly ter- 
rible, with Melbourne’s arctic weather 
kicking in. The ground was damp, with 
rain beginning to pelt down throughout 
the night. 

Whilst Oakleigh showcased their 
credentials early in the game, it was 
Springvale who opened the scoring. 
Alp Cahuzu received the ball and 
placed a powerful shot to the bottom 
right corner of the net, leaving Oak- 
leigh’s keeper with little hope. 
Following the goal, Oakleigh attempt- 
ed to assert themselves on the contest, 
lifting a gear in intensity and force- 
ful when venturing forward, although 
Springvale combated their attack with 
numbers behind the ball. 

Oakleigh’s hostile presence eventu- 
ally payed dividens in the 33rd minute. 
Hayden Doyle floated in a free-kick 
from the right wing to flawlessly meet 
the head of Joshua Groenewald. The 
subsequent header was timed to perfec- 
tion, sailing into the top right corner of 
the goal. It was a well deserved equal- 
iser for Oakleigh. 

Both teams had few chances after the 
goal, as both teams went into the half 
time interval at 1-1. 

The second half began with both outfits 
buoyant in their prospects to secure an 
early advantage towards reaching the 
Semi-Finals. With an attacking foray 
on display, the game was beginning to 
reminisce at typical cup encounter-high 
tempo football and numbers piling for- 
ward was the order of the game. 

Former Melbourne Victory striker 
Ricky Diaco ensured Oakleigh would 
prosper, scoring a nicely placed header 
in the 68th minute. Diaco leapt highest 
from the resulting corner, to convinc- 
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ingly beat the keeper. 

The resulting goal inflicted an array 
of self-belief throughout the Oakleigh 
team, keeping control of the football 
with slick passing and retainment of 
possession. Springvale seemed dumb- 
founded and didn’t have the answers to 
combat Oakleigh’s renaissance. 

Oakleigh were ultimately rewarded 
for their dominance and put the tie to 
bed after 88 minutes. Springvale keeper 
Nebojsa Vujic attempted to intercept 
an Oakleigh through-ball, but was left 
stranded as another former Victory 
player, James Robinson was first to the 
ball and rounded the keeper. Robinson 
then squared the ball to team-mate An- 
thony Ragusa, who slotted the ball into 
an empty net. 

Minutes later, the referee blew for full- 
time with Oakleigh triumphing 3-1 in a 
competitive affair. The pressure will be 
lifted off the Cannons’ shoulders, amid 
a testing VPL finals campaign on the 
horizon throughout the coming weeks. 


After facing A-League outfit-Mel- 
bourne Heart on Saturday, the 
Melbourne Knights will be well po- 
sitioned to take on defending VPL 
champions and current minor pre- 
miers Green Gully. It’s an encoun- 
ter that could end the Knights’ 2011 
season if results don’t turn in their 
favour. 

A draw will be enough to cement the 
Knights’ path to the Semi-Finals, how- 
ever a loss by two goals or more will 
see Hume City progress, due to a supe- 
rior goal difference. 

Given Green Gully have already quali- 
fied for the Semi-Finals, their focus will 
be on their opening finals game that 
weekend. It is assumed the Cavaliers 
will be resting the majority of their first 
team players, leaving a grand opportu- 
nity for the Knights to secure a victory, 
or a draw as the bare minimum. Unfor- 
tunately for Hume, they will require a 
great deal of fortune to keep their cup 
campaign alive. 


Follow Robert on Twitter @RobertDi- 
Fabio 
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Philip Petreski, a 16 year old rising star 
of Victorian football has been put in great 
performances to be noticed by English 
Premier League Giants Chelsea and Stoke 
City. 

Philip who was born on 13th of March 1995 
in Melbourne to Macedonian parents is a left 
sided versatile player who plays for the Vic- 
torian Training Centre (VTC) in the Victorian 
Premier League (VPL). Philip has been play- 
ing Left Back but played a lot of his career on 
the left wing or in central midfield. The VTC 
had struggled to find a consistent Left Back 
until Philip was promoted from the under 21’s 
to the seniors. Despite being 16 he has put in 
some great performances to solve their Left 
Back problem. 

Philip's father Rubin Petreski was a profes- 
sional footballer in Macedonia for Prilrpska 
Pobeda and played Central Midfield, a posi- 
tion which Philip has played in his develop- 
ment. 

Philip has also played Futsal. In Futsal is 
where is developed skills like quick touches, 
pass and move and quick decision making. 
He has used this skills to develop his outdoor 
game. Philip represented the Victorian Fut- 
sal team in under 13s and under 14s at the 
Nationals at the Australian Institute of Sport 
(AIS) in Canberra. 

As a youngster Philip played for Noble Park 
Soccer Club, Springvale City Soccer Club, 
Hampton Park United and South Melbourne 
Football Club before accepting a scholarship 
with the Victorian Institute of Sport (VIS). Hav- 
ing a VIS scholarship meant he would play 
in the VPL with the VTC. Also after accept- 
ing the scholarship at the VIS he accepted 
a traineeship with Melbourne Victory. This 
meant that he would train with the Melbourne 
Victory Youth team every day. 

In 2010 and 2011 Philip had trials with Eng- 
ish Premier League Giants Chelsea and fol- 
low Premier League team Stoke City. Howev- 
er due to not being able to get a work permit 
or having an European Passport Philip was 
unable to gain a contract. Stoke also weren't 
willing to pay for schooling. It would have cost 


Philip's family up to £200 per week to enrol 
him into a school in England. 

Philip also likes to use some fancy foot work. 
He regularly like to try nutmegs when running 
at other players. This is something he picked 
up in Futsal and likes to impress the coach 
with. 

| sat down with Philip to talk football, tri- 
als, Chelsea, facilities, his future, Futsal and 
much, much more. 


DQ: Earliest football Memory: 
PP: Winning nationals with under 16s Victo- 
rian team in Coffs harbour in 2009. 


DQ: Football idols: 
PP: Messi and Goran Pandev. 


DQ: Goal in football career: 

PP: Obviously I'd like to play in the highest 
level possible and I'd like to get to play for the 
Socceroos. 


DQ: What made you want to play football? 
PP: My Dad, because he used to be profes- 
sional in his country. So he brought me up. 
| always had a football in my hands. Yeah 
pretty much because of my Dad. 


DQ: Which club do you wish to play for? 
PP: Manchester United. 


DQ: What are your strengths? 
PP: My left foot and my speed. 


DQ: What are you weaknesses? 
PP: My right foot and my heading. 


DQ: How well do you think you have done 
this past season? 

PP: | started off playing in the reserves but 
that wasn’t even a challenge for me so when 
| got brought up to the seniors it was a big- 
ger challenge but | perform better when there 
are better players around me. | believe | was 
consistent and | keep improving every game, 
| believe. 


DQ: Do you do anything different or spe- 
cial in training to improve as a player? 
PP: Yeah | do a lot of crossing. Before training 
| will get a few teammates to improve my left 
foot and as well as my crossing. 


DQ: Do you do anything different or 
special in training to impress the coach/ 
manager? 

PP: To show off a little | guess. If I’m feeling 
confident then I'll do some fancy foot work 


and stuff to impress the coach. 

DQ: Do you feel pressure to perform? 

PP: | guess there is pressure to perform be- 
cause especially in the senior team because 
you can be dropped back to the reserve 
team. But | feel comfortable under pressure 
and it brings out the best performance in me. 
Yeah | guess | can handle the pressure. 


DQ: By who though? Yourself? 

PP: Yeah | always put pressure on myself to 
perform well. You never know who is watch- 
ing. So yeah | always put pressure on myself 
to perform. 


DQ: Are you happy with your current club 
situation? 

PP: Yeah. | am happy with my current club 
situation but I've been offered at many clubs 
but | still haven't made a decision. So I'll talk 
with the VTC as well as my family and which- 
ever club stands out I'll go to them. 


DQ: Despite being only 16 you have been 
playing regularly for VTC at the end of 
the VPL. You must be pleased with the 
amount of game time at a young age? 

PP: Oh yeah | am. Last year | was watching 
the VPL but to actually play in the league is 
a great experience for me and I’m sure that | 
feel comfortable in the league and sure | am 


developing as a player. Hopefully | just keep 
getting better and try and win. 


DQ: Who have you had trials with? 

PP: Yeah I've had trials with many teams. I've 
been overseas a couple times as well. I've 
been to Barnsley, I've been to Chelsea. That 
was last year and this year | went again to 
Stoke City. 


DQ: What about in Australia? 
PP: In Australia, just Melbourne Heart Youth 
team. 


DQ: What about Melbourne Victory? 

PP: Well | was on a traineeship last year with 
Victory so | was training with the youth team 
every day. 


DQ: Did they offer you anything, contract 
or anything? 

PP: Ah no, nothing has been decided yet 
because they haven't appointed a coach as 
well. So they said they will get in contact with 
us as soon as they know what is happening. 


DQ: What did you learn from the experi- 
ences at clubs like Chelsea and Stoke 
City? 

PP: | learned that you have to me more phys- 
ical because in the VPL here, practically ev- 


eryone is a lot bigger than me especially me. 
You know? Such a young age. So ill have to 
hold my ground you know be a lot on the ball 
and read the speed of the game. In England 
it's a lot predictable and especially coming 
straight away. You have to make quick deci- 
sions to benefit your team. 


DQ: What were the facilities like at Chel- 
sea’s training ground Cobham and Stoke’s 
Clayton Wood? 

PP: Chelsea training facilities were unbeliev- 
able. | had a look they had something like 35 
grounds. And the ground was just like carpet, 
perfect. It was so professional and just to 
be in Chelsea's training facilities it blew me 
away. 


DQ: Compared to facilities here is Austra- 
lia like at Monash and Darebin Internation- 
al Sports Centre (DISC) what are the main 
differences between the facilities in those 
two centres to the ones in the UK? 

PP: Well in Chelsea and Stoke they have at 
least have about five grounds. All the grounds 
are perfect. It’s all professional compared to 
Darebin and Monash. They have got every- 
thing there in England. Like a dining area for 
players to eat after training. In Darebin you 
just get a ground. To be honest they are not 
really good for you in Darebin because a lot 
of injuries happen. The Clayton campus at 
Monash Uni it's good but as soon as rains 
holes and mud turns the grass into basically 
mud. The next day you go to training its mud- 
dy but in England if the grounds are muddy 
they are fixed the next day so you are back 
on a perfect ground. 


DQ: Out of those clubs you trialled with, 
who most impressed you? 

PP: Probably the Chelsea team. Yeah the 
boys were just big, strong, intelligent foot- 
ballers. The pace of how they trained and the 
Intensity in their training sessions was unbe- 
lievable, but actually quite a lot of them are 
the best crop in the world. 


DQ: One reason that you are unable to 
gain a contract in the UK is because you 
do not have a European Passport. How 
does that feel? 

PP: It you get disappointed. | think there is a 
lot of extra say that you can’t actually leave 
the country until you are 18. | think Australia 
has to try and keep their players here. The 
home grown talent. You can’t really do much 
about it unless you actually move over there 
and then get an English passport. There is 
nothing really much you can do about it. 


DQ: Do you wish to stay in Melbourne or 
are you willing to go overseas or inter- 
state? 

PP: Right now | am happy where | am. | am 
developing well. Yeah hopefully | can get 
into an A-League squad to play in the youth 
league next season. 


DQ: Who is that with? Melbourne Victory 
or Melbourne Heart? 

PP: Either. | wouldn't mind. Yeah if | can get 
into the first team here at Victory or Mel- 
bourne Heart I'll still enjoy my football. |’'ll love 
it especially because all my family is here as 
well but football is about operating in the EPL 
or the Spanish League or something like that. 
But if | can get the chance to play in the EPL 
it will be great. If my career is here in Australia 
| would still be able to. 


DQ: You played a lot of Futsal while 
younger. Why? 

PP: Well | guess | saw an advertisement on 
FFV saying for Victorian squad for Futsal. My 
Dad and | used to go and play Futsal a lot 
and just an opportunity to represent Victoria 
Futsal and yeah | jumped onto it and | trialled 
and | got into the squad. Futsal helped me a 
lot when in tight areas, to make quicker de- 
cisions. The pace is a lot faster as well. For 
my development | guess that's why | chose 
Futsal. 


DQ: When did you stop and why? 

PP: | stopped playing Futsal about two years 
ago. | just really didn’t have time to play Fut- 
sal because | was training with VIS training 
every day. Sometimes twice a day. | just 
couldn't manage it. 


DQ: What have you learned in Futsal that 
you have used in outdoor football? 

PP: I've probably used the match speed | 
guess. In Futsal you don’t have time on the 
ball. So it's basically quick touch in Futsal. | 
brought that into my football development. 
Moving the ball quicker, and touches. Yeah 
that’s the main thing. 


DQ: Would you consider playing for Mace- 
donia? 

PP: Not really. | don’t believe it will be the best 
option for me. | believe | will have a lot more 
success if | play for the Socceroos. 


Many Thanks for your time and best of 
luck with the future. 
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Maycon can’t stop Anthony Colosimo’s strike from finding the back of the net. 
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Anthony Colosimo celebrates his goal. 


Melbourne Heart salute the crowd and their merry band of followers. 
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Knights Show Plenty of Heart 


By David Manuca 


Melbourne Heart FC prevailed 
2-1 against former National 
Champions Melbourne Knights 
in their latest hit-out at Knights 
Stadium on Saturday afternoon. 
Alex Terra and Jason Hoffman 
scored in each half, either side of 
Anthony Colosimo’s strike for the 
Knights to keep Heart’s unbeaten 
run going in the pre-season. 

Jason Hoffman came off the 
bench at half-time to score his 
eighth goal so far this pre-season. 
Hoffman claims the team is gelling 
well and he is happy with his cur- 
rent run of great form. 

“When a striker is on form they 
usually can’t stop scoring, and 
thankfully I’ve been playing good 
lately.” said Hoffman. 

“The team played really well 
together today and we’ve got some 
more games coming up now that 
we can use to get even stronger 
before the season starts.” 

Almost 1,000 fans made the trek 
out to Somers St to witness Heart 
take on Melbourne Knights, who 


were playing against Hyundai A- 
League opposition for the first time 
in their history. 

Knights Stadium has proved to be 
a breeding ground for a number of 
stars over the years, with Heart’s 
current roster featuring three for- 
mer Knights players, Adrian Zahra, 
Mate Dugandzic and Aziz Behich, 
with the latter two starting the 
match. New signings Maycon and 
David Williams were given their first 
start for the Heart up-front. 

Alex Terra and Mate Dugandzic 
combined well to create the first 
chance of the match inside two 
minutes. Dugandzic played a 
through ball to Terra who forced 
a good save out of Melbourne 
Knights custodian Martin John. 
Maycon registered his first shot 
on goal two minutes later by try- 
ing his luck from outside the area 
but it sailed harmlessely over the 
crossbar. 

On twelve minutes Heart took 
the lead through Alex Terra. Trial- 
list Karl! Dodd played a long ball 
up-front to Terra and after a mix-up 
between defender Adam Zilic and 
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Martin John, with Terra picking up 
the pieces and slotting the ball into 
an empty net. 

David Williams tried his luck with 
a shot from outside the area on 
20 minutes with the ball sailing 
harmlessely away from goal, and 
he came closer three minutes later 
after the ball fell to him at the back- 
post but he hit his volley just wide. 
Alex Terra and Williams both 
had headers come close but the 
Knights found themselves level on 
35 minutes. A corner was whipped 
into the area and Adam Zilic leapt 
highest to get contact on the ball 
but it was deflected right into the 
path of Anthony Colosimo who 
drilled a strike into the top left 
hander corner of the goal. 

Triallist goalkeeper Ben McNa- 
mara was given no chance with his 
first real involvement in the game 
was picking the ball out of the net. 
A cheeky chip by Kamal Ibrahim to 
David Williams almost gave Heart 
the lead going into the break but 
Martin John came off his line well 
to deny Williams. 

Melbourne Heart head coach John 


van’t Schip brought on Jason Hoff- 
man at the break, along with Bren- 
den Hamill and Michael Marrone 
and it proved a masterstroke just a 
short time later. 

A low ball was played into the 
area and Martin John could only 
parry the ball into the path of Hoff- 
man, who like all good strikers, was 
in the right place at the right time to 
tap the ball into the net. 

The second-half didn’t live up to 
the heights of the first with only a 
number of half chances falling to 
Heart after Hoffman’s goal. 

Although with five minutes remain- 
ing Nick Kalmar almost turned a 
Josip Kozic free-kick into his own 
net, but the ball fizzed past the right 
post. 

Heart held on to their advantage 
to secure a 2-1 against the two- 
time former National Champions 
Melbourne Knights. 


SS 


Heart head coach John van Schip leads the bench along with Ante Milicic (asst 


coach) and John Aloisi (Youth coach) amongst others. 


ao «= 2 < 


o 


Lin's , LO oe 
WLANDS f ur >; 


Shaun Romein closes in on Wayne Shroj. 


Prevention is better than cure so protect yourself against injury with the Elastoplast Sport range of 
sports medicine products. Exclusively used by The Australian Institute of Sport and many other elite 
sports clubs across Australia and New Zealand 


e Rigid Strapping Tapes 


e Mouthguards 


e Elastic Adhesive Bandages 
e Hot/Cold Packs 


For all your Sports Medicine needs. Available from pharmacy, sports medicine wholesalers and supermarkets 
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Australian Football;s|Favourite|Columnist 


FFA finally finds out Irvine can 


JACKSON Irvine is at the cen- 
tre of a tug of war between Aus- 
tralia and Scotland but that’s 
not such a bad place to be. 

While it’s likely that Football 
Federation Australia’s sloth over 
the past year may see it lose round 
one of this battle the war is not yet 
over. 

That’s because 18-year-old Irvine 
can play for Scotland’s youths and 
remain eligible to play for the Soc- 
ceroos. 

Right at the time when life 
couldn’t be sweeter for the Celtic 
starlet the lad from Lysterfield has 
finally been courted by the country 
of his birth — five days after agree- 
ing to play for Scotland. 

We’ve been writing about Irvine 
frequently in these pages for a 
long time now and while Australia 
dithered Scotland didn’t. 

In the past few weeks Irvine has 
signed a contract extension with 
Celtic, has been made captain of 
the under-19s and met with Scot- 
land under-21 head coach Billy 
Stark. 

Stark, an ex-Celtic player, asked 
the youngster bluntly whether he 
was prepared to play for Scotland 
and Irvine responded positively. 
Why shouldn’t he? None of FFA’s 
handsomely paid employees en- 
trusted with developing our na- 
tional squads had contacted him 
prior to his meeting with Stark. 

Irvine’s story is a lesson of hope 
for youngsters and parents alike 
in this country not to throw in 
the towel when the doors to tradi- 
tional development pathways are 
slammed shut in their faces. 

This young man was overlooked 
by a number of coaches at junior 
level and given more kicks in the 
behind than most players receive 
in a lifetime but undaunted he 
concentrated on his club career 
which has now taken him to the 
dizzy heights of an upgraded pro- 
fessional contract with one of the 
most famous football clubs in the 
world. 

So the lesson is simple. Forc- 
ing parents to fork out a couple 
of grand to allow their children to 
play at national junior champion- 
ships is not an essential prereq- 
uisite for making it overseas as a 
professional. 

The Irvine family were spared 
that expense anyway because 
Jackson Irvine was never deemed 
good enough to be selected in a 
Victorian junior squad. 

Irvine is in the final year of a 
two-year deal but his new contract 
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raises his wages and adds a further 
year to tie agreement wittt an ad= 
ditional one-year option. 

These new terms were negotiated 
by his agent, Allan Preston, former 
St Johnstone, Hearts and Dundee 
United player and current BBC 
Scotland pundit. Preston is co- 
founder of the Scottish subsidiary 
of the Stellar Group, a sports man- 
agement consultancy, with fellow 
ex-Saint Paul Cherry. 

There is great irony in FFA’s 
sudden interest in Irvine for the 
national body kept him waiting 
for months before sanctioning his 
transfer. 

Irvine trialled successfully with 
Celtic in December 2009 but had 
to wait for almost a year to secure 
an international clearance. 

His trial with Celtic was arranged 
at the end of his breakthrough sea- 
son with Frankston Pines then in 
State One and coached by Tommy 
O’Halloran, whose cousin Michael 
O’Halloran is Celtic’s Head of In- 
termediate Academy. 

Irvine played just one game in 
Pines’ reserves before O’ Halloran 
rushed him into the seniors at 
16 years old and the youngster 
walked away with the club’s best 
and fairest award and the players’ 
player-of-the-year trophy. 

I had the privilege of witnessing 
his battle at Monterey Reserve that 
season with Langwarrin’s goal- 
scoring machine Caleb Nicholes 
and aside from Irvine’s good first 
touch and excellent distribution 
the fact that he was undaunted by 
the physical presence of Nicholes 
was not simply admirable but un- 
usual in one so young and with 
such a slender frame. 

Here was a boy pitted against a 

man but this boy never backed off. 
And that’s something Celtic no- 
ticed straight away. 
While Irvine was waiting on his 
international clearance he ruptured 
the ligaments in his left ankle dur- 
ing a 50/50 challenge with his 
goalkeeper at training. 

The physios at Celtic were sur- 
prised that he was only out of ac- 
tion for three and a half months 
and he finished off his inaugural 
season in style by clinching a 
league and cup double. 

FFA has now invited Irvine to 
join the Young Socceroos squad 
in Japan this week to compete in 
the Toyota Cup against Mexico 
and the host nation as part of our 
preparations for October’s AFC 
under-19 championship qualifiers 
in China. 
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Jackson Irvine signs a contract extension with Scottish giant Celtic. Also pictured, left to right, Celtic’s new 
under-19s coach John Kennedy, Head of Youth Chris McCart and Head of Professional Academy Tommy Mcintyre. 


But our national federation’s 
better-late-than-never policy has 
received the response that sadly it 
has eared. Irvine’s staying with 
Celtic. 

This week he’ll lead the Hoops 
out to face Marseille in France 
in the first group game of a new 
under-19 European tournament 
styled on the Champions League. 

And it may not be long before he 
strolls out proudly onto the Nou 
Camp to face Barcelona’s under- 
19s given that the Catalan giant 
also is in that group along with 
Manchester City. 

It’s been a whirlwind few weeks 
in Irvine’s life and in many ways 
his feet have barely touched the 
ground since his successful trial 
with Celtic 20 months ago. 

At least the Scottish Football 
Association hasn’t messed about. 
Irvine’s Scottish-born father Steve 
already has been contacted by 
the SFA and has sent copies of 
his birth certificate and passport 
back to them as verification of the 
youngster’s eligibility to play for 
the Scots. 

The whole affair is yet another 
example of FFA being reactive 
rather than proactive. 

Imagine this scene for a moment. 
Two teenagers sitting next to each 
other in the Scotland dressing 
room before an under-19s match 
at Hampden and pulling on the 
home nation’s strip, one of them 
born in Lysterfield, the other in 
Sunbury. 

I’m sure Irvine and the player 
next to him, Blackburn Rovers dy- 
namo Jamie MacLaren, will have 


plenty to talk about. 

And I hope that behind closed 
doors at FFA headquarters in Syd- 
ney some hard questions will be 
asked of Han Berger and Jan Ver- 
sleijen as to why they consistently 
ignored the existence of these 
gifted young men. 

I’m tipping there will much fin- 
ger pointing at that meeting. 


THE death of Albert Merrills 
last Thursday, aged 85, brings 
to a close a significant chapter in 
the history of the game here. 

He was a member of the District 
League Investigation and Disci- 
pline Committee in 1971 under 
George Yelland and became chair 
of that committee from 1972. 

He also served as Chairman of 
the VSF Appeals Board and for 
many years was Dressing Room 
Manager at Olympic Park. 

He became a Life Member of the 
then Victorian Soccer Federation 
in the early 1980s. 

I shared many a laugh with Mer- 
rills and some minor confronta- 
tions too. He wasn’t that keen on 
journos bringing grog into the 
press box at Olympic Park but 
somehow we always managed to 
sneak in some stubbies to enable 
us to be at our peak as match re- 
porters. 

There was an ongoing debate as 
to whether or not the press box 
was outside Merrills’ jurisdiction 
but at all times we maintained our 
good humour as argument flowed 
this way and that with no resolu- 
tion in sight. 


Time and again you had to make 
a beeline for Merrills as soon as he 
arrived in the press box because 
he’d only have a couple of copies 
of the teamsheets and we always 
liked to have our own personal 
copy. 

It was first come, first served and 
usually in a chaotic fashion and 
looking back on those days now 
I wonder how on earth he put up 
with us. 

My lasting memory of Merrills 
is watching him walk away from 
the press horde with a smile on his 
face while gently shaking his head 
at the madness of it all. 

His funeral takes place today 
(Monday) at Springvale ceme- 
tery’s Boyd Chapel at 2.30pm. 


FORMER Fawkner goalkeeper 
Doug Lindberg has signed a 
short-term deal with English 
Blue Square Bet Premier outfit 
Lincoln City. 

Lindberg, who holds Australian 
and British citizenship, has previ- 
ously been on the books of Don- 
caster Rovers over here and was 
in a Melbourne Victory train-on 
squad a couple of seasons back. 
Respected goalkeeping coach 
Peter Blasby had a hand in Lind- 
berg’s development and was de- 
lighted with the news. 

“When I first started training 
Doug I couldn’t believe that he 
was in Fawkner’s reserves. I also 
was surprised when Victory didn’t 
offer him anything although at the 
time I think they had both Glen 
Moss and Mitch Langerak on their 
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books,” said Blasby. 

Lindberg has been in England for 

some time now and a recent post 
on Football Buster website cast 
doubt on his chances of securing 
a deal: 
“Lindberg cut an unconvincing 
figure in Saturday’s 4-3 friendly 
win at Boston, despite saving a 
penalty, and has spent the entire 
summer on trial,” it said. 

Fortunately for Lindberg, Lincoln 
City manager Steve Tilson had a 
different view: “He (Lindberg) 
has a lot to learn, but he has got 
a good attitude towards the game 
and is the type of player we want 
at the club.” 

Another Blasby protégé, teenage 

sensation Dominic Kurasik, is ex- 
pected to debut with Stoke City’s 
under-16s early next month. 
The former Rowville Sports Acad- 
emy keeper joined the Potters ona 
two-year deal in June after a suc- 
cessful trial earlier this year. 

“T first started working with Dom 
when he was 10 or 11 and straight 
away I thought wow, this is the 
best young kid at that age I’ve 
ever seen,” said Blasby. 

“He was 11 going on 15. Very, 

very mature for his age. Look, it’s 
clichéd I know, but if he keeps his 
head right then he’ll go a long, 
long way.” 
Kurasik was consistently over- 
looked for state squad selection. 
Seems to be a recurring theme 
nowadays. 
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Inside) Football - and 


By Neil Collyer 


OME say that if you 

haven’t read an article by 
Craig MacKenzie then you are 
just not into football. 

MacKenzie is considered by 
many followers of the world 
game as Victoria’s premier foot- 
ball journalist and his columns 
are receiving much recognition 
among his peers and the round- 
ball fraternity at large. 

However, it has taken a lifetime 
dedicated to his profession and 
the sport in general to eventually 
be recognised as a wordsmith of 
note and a person who knows 
a player when he sees one and 
knows a good story when he 
hears one. 

He has worked with some of 
Australia’s trail-blazing soccer 
journalists and is now spoken 
of in the same breath as Laurie 
Schwab, Fred Villiers, Bob Bri- 
an, Peter Desira, John Warren, 
Les Murray and the tartan-bon- 
neted and renowned photojour- 
nalist Les Shorrock, who once 
described MacKenzie as “Aus- 
tralia’s finest soccer journalist”. 
The gregarious MacKenzie was 
born in 1953 in the small English 
town of Thrapston in Northamp- 
tonshire before relocating to his 
parents’ home village of Kin- 
lochleven in the Scottish west 
highlands five months later. 

The MacKenzie family migrat- 
ed to Australia in 1963 arriving 
in Melbourne on 21 December 
as legal boat people on board the 
P&O liner Oriana. 

It didn’t take the youngster 
long to realise there was another 
code of football in Melbourne 
town besides his beloved Glas- 
gow Rangers. 

However, that harsh reality 
would serve him well in future 
years as he also played an inte- 
gral part in the mainstream cov- 
erage of AFL in his journalistic 
career. 

Little do people know that after 
starting as a journalist with The 
Age in 1979, under the direc- 
tion of the reputable and much- 
esteemed Laurie Schwab at 
Soccer Action, MacKenzie went 
onto become Assistant Editor of 
Inside Football which was Vic- 
toria’s premier footy publication 
in the 1980s then Chief Sub-Ed- 
itor of Syme Magazines. 

He remembers those early days 
in journalism and Schwab in 
particular: “Laurie taught me ev- 
erything I needed to know about 
journalism and I will be forever 
grateful for his guidance, wis- 
dom and friendship over many 
years. 


“He was a celebrated editor 
who gave me an opportunity to 
work in a profession in which I 
loved every minute of every day 
and words will never describe 
the gratitude I feel about the gift 
he gave me.” 

Schwab was posthumously in- 
ducted into the Australian Foot- 
ball Hall of Fame in 1999 for his 
services to the game after dying 
of a heart attack at aged 50 in 
1997. 

In those early days of report- 
ing and with his dishevelled 
“Serpico-look” MacKenzie was 
once described by fellow scribe, 
Bob Brian, as the “wild man of 
Borneo”. 

Brian later recalled: “When 
he first came onto the scene he 
looked like the wild man of Bor- 
neo and I thought he was just a 
joke, but after a while I realised 
that he was indeed a serious 
journalist.” 

As time moved on MacKenzie 
became synonymous with “soc- 
cer”, as it was then known, and 
was there when all of the British 
and international teams toured. 
He has rubbed shoulders with 
many a star and has shared a 
beer, or 20, with some of the 
games’ biggest names. 

There are stories that have be- 
come local folklore, like taking 
Manchester United manager, 
Tommy Docherty, to a brothel in 
South Melbourne in the 1980s; 
or fighting with a fellow journal- 
ist in the press box at Olympic 
Park No 1; or breaking his ankle 
trying to escape through a hotel’s 
toilet window instead of paying 
a hefty bill following a rather 
lengthy drinking session with 
the Nottingham Forest players 
after a match at the MCG. 

“T’ve experienced some won- 
derful heart-warming moments, 
and plenty I would rather forget. 

“There were some that were 
more reminiscent of Fawlty 
Towers, like the time when I 
was standing next to Fred Vil- 
liers, before a World Cup quali- 
fier when they played the Ger- 
man national anthem instead of 
the Israeli one. VSF secretary 
George Wallace burst into the 
sound room at Olympic Park 
to stop the tape only to find me 
keeled over with laughter and 
tears rolling down my face. 

“John Cleese’s character Basil 
Fawlty would have been in his 
element saying ‘don’t mention 
the war, I mentioned it once, but 
I think I got away with it’.” 
While football has always been 
MacKenzie’s first true love it 
was the other code of football, 
“Aussie Rules” that allowed 
him to indulge his passion for 
all things Collingwood and meet 
many footy icons along the way. 

“During the Inside Football 
days we used to regularly get 
together with the likes of Kevin 
Sheedy, Crackers Keenan and 
Ian Cover, and David Rhys 
Jones was our sales manager for 
a spell. 

“Top bloke Rhys but back then 
he wouldn’t work in an iron lung. 
He didn’t really need to because 
Inside Footy made plenty. 
“During my time there I got 
to know Darren Millane, his 
brother Sean and their dad Bob 
fairly well. I had the onerous 
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¢ Big Mac — Craig MacKenzie| 


INSIDE FOOTBALL bids farewell to Tony De Bolfo, who has joined The 
Australian, and welcomes Craig MacKenzie to the premier team. This 
wild Scot comes to us fresh from a stint as editor of “Soccer Action”. What 
does he know about Australian Football, I hear you ask... ? 
Well, you and I are about to find out, We're confident he'll prove to be 
the find of the season. And if not, he can always return to his former job as 
a fill-in for Scottish comedian Billy Connolly. 


Transfer of the Century 


task of eulogising Darren in In- 
side Football a week after his 
death. Bob took his own life a 
few years back. These are hard 
things to look back on. 

“Basketball was also big in 
those days and bumping into 
Andrew Gaze, Bruce Palmer 
or Brian Goorjian in The Age 
magazine section was not un- 
common. 

“There wasn’t a day go by 
where you weren’t bumping 
into somebody for a chat, more 
often than not over a beer at the 
Golden Age Hotel.” 

One such chat may have given 
the impetus for one young jour- 
nalist to get into TV. 

“T mentored Andy Maher at 
Inside Football and pointed him 
in the direction of the electronic 
media during a blunt one-on-one 
conversation about his journal- 
istic skills at the Golden Age. I 
now see him regularly hosting 
football programs on Channel 10 
and sometimes wonder whether 
that conversation prompted him 
to have a dip at TV, or whether it 
was just a ‘stick it up MacKen- 
zie’ response.” 


“Laurie taught me ev- 
erything | needed to 
know about journalism 
and | will be forever 
grateful for his guidance, 
wisdom and friendship 
over many years.” 


And through all this MacKen- 
zie oversaw the production of 
Greyhound Weekly, a task that 
would draw him into the world 
of the dishlickers and cement 
a friendship with present-day 
Melbourne Victory head coach 
Mehmet Durakovic. MacKen- 
zie, Durakovic, Joe Palatsides 
and man-mountain Aki Kot- 
zamichalis formed a syndicate 
and owned a greyhound named 
Apple Eater. 

“Aki wanted to call it Arxidia 
because he loved the idea of big 
Ron Hawkeswell on 3UZ call- 
ing that name on air. Any Greeks 
reading this will get it straight 
away.” 

MacKenzie has “been there 
and done that” and during the fi- 
nal stages of our interview I put 
the acid on him by asking him 
to name the best players he has 
seen in action over more than 30 
years of local and international 
football. 

“Locally I marvelled at the 
skills of Oscar Crino, Stefan 
Mila, Josip Biskic and Zdravko 
Lujic among many, many others. 
It’s a shame to leave players out 
of that list because it was great 
to watch so many of them, not 
just from the point of view of 
skill but some of the quirks that 
they had and there were a lot 
more characters in the game in 
those days. 

“IT always thought that John 
Gardiner was an exceptionally 
clever player. I used to really en- 
joy watching him play sweeper 
and direct traffic. 

“At Soccer Action we had 
this crazy ratings system. I say 
crazy because the idea that you 
could rate every player from 


both teams out of 10 with some 
intuitive idea of what these rat- 
ings were based on is simply 
ludicrous. But we did it because 
Schwabby knew that it would be 
a great talking point and as usual 
he was right on the money. 

“IT gave Gardiner a 10 rating 
for a performance he gave for 
Victoria against South Australia. 
There was a State League game 
up at the Gully when | initially 
gave wee Jan McNeil from Ha- 
koah a 4 but after the game he 
sent his girlfriend up to the bar 
alongside me to beg me to give 
him more. She was a cracking 
looking bird too. In the end we 
played pool for his rating and he 
lost. I think he got 1 or 2. Shows 
you how much credence I put in 
player ratings. It also shows you 
how stupid I am. Like I said, she 
was a very, very good looking 
lassie. 

“Overseas, I loved to watch 
Willie Henderson and Jimmy 
Johnstone when I was a boy. 
And it’s thanks to the ABC in the 
1960s that we were able to watch 
Scottish football over here. 

“Jim Baxter remains my favou- 
rite all-time player. Right now 
there’s no-one more intriguing 
to watch than Lionel Messi and 
Barcelona is just a football lov- 
er’s treat. 

“I’m confident that in the not- 
too-distant future I'll be adding 
Jamie MacLaren to that list. He’s 
at Blackburn Rovers and. has 
played for Scotland’s under 19s 
in friendlies but he could revert 
to playing for Australia down 
the track. He’s a huge talent. 
“So too Jackson Irvine, who’s 
now captain of Celtic’s under- 
19s and has extended his con- 
tract there.” 

MacKenzie is a celebrated 
journalist with a creditable and 
honourable demeanour. It was 
none more evident than when 
we concluded our interview as 
he wished to take the limelight 
off himself and heap praise on 
some old cohorts of his. 

“If I had a wish it would be 
that some of the people I’ve met 
along the way also gained the 
recognition they deserved. The 
likes of Les Shorrock, Gus Ma- 
cleod and Bobby McLachlan are 
all legends of the game here in 
Victoria and I would love to see 
them join Laurie Schwab in the 
FFA’s Hall of Fame.” 

And yes, there would be many 
of the local football fraternity 
who would echo those thoughts. 
And maybe would want to add 
just another name to the list, that 
of Craig Angus John MacKen- 
zie. 

It would be deserving recog- 
nition for a man who has given 
much to the sport here and asked 
for nothing in return except for 
the occasional cold ale, cigar 
and scoop for the next story. 
Next time you bump into him 
around the local football scene. 
say g’day and spend some time 
with him. 

You just never know. You 
might be the subject of his next 
feature. 


Neil Collyer is a former Gen- 
eral Manager at Fairfax News- 
papers and is the current CEO 
of Fineline Printing. 


Gas/ Bagging Dept: 
Tanks for the memories and the role of cheating in sports 


By Roy Hay 


Where do you draw the line in 
sports? What is cheating and 
what is not? Last week it was 
Dean Bailey’s hint that in his 
early coaching days at Mel- 
bourne he connived at the loss 
of games by playing youngsters 
out of position with a view to 
developing their talent for the 
future. Of course, he did not 
do so in order to lose and hence 
pick up a reward in terms of 
a higher draft pick or even a 
priority one for finishing last! 
Or so he told the AFL, who be- 
lieved him. 

In all sports, and indeed in much 
of commercial life, pushing the 
existing boundaries to achieve an 
advantage is not just something 
which occasionally happens, but 
rather an integral part of both 
types of activity. I have often ar- 
gued that capitalism (and sports) 
depend for their survival as sys- 
tems on individuals, groups, 
clubs, teams and companies at 
the margin continually testing 


and breaking the existing rules 
for their operation. Sometimes 
it is by means of a technologi- 
cal innovation which renders the 
existing rule unworkable or ob- 
solete, at others it is exploiting 
a loophole or an ambiguity in an 
existing regulation to gain what is 
initially considered an illegal or 
unfair advantage. If the innova- 
tion goes too far the enterprising 
operator will be hauled back. At 
other times the flattery of imita- 
tion will follow and the boundar- 
ies will shift to accommodate the 
breach as acceptable practice. 

So Collingwood sends its play- 
ers for high-altitude training in 
the USA, Melbourne Storm rorts 
the salary cap, Melbourne Victory 
tries to get the clubs it competes 
against to help finance an offer to 
Harry Kewell to sign a contract 
to play for the club. All of these 
examples breach existing rules or 
conventions or policies, but some 
will be accepted and regularised, 
while others will be pilloried and 
sanctioned. We will all argue 
about them, buy newspapers and 
watch television channels which 


Whatever it takes: Thierry Henry hands France a place in the 2010 
World Cup finals at the expense of Ireland. 


debate them and as we do the 
games evolve. So the AFL and 
the Australian Cricket Board can 
systematically and simultaneous- 
ly promote gambling and wring 
their hands about the chance that 
gambling may undermine what 
they refer to as ‘the integrity of 
the sport’ for which they have re- 


With Mark Boric 


sponsibility. 

It is no use thinking that there 
used to be golden age in the past 
when such practices did not exist 
and sport was just a game, unsul- 
lied by contact with the commer- 
cial world or untainted by cheating 
and chicanery. My grandfather, 
who captained Celtic, Newcastle 
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United and Scotland, later be- 
came a football manager at our 
local club, Ayr United. He said he 
caught a director of club trying to 
bribe a referee, but when it came 
to the tribunal he had no evidence 
in support of his allegation and 
was told to apologise. When he 
did not do so, he was banned 
for life. The man he accused had 
been treasurer of the Scottish 
Football Association for twenty 
years, but the following year the 
fellow was voted off the execu- 
tive, the only incumbent to whom 
this happened in living memory. 
The ban on my grandfather was 
subsequently lifted. 

Match fixing is not an invention 
of the 21st century and examples 
abound ever since modern sport 
began. Cheating to win was there 
at the dawn of sport. Our own 
Tom Wills was no-balled for 
round-arm bowling in the 1860s. 
Geelong and Melbourne could not 
agree on the rules of the Victorian 
game in that decade, because we 
wanted to pick up the ball and run 
with it, while Melbourne did not. 


gq eal! 


Weekly 


Geoffrey Blainey argued that 
one of the great virtues of Aus- 
tralian football is that it has con- 
tinued to evolve and the rules are 
always changing to accommodate 
or limit the boundary-challenging 
or ‘cheating’ which has gone on 
since it emerged as a distinct 
code in the mid-nineteenth cen- 
tury. I think the argument applies 
to all sports which have survived, 
including Association football, 
which is currently trying to tackle 
match fixing, corruption and de- 
cision making by officials by the 
use of technology as well as try- 
ing to level playing fields by in- 
sisting that clubs live within their 
income. That leaves aside the 
sharp practice over World Cup 
hosting bids and the election of 
the president. 

Much as we would like to see a 
time when sport is pure and un- 
sullied by cheating or chicanery, 
Iam afraid that will never happen 
and we have to learn that sport, as 
in much else, mirrors our imper- 
fect, but changing and challeng- 
ing world. 


KORNER 


Resident hack with a career spanning over 700 Games (685 in the 
Provisional League Reserves) and 15 senior cameo appearances. 


With George Katsamboukas 


As we are about to enter 

another wave of the Global 
Financial Crisis, it’s time 
to wonder how many Vic- 
torian football clubs will go 
broke. 
A look at some recent fines 
imposed by the FFV Tribunal 
shows some teams will have 
to find some serious coin. 
St Kevin’s Old Boys from 
the Metropolitan League 
incurred a $7,500 penalty 
from a game at Endeavour 
Hills. An under 14’s player 
from Lyndale United was 
suspended for 10 years and 
the club fined $6500. A me- 
lee in a Thirds League game 
saw North Sunshine Eagles 
fined $4500 and Glenroy 
Bears cop a $4000 whack. 
Showing there is full equal- 
ity in Victorian soccer, Casey 
Comets were fined $3000 
and deducted three points in 
the Women’s Victorian Pre- 
mier League. 

Where will the money to 
pay these fines come from? 
We are not looking at large, 
well sponsored and supported 
clubs. We are talking about 
grass roots juniors and social 
teams. Despite the heavy fi- 
nancial burden of these fines, 
the message does not seem to 
be getting through or the sys- 
tem isn’t working, because 
the cases continue to mount. 

The English Premier 
League season has _be- 
gun, but not for Tottenham 
Hotspur and Everton who’s 
first round fixture was post- 
poned due to the widespread 
riots in London. The police 


were otherwise engaged and 
unable to cover the match, 
whilst the cost of flying in 
the Blue Thunder Security 
team was obviously consid- 
ered too prohibitive. 

Melbourne Victory were 
beaten in a friendly again, 
this time 3-2 by Bentleigh 
Greens. Ernie Merrick may 
have been rubbish in Asia, 
but he never had a problem 
in pre-season games against 
VPL clubs. Melbourne Heart 
defeated Melboune Knights 
2-1. It would have been in- 
teresting to see the A-League 
clubs take on the AVPL sides 
in actual competitive games 
like the Mirabella Cup. 

It was a dramatic final 
round in the AVPL, with sev- 
eral sides crumbling under 
the pressure of being able 
to claim the Minor Premier- 
ship allowing Green Gully 
to slip through and take the 
crown. With so many teams 
choking, it will be perennial 
contenders Gully who are in 
the box seat once again in the 
Finals. 

Craig Foster wants John 
Boultbee’s head over the 
recent poor performances 
of Australia’s youth teams. 
Boultbee’s biggest _ fail- 
ing has been being part of 
the process of selecting the 
wrong and second rate Dutch 
coaches. His rowing back- 
ground may not be of much 
use in this regard, but for 
a so-called football expert 
Foster has failed to pick up 
on these dodgy appointments 
until their ineptitude has been 
well and truly exposed a long 


way down the track. 

Holger Osieck is no 
second-rate Dutchman and 
has the Socceroos looking 
good, impressively defeating 
Wales 2-1 midweek. Have 
the Moroccans thrown Pim 
Verbeek in jail yet? What 
is the punishment for fraud 
over there? 

Mark Schwarzer has re- 
vealed he will not play in the 
A-League after he concludes 
his career in Europe. Which 
is a shame, not because we 
won’t get to see him in ac- 
tion, but because he could 
have dragged out which club 
he was signing for like Harry 
Kewell over several years. 

The bulk of this column 
was written whilst trying to 
watch the AVPL Elimination 
Final on VPL LiveTV, I say 
try, because though working 
perfectly well for the bulk 
of the match, the stream cut 
out for two minutes only to 
return with South Melbourne 
players running back for 
kick-off after having taken 
the lead. Then it cut out af- 
ter a penalty was awarded to 
Heidelberg United, meaning 
I missed the crucial double 
save. Surely the fines rev- 
enue exceeding budgeting 
means this can be rectified in 
future? 

Tonight on the ABC Four 
Corners will be looking at 
the demise of North Queen- 
sland Fury. Will they trace 
it all back to appointing Iain 
Ferguson as coach instead of 
Phil Stubbins? 


What an exctiting finish to 
the VPL Season it was, where 
four of the five teams in the 
Top 5 could have secured top 
spot, and along with it, the 
Second Chance plus as an 
Extra Ball, a weeks rest. 

Green Gully, by doing the 
Business over the Bentleigh 
Greens secured top spot, with 
Heidelberg certainly rooing 
their inability to beat Relegat- 
ed Springvale White Eagles. 

Whilst we are at it, Oakleigh’s 
Draw against Dandenong 
Thunder, and Hume’s loss to 
the Melbourne Knights,also 
cost them top spot. 

An exciting last round match 
was played out at Port Mel- 
bourne, Home of the Sharks, 
where Northcote City took on 
South Melbourne. 

Northcote needed to win to 
get into the FInals, whilst for 
South a Draw was enough. 

An action packed first Half 
saw each team scoring 3 goals 
a piece, and Northcote will be 
certainly disappointed that they 


let a 2 Goal advantage slip, al- 
lowing South to come back 
from 3-1, to equalise at 3-3. 
Could this be the year of our 
very own GW columnist Eddie 
Krncevic to take his troops all 
the way, especially after getting 
their derby monkey off their 
back with a 1-0 win over rivals 
Heidelberg United yesterday. 


Over to the UK we go, where 
the EPL commenced. 

The Local Punters were await- 
ing the commencement of this 
League with great anticipation, 
as it will mean tha they will be 
spending many late nights in 
fron of their Foxtel Boxes, tak- 
ing in all of the action. 

Necessary tools of trade that 
will assist them will be, and in 
no particular order, J Walker, 
No Doze, WN Field, V Bitter 
and Samboy Chips. 

Melbourne Victory have 
inched a touch closer to signing 
Harry “Politix” Kewell, after 
they signed a conditional con- 
tract that will elapse on August 


30th, as Kewell’s Management 
wants Harry to be in control 
of his “Image” and “Naming 
Rights”, and as such, negotia- 
tions are now taking place with 
the FFA for this to occur. 

Whilst I admire what Harry 
Kewell has done as a player in 
the past, where he has no doubt 
been an absolute stand out, | 
have my doubts on a couple of 
things, should the deal eventu- 
ally go through. 

Firstly, is his Body up to it 
as he has been injury prone of 
late. 


Secondly, will his signing 
equate to increased backsides 
on seats. 


Last but not least, how will 
Harry go taking intsructions 
from a relatively in experienced 
Coach on Durakovic? 


Time will tell I guess.... 


Until next week 


Tonight’s Letters and Numbers: Four Corners - Which was coincidentally the total amount of corners 
North Qld Fury ever won during their time in the A-league.... 


Resultsysaladdersm Victorian State & Provisional Leagues - Round) 18 


Geelong 0 Banyule City 2, Whittlesea Ranges FC 1 (J 
Cvetanovski) Altona City 0, Altona East Phoenix 1 Bal- 
larat Red Devils 2, Brunswick City 5 Williamstown 0, 
Moreland City 2 Werribee City 3, Westgate 2 FC Clifton 
Hill 2 


PWD L F A PT 


Werribee City 1711 5 1 31 16 35 
Moreland City 17 11 1 5 50 22 34 
Brunswick City 18 11 3 4 42 19 33 
Ballarat Red Devils 1710 3 4 33 20 33 
Whittlesea Ranges FC. 16 9 5 2 25 13 32 
FC Clifton Hill 18 7 5 6 24 25 23 
Altona East Phoenix 18 7 2 9 26 27 23 
Westgate 18 6 2 10 24 33 17 
Altona City 18 4 311 20 30 15 
Geelong 18 4 212 19 46 14 
Banyule City 18 2 6 10 15 35 12 
Williamstown 17 3 311 12 35 12 


Geelong 3 Banyule City 2, Whittlesea Ranges FC 7 (D 
Giogha 3 R Panetta 3 M Floris) Altona City 3 (C Chris- 
takakis M Mintoff J Pellington), Altona East Phoenix 3 
Ballarat Red Devils 1, Brunswick City 4 Williamstown 
2, Moreland City 2 Werribee City 1, Westgate 0 FC 
Clifton Hill 1 


PW DL F A PT 


Moreland City 17 13 1 3 52 19 40 
Brunswick City 18 11 3 4 41 22 36 
Werribee City 17 9 5 3 34 21 32 
Whittlesea Ranges FC 17 8 4 5 43 31 28 
Williamstown 16 8 4 4 22 17 28 
Ballarat Red Devils 17 7 4 6 29 21 25 
Altona East Phoenix 18 7 2 9 26 33 23 
FC Clifton Hill 18 6 4 8 29 42 22 
Banyule City 18 6 3 9 24 31 21 
Westgate 18 4 4 10 16 23 13 
Altona City 18 3 4 11 24 46 13 
Geelong 18 3 213 15 49 11 


Hume Utd 0 Whittlesea Utd 0, Keilor Park 3 (G Mussel 
2 M Mazzarino) Cairnlea 2, Maribyrnong Greens 1 La 
Trobe University 2 (M Dinc V Skopljak), Sunbury Utd 2 
(RL Mois | Vincenzo) Sydenham Park 3, Yarraville Glory 
5 Geelong Rangers 4, Melbourne University 2 Avondale 
Heights 1 


Keilor Park 18 11 6 1 36 12 39 
La Trobe University 1810 3 5 27 22 33 
Yarraville Glory 18 8 6 4 34 25 30 
Avondale Heights 18 8 4 6 28 25 28 
Sydenham Park 18 8 3 7 35 30 27 
Melbourne University 18 7 5 6 26 18 26 
Hume Utd 18 7 4 7 25 22 25 
Sunbury Utd 18 7 4 7 25 26 25 
Whittlesea Utd 18 6 6 6 28 34 24 
Cairnlea 18 6 3 9 34 34 21 
Maribyrnong Greens 18 3 2 13 33 54 11 
Geelong Rangers 18 2 4 12 25 54 10 


Hume Utd 2 Whittlesea Utd 14 (C Kirikci Z Aygun M 
Paul 6 G Ozgun 6), Keilor Park 6 (J Bruzzichessi 2 
J- Johnston M Romeo M Mohamed 2) Cairnlea 1, 
Maribyrnong Greens 3 La Trobe University 4, Sunbury 
Utd 7 (L Miller D Mavromatis 3 B Tabone A Gazic 2) 
Sydenham Park 1, Yarraville Glory 2 Geelong Rang- 
ers 4, Melbourne University 3 Avondale Heights 1 


PWD LF A PT 
Sunbury Utd 18 13 4 1 61 17 43 
Whittlesea Utd 18 13 3 270 14 42 
Keilor Park 18 12 4 2 85 23 40 
La Trobe University 18 11 5 2 64 28 38 
Sydenham Park 18 8 3 7 39 42 27 
Cairnlea 18 6 2 10 39 62 20 
Avondale Heights 18 5 310 31 35 18 
Melbourne University 18 5 310 27 39 18 
Yarraville Glory 18 5 310 31 58 18 
Geelong Rangers 18 5 1 12 25 53 16 
Hume Utd 18 4 3 11 34 90 15 
Maribyrnong Greens 18 3 2 13 35 80 11 


Laverton Park 1 South Yarra 6 (B Boyce 3 E Boylan S 
Noade P Mcnamara), North Sunshine Eagles 2 North 
City Lions 0, Western Eagles 1 Sporting Whittlesea FC 
2, Westvale 1 Corio 0, Essendon Utd 2 FC Strathmore 2, 
Surf Coast 0 Northern Falcons 0 


PWD L F APT 


North Sunshine Eagles 1812 3 3 46 27 39 
Sporting Whittlesea FC 1812 1 5 32 19 37 
South Yarra 1811 2 5 43 26 35 
Corio 18 10 2 6 44 26 32 
Westvale 18 6 9 3 27 18 27 
North City Lions 18 7 4 7 27 30 25 
Surf Coast 18 6 4 8 28 34 22 
Essendon Utd 18 6 2 10 29 37 20 
Northern Falcons 18 6 111 14 40 19 
Western Eagles 18 5 2 11 26 28 17 
FC Strathmore 18 4 4 10 26 38 16 
Laverton Park 18 3 6 9 24 43 15 


Bell Park 1 Upfield 2 (M Nissan 2), Elwood City 1 Plenty 
Valley Lions 2 (J Marsh D Stojanovski), Hoppers Cross- 
ing 2 (A Smart C Cullen) Moreland Utd 4 (A Babo d 
mazzarella 2 S Eyar), Lalor Utd 4 Melbourne City 3, Mel- 
bourne Tornado 0 Epping City 2, Northern Roosters 2 
West Preston 2 (K Tsioukis B Zarogiannis) 


PWD L F A PT 


Moreland Utd 1810 5 3 39 19 35 
West Preston 1810 5 3 41 28 35 
Epping City 18 10 2 6 40 28 32 
Hoppers Crossing 18 10 2 6 36 26 32 
Lalor Utd 18 9 3 6 30 27 30 
Plenty Valley Lions 18 9 3 6 26 26 30 
Upfield 18 9 2 7 33 24 26 
Elwood City 18 7 2 9 40 34 23 
Bell Park 18 6 2 10 29 29 20 
Northern Roosters 18 2 8 8 21 30 14 
Melbourne City 18 4 1 13 23 60 13 
Melbourne Tornado 18 3 3 12 18 45 12 


Laverton Park 1 South Yarra 7, North Sunshine Ea- 
gles 1 North City Lions 3, Western Eagles 2 Sporting 
Whittlesea FC 4, Westvale 0 Corio 4, Essendon Utd 1 
FC Strathmore 0, Surf Coast 3 Northern Falcons 0 


PWD LF A PT 
South Yarra 18 16 0 2 57 11 48 
Surf Coast 18 12 3 3 41 21 39 
North Sunshine Eagles 18 12 2 4 50 32 38 
Sporting Whittlesea FC 18 10 3 5 53 35 33 
North City Lions 18 8 3 7 51 39 27 
Westvale 18 8 3 7 34 28 27 
Corio 18 7 4 7 39 30 25 
Laverton Park 18 7 1 10 37 55 22 
FC Strathmore 18 5 1 12 36 48 16 
Northern Falcons 18 4 311 25 73 15 
Western Eagles 18 2 5 11 26 53 11 
Essendon Utd 18 2 214 2650 8 


Bell Park 1 Upfield 2 (W Hendo 2), Elwood City 5 
Plenty Valley Lions 1, Hoppers Crossing 4 (K Sherzai 
2 B Matthys L Elmore) Moreland Utd 0, Lalor Utd 2 
Melbourne City 0, Melbourne Tornado 2 Epping City 3, 
Northern Roosters 2 West Preston 4 


PWD LF A PT 
Upfield 18 16 1 1 52 16 49 
Elwood City 18 14 1 3 62 26 43 
Hoppers Crossing 18 12 0 6 53 20 36 
Epping City 18 11 1 6 46 32 34 
Lalor Utd 18 10 2 6 31 22 32 
Moreland Utd 18 7 2 9 23 30 23 
Bell Park 18 5 7 6 22 25 22 
Melbourne Tornado 18 6 3 9 37 41 21 
West Preston 18 5 3 10 41 55 18 
Northern Roosters 18 5 2 11 43 61 17 
Plenty Valley Lions 18 3 312 21 46 12 
Melbourne City 18 1 1161471 4 


Balmoral FC 1 (D Ajing) Watsonia Heights 4, Brimbank 
Stallions 1 Heidelberg Stars 1, Essendon Royals 10 (A 
Bianco M Grosso M Strasser 3A Sirin 4 S Bovalino) Mill 
Park 1, Meadow Park Eagles 3 (P Marazita A Androna- 
co J Goodwin) Melton Phoenix FC 1, Moreland Wolves 
3 Youth Utd 1, Brunswick Zebras 5 Darebin Utd 1 


PW OD L F A PT 
Brunswick Zebras 18 14 1 3 67 22 43 
Essendon Royals 1812 3 3 61 34 39 
Heidelberg Stars 18 11 4 3 48 27 37 
Moreland Wolves 18 11 4 3 47 26 37 
Brimbank Stallions 18 8 5 5 41 31 29 
Darebin Utd 18 8 4 6 30 29 28 
Watsonia Heights 18 7 3 8 40 30 24 
Meadow Park Eagles 17 6 3 8 26 32 21 
Balmoral FC 18 3 4 11 37 52 13 
Melton Phoenix FC 18 3 4 11 17 41 13 
Youth Utd 17 3 2121651 8 
Mill Park 18 2 1151671 7 


Balmoral FC 2 (A Smajic 2) Watsonia Heights 2, Brim- 
bank Stallions 3 Heidelberg Stars 3, Essendon Roy- 
als 4 (F Milne G Apostolidis R Marchioli MJ Galea) 
Mill Park 2, Meadow Park Eagles 0 Melton Phoenix 
FC 3, Moreland Wolves 6 Youth Utd 2, Brunswick Ze- 
bras 5 Darebin Utd 0 


PWD LF A PT 
Watsonia Heights 1815 2 1 68 14 47 
Heidelberg Stars 1812 2 4 78 31 38 
Brimbank Stallions 18 11 3 4 31 18 36 
Brunswick Zebras 1811 2 5 55 21 35 
Melton Phoenix FC 18 10 2 6 33 28 32 
Moreland Wolves 18 9 3 6 50 28 30 
Essendon Royals 18 7 1 10 35 34 22 
Balmoral FC 18 4 5 9 26 36 17 
Darebin Utd 18 4 311 21 46 15 
Meadow Park Eagles 17 4 211 9 57 14 
Youth Utd 17 4 1 12 29 62 13 
Mill Park 18 3 0151070 9 


Eastern Lions 1 Knox City 0, Diamond Valley Utd 1 Dan- 
denong City 4, Noble Park Utd 1 Casey Comets 0, South 
Springvale 1 Doncaster Rovers 0, Box Hill United 2 Mor- 
well Pegasus 1, Malvern City 5 Heatherton Utd 2 


PW DL F A PT 


Dandenong City 18 14 2 2 46 13 44 
Malvern City 18 12 0 6 41 30 36 
Eastern Lions 18 9 6 3 29 15 33 
Box Hill United 18 9 6 3 30 18 33 
Morwell Pegasus 18 8 4 6 37 23 28 
Noble Park Utd 18 8 2 8 29 31 26 
Casey Comets 18 7 4 7 33 19 25 
South Springvale 18 7 2 9 27 34 23 
Diamond Valley Utd 18 5 5 8 29 42 20 
Doncaster Rovers 18 4 3 11 19 33 15 
Heatherton Utd 18 4 2 12 17 45 14 
Knox City 18 2 2141145 8 


Eastern Lions 1 Knox City 0, Diamond Valley Utd 2 Dan- 
denong City 2, Noble Park Utd 3 Casey Comets 4, South 
Springvale 3 Doncaster Rovers 0, Box Hill United 1 Mor- 
well Pegasus 1, Malvern City Heatherton Utd 


PW DL F APT 
Eastern Lions 18 10 5 3 26 19 35 
Knox City 1810 1 7 41 30 31 
Box Hill United 18 8 6 4 36 20 30 
Doncaster Rovers 18 9 3 6 43 28 30 
Dandenong City 17 8 6 3 33 21 30 
Malvern City 18 8 5 5 33 23 28 
Casey Comets 18 7 2 9 41 30 23 
South Springvale 17 7 1 9 24 39 22 
Noble Park Utd 18 7 1 10 32 44 19 
Diamond Valley Utd 18 4 5 9 24 37 17 
Morwell Pegasus 17 4 4 9 27 40 16 
Heatherton Utd 17 3 311 18 47 11 


Croydon City Arrows 0 Kingston City 3, Fitzroy City 
Peninsula Strikers , Nunawading City FC 3 Doveton 2, 
Old Scotch 1 Waverley Wanderers 0, Frankston Pines 
1 Berwick City 1 


PWD LF A PT 


Kingston City 1813 3 2 47 15 42 
Mornington 17 13 1 3 51 18 40 
Old Scotch 1812 1 5 28 23 37 
Waverley Wanderers 18 8 3 7 29 23 27 
Peninsula Strikers 17 7 4 6 32 43 25 
Nunawading City FC 18 7 3 8 24 28 24 
North Caulfield 17 6 4 7 29 28 22 
Berwick City 18 6 3 9 24 30 21 
Doveton 17 6 2 9 31 28 20 
Fitzroy City 16 6 2 8 23 28 20 
Croydon City Arrows 18 4 212 29 45 14 
Frankston Pines 18 1 41318 56 7 


Warragul Utd 4 (T Ahmadzai AW Ahmadzai E Teles P 
Cooper) Skye Utd 0, Brandon Park 1 Sandringham SC 
5, Hampton Park United Sparrows 1 Springvale City 3, 
Lyndale Utd 3 Beaumaris 6, Mooroolbark 1 (D Shields) 
Monash University 2 (M Ormandy 2), Old Melburnians 0 
Old Camberwell Grammar 0 


PW OD L F A PT 
Springvale City 1812 4 2 41 15 40 
Beaumaris 1713 0 4 51 32 39 
Old Melburnians 18 9 6 3 52 26 33 
Warragul Utd 17 9 2 6 37 21 29 
Sandringham SC 17 9 3 5 40 28 27 
Mooroolbark 18 8 3 7 43 38 27 
Hampton Park United 16 6 6 4 31 31 24 
Old Camberwell Grammar 17 6 3 8 25 28 21 
Brandon Park 18 6 2 10 21 30 20 
Monash University 17 3 410 24 46 13 
Skye Utd 18 2 3132461 9 
Lyndale Utd 17 1 41221 54 7 


Croydon City Arrows 0 Kingston City 2, Fitzroy City 
Peninsula Strikers , Nunawading City FC 0 Doveton 3, 
Old Scotch 4 Waverley Wanderers 0, Frankston Pines 
5 Berwick City 1, 
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Kingston City 18 14 1 3 46 17 40 
Old Scotch 1712 1 4 41 19 37 
Doveton 17 9 3 5 35 24 30 
Croydon City Arrows 18 9 2 7 51 39 29 
Mornington 17 8 3 6 47 34 27 
Waverley Wanderers 17 7 5 5 44 42 26 
Fitzroy City 15 7 3 5 29 39 24 
Peninsula Strikers 17 6 4 7 33 34 22 
North Caulfield 17 6 3 8 42 37 21 
Berwick City 18 5 2 11 32 49 17 
Nunawading City FC 17 3 3 11 31 52 12 
Frankston Pines 18 2 0162570 6 


Warragul Utd 3 (R Wagner 2 M Griffin) Skye Utd 1 (J 
Cook), Brandon Park 0 Sandringham SC 6, Hampton 
Park United Sparrows Football Club 1 Springvale City 
3, Lyndale Utd 1 Beaumaris 5, Mooroolbark 2 (BW 
Henriques Own Goal) Monash University 2 (J Bernard 
V Sinitsyn), Old Melburnians 3 Old Camberwell Gram- 
mar 2 


PWD L F A PT 
Mooroolbark 1712 2 3 59 26 38 
Sandringham SC 1712 3 2 54 20 36 
Old Melburnians 1710 3 4 37 14 33 
Monash University 17 8 6 3 40 21 30 
Warragul Utd 16 9 2 5 43 32 29 
Beaumaris 16 6 5 5 35 32 23 
Old Camberwell Grammar 17 6 5 6 29 29 23 
Skye Utd 18 3 6 9 23 39 15 
Hampton Park United 16 4 210 22 49 14 
Brandon Park 18 3 5 10 22 53 14 
Lyndale Utd 16 3 4 9 29 47 13 
Springvale City 17 2 3121849 9 


Riversdale 4 (M Findlay N Rossios K Crnic C McCaskie) 
Seaford Utd 1, Boroondara Eagles 2 Old Carey 1, Caul- 
field United Cobras SC 0 Monbulk 0, Keysborough 1 (M 
Roberts) Casey Kings 1, Uni. of Melbourne 1 Ashburton 
United 1, Bayside Argonauts 1 Endeavour Utd 1 


PWD LF A PT 
Monbulk 17 11 2 4 33 18 35 
Riversdale 18 9 4 5 34 29 31 
Caulfield United Cobras 18 7 7 4 35 26 28 
Endeavour Utd 16 8 4 4 31 23 28 
Seaford Utd 18 8 3 7 35 39 27 
Keysborough 18 7 5 6 33 23 26 
Bayside Argonauts 18 6 6 6 34 31 24 
Old Carey 18 7 2 9 29 33 23 
Ashburton United 18 5 6 7 25 32 21 
Uni. of Melbourne 18 4 5 9 20 37 17 
Boroondara Eagles 17 4 3 10 25 36 15 
Casey Kings 18 3 7 8 32 39 13 


Riversdale 0 Seaford Utd 2, Boroondara Eagles 0 Old 
Carey 1, Caulfield United Cobras SC 0 Monbulk 1, Key- 
sborough 6 (D Potamitis G- Gallardo A Obiech MG Ladu 
2 E Rodriguez) Casey Kings 0, Uni. of Melbourne 5 Ash- 
burton United 0, Bayside Argonauts 0 Endeavour Utd 1 


PW DL F A PT 


Monbulk 1813 3 2 47 13 42 
Endeavour Utd 1711 2 4 38 16 35 
Bayside Argonauts 1810 2 6 37 23 32 
Caulfield United Cobras 1810 2 6 31 18 32 
Uni. of Melbourne 1810 0 8 32 26 30 
Seaford Utd 17 9 2 6 46 27 29 
Keysborough 18 8 3 7 45 34 27 
Old Carey 18 7 3 8 25 28 24 
Ashburton United 17 7 2 8 29 39 23 
Riversdale 18 6 0 12 22 32 18 
Boroondara Eagles 16 2 1131342 7 
Casey Kings 17 1 21419 86 2 


Baxter 3 (R Wilson) Old Trinity Grammarians 0, Colling- 
wood City 0 Old Brighton Grammarians 3, Noble Park 2 
Rowville Eagles 0, Brighton 1 (C Brady) Whitehorse Utd 
1, Middle Park FC 8 (A Cook M Furness N Meade M Tidd 
4 K Hogan) White Star Dandenong 0, Eltham Redback 
FC 4 East Bentleigh 3 (L Brooks K Keane 2) 


PW OD L F A PT 
Middle Park FC 1815 1 2 72 13 46 
Collingwood City 1815 0 3 49 16 45 
Whitehorse Utd 1812 3 3 41 21 39 
Old Brighton Grammarians18 10 2 6 47 31 32 
Rowville Eagles 18 8 2 8 34 34 26 
Baxter 18 8 1 9 38 36 25 
Brighton 18 7 3 8 32 33 24 
Noble Park 18 7 2 9 37 51 23 
White Star Dandenong 18 6 1 11 28 57 19 
Old Trinity Grammarians 18 5 2 11 30 50 17 
Eltham Redback FC 18 4 212 24 51 14 
East Bentleigh 18 1 1162261 4 


Baxter 4 (B Norris S Drew R Thompson D Disseldorp) 
Old Trinity Grammarians 0, Collingwood City 0 Old 
Brighton Grammarians 0, Noble Park 2 Rowville Ea- 
gles 3, Brighton 1 (C Ogden) Whitehorse Utd 5, Middle 
Park FC 5 White Star Dandenong 0, Eltham Redback 
FC 0 East Bentleigh 2 (D Coppock M Prantzos) 


P WOLF A PT 
Old Brighton Grammarians18 14 3 1 47 19 45 
Collingwood City 1812 5 159 18 41 
Middle Park FC 1812 4 2 56 21 40 
Baxter 18 11 2 5 60 38 35 
Whitehorse Utd 18 9 1 8 46 40 28 
Brighton 18 7 2 9 29 46 23 
Old Trinity Grammarians 18 7 1 10 31 35 22 
Rowville Eagles 18 6 210 29 49 20 
Eltham Redback FC 18 5 310 24 40 18 
White Star Dandenong 18 5 0 13 40 56 15 
East Bentleigh 18 2 511 28 55 11 
Noble Park 18 3 2 13 27 59 11 


FOOTBALL 
FEDERATION 
VICTORIA 


Goal! Weekly 
appreciates the support and 
financial assistance of FFV 


All matches to be played on Saturday 20th 
Aug with 3pm KO unless otherwise stated. 


State NW 2 

Altona City v Altona East Phoenix 
HC Kim Reserve 

Ballarat Red Devils v Geelong 
Trekardo Park 

Banyule City v Westgate 
Yallambie Park Reserve 

FC Clifton Hill v Moreland City 
Kevin Bartlett Reserve 

Werribee City v Brunswick City 
Galvin Park Reserve 

Williamstown v Whittlesea Ranges FC 
JT Gray Reserve 


State SE 2 

Doncaster Rovers v Malvern City 
Anderson Park Fri 19 Aug KO 8:30PM 
Casey Comets v South Springvale 
Comets Stadium 

Dandenong City v Box Hill United 
Frank Holohan Soccer Reserve 
Heatherton Utd v Diamond Valley Utd 
Bosnia & Herzegovina Centre 

Knox City v Noble Park Utd 

Egan Lee Reserve 

Morwell Pegasus v Eastern Lions 
Ronald Reserve 


State NW 3 

Cairnlea v Hume Utd 

Cairnlea Park 

Avondale Heights v Sunbury Utd 
Doyle Street Reserve 

Geelong Rangers v Melbourne University 
Myers Reserve 

La Trobe University v Yarraville Glory 
Latrobe Uni Lower Playing Field 
Sydenham Park v Keilor Park 
Keilor Lodge Reserve 

Whittlesea Utd v Maribyrnong Greens 
Thomas Street Recreational 


State SE 3 

Berwick City v Fitzroy City 

Jack Thomas Reserve Fri 19 Aug KO 8:30PM 
Doveton v Old Scotch 

Waratah Reserve 

Peninsula Strikers v Nunawading City FC 
Centenary Park 

Waverley Wanderers v Croydon City Arrows 
Carlson Avenue Reserve 

North Caulfield v Frankston Pines 

Caulfield Park Sun 21 Aug KO 3:00PM 
Kingston City v Mornington 

The Grange Reserve Mon 22 Aug KO 8:30PM 


Provi NW 1 

Corio v Western Eagles 

Hume Reserve, Geelong 

FC Strathmore v Surf Coast 
Strathnaver Reserve 

North City Lions v Westvale 

Wallace Reserve 

Northern Falcons v Laverton Park 
Hayes Park 

South Yarra v North Sunshine Eagles 
Fawkner Park (Northern Pavillion) 
Sporting Whittlesea FC v Essendon Utd 
RGC Cook Reserve 


Provi SE 1 

Beaumaris v Old Melburnians 

Beaumaris Reserve 

Skye Utd v Lyndale Utd 

Skye Recreational Reserve 

Monash University v Hampton Park United 
Monash University 

Old Camberwell Grammar v Brandon Park 
Deepdene Park 

Sandringham SC v Mooroolbark 

Spring St Oval 

Springvale City v Warragul Utd 

Ross Reserve 


Provi NW 2 

Epping City v Lalor Utd 

Duffy Street Reserve 

Melbourne City v Hoppers Crossing 
Edwards Reserve 

Moreland Utd v Bell Park 

Moomba Park Reserve 

Plenty Valley Lions v Northern Roosters 
Sycamore Reserve 

West Preston v Melbourne Tornado 
Oulton Reserve 

Upfield v Elwood City 

Gibb Reserve 


Provi SE 2 

Monbulk v Riversdale 

Monbulk Recreational Fri 19 Aug KO 8:30PM 
Ashburton United v Bayside Argonauts 
Ashburton Park 

Casey Kings v Caulfield United Cobras SC 
Betula Park 

Endeavour Utd v Keysborough 

Reema Reserve 

Old Carey v Uni. of Melbourne 

Carey Sports Complex 

Seaford Utd v Boroondara Eagles 

North Seaford Reserve 


Provi NW 3 

Darebin Utd v Moreland Wolves 

Mayer Park 

Heidelberg Stars v Meadow Park Eagles 
Cartledge Reserve 

Mill Park v Balmoral FC 

Findon Reserve 

Watsonia Heights v Brimbank Stallions 

Gabonia Reserve 

Youth Utd v Essendon Royals 

Seth Raistrick Reserve 

Melton Phoenix FC v Brunswick Zebras 
MacPhersons Park Sat 20 Aug KO 7:00PM 


Provi SE 3 

East Bentleigh v Middle Park FC 
Bailey Reserve 

Whitehorse Utd v Collingwood City 
Terrara Park 

Old Trinity Grammarians v Noble Park 
Trinity Sports Ground 

Rowville Eagles v Eltham Redbacks FC 
Park Ridge Reserve 

White Star Dandenong v Brighton 
Greaves Reserve 

Old Brighton Grammarians v Baxter 
Dendy Park 


Monday 15th August 


State/and| Provisional League Wrap 


By Michal Skrodsky 


Folks it’s been another great week 
of local football action, the pointy 
end of the season is coming with 
teams getting desperate, whether 
it be for promotion or to stay up 
teams are fighting to the end. Like 
always, let’s have a look at how this 
week’s suburban scraps played 
out. 


State 2 NW has really heated up. 
Werribee City had a season defin- 
ing win over top dog Moreland City 
2-1 in the Moreland kennel, which 
sees the Bees leap-frog Moreland 
into first place. The chasing pack of 
Brunswick City, Whittlesea Ranges 
and Ballarat all recorded important 
wins to keep pressure on the top 
two. The table is a little deceiving as 
many teams a one or even two catch 
up games to be played. Banyule won 
their second game of the season after 
winning their first just last week, this 
week they got up 2-0 at Geelong, if 
the Bulls manage to stay up it will 
truly be the great escape as two 
weeks ago they looked gone for all 
money. Next week sees Part 2 od the 
epic Altona derby, Altona City will 
be hosting Altona East and will be 
keen to get back at East after going 
down 2-0 at Paisley Park earlier this 
year. 


State 2 SE saw Dandenong City 
enjoy a cruise down at Diamond 
Valley as the danced their way toa 
4-1 win. The win sees them main- 
tain their 8 point buffer over sec- 
ond placed Malvern City, who also 
won this week: 5-2 over struggling 
Heatherton. Dandenong might even 
be celebrating the championship and 
promotion if they win at home over 
Box Hill and Malvern drop points to 
Doncaster Rovers. In the chase for 
second spot, Box Hill had a crucial 
2-1 win over Morwell Pegasus. 


State 3 NW has Keilor Park still on 
top by 6 points and a win next week 
will see them as good as promoted to 
State League Division 2 NW. Keilor 
got back to their winning ways with 
a 3-2 win over Cairnlea but it only 
came thanks to a 87th minute win- 
ner from Grant Mussel. La Trobe 
Uni had a 2-1 win at Maribyrnong 
Greens and remain in second 3 points 
ahead of third placed Yarraville Glo- 
ry who had a thrilling 5-4 win over 


State SE 2 - Dario Matkovic scored the second goal for Dandenong City away to Diamond Valley, 
Clearly exciting the fans that made the trip to support their team. Photo: ANITA MILAS 


State SE 2 - 


APNTIMBIFLOORS 


Van Kianiea area to score the 3rd out of 


four goals for Dandenong City. Photo: ANITA MILAS 


Provisional League bound Geelong 
Rangers. Next week there is a huge 
promotion battle, La Trobe host Yar- 
raville where a La Trobe win would 
see them all but promoted. 


State 3 SE had Kingston City 
smashed Old Scotch 4-0 in a massive 
promotion battle last Monday. Kings- 
ton backed this up with a 3-0 win on 
the road over Croydon City on Fri- 
day meaning the Reds from Kingston 
have a 5 point gap over Old Scotch in 
third. Mornington are still on top but 
only by | point, the Seagulls had a 
exciting 4-3 win over North Caulfield 
this Sunday. Frankston Pines have 
also been officially relegated from 
State 3 SE after a 1-1 draw with Ber- 
wick City, meaning it has been 4 rel- 
egations in 4 seasons. What has hap- 
pened to this once proud club? Next 
weel sees another huge crunch match 
at the Grange Reserve on a Monday, 
with Kingston hosting Mornington in 
a heavy weight battle for top spot. 


Provisional 1 NW might have seen 
earlies pace setters, Corio, fall off 


the pace completely this week. The 
boys from Hume Reserve lost 1-0 at 
Westvale and are now in fourth and 
5 points off second place. The other 
three teams fighting for promotion all 
had wins. North Sunshine beat North 
City Lions 2-0 and are in first and are 
on 39 points, Sporting Whittlesea had 
a hard fought 2-1 win at the mighty 
Western Eagles and are on 37 points 
and the boys from Fawkner Park, 
South Yarra, smashed Laverton Park 
6-1 and are on 35 points. Next week 
South Yarra take on North Sunshine 
in a huge promotion battle. 


Provisional 1 SE remains the same 
up the top of the table with Spring- 
vale City on top following a 3-1 win 
at Hampton Park and Beaumaris in 
second one point off Springy after 
a smashing 6-3 win at Lyndale, but 
as mentioned last week Beauy has 
played one less game. Third placed 
Old Melburnians lost ground on the 
top two following a 0-0 draw over 
Old Camberwell. Next week eyes 
will turn to the bottom of the lad- 
der as the bottom two teams, Skye 


State SE 3: Riversdale players celebrate after scoring against Seaford Unioted in 
their 3-1 win. Photo: PETER PSARROS 


United and Lyndale United, will go 
punch for punch. 


Provisional 2 NW had Moreland 
United and Hoppers Crossing play 
out an epic promotion tussle. Mo- 
reland playing away went 2-0 up, 
only concede two goals in 3 minutes 
in the 70th and 73rd minute respec- 
tively. Moreland rallied and scored 
two more in the 80th and 90th to take 
the 4-2 win. The win sees Moreland 
jump back into top spot on goal dif- 
ference after West Preston only man- 
aged a point to second last Northern 
Roosters in a 2-2 draw. Epping had a 
2-0 win over Melbourne Tornado and 
are still in the hunt as they are only 3 
points off top. 


Provisional 2 SE remains a tight bat- 
tle and it is no yet clearer who will be 
going up and who will going down. 
Caulfield managed to keep league 
leaders Monbulk to a 0-0 draw and 
keep themselves in the race for pro- 
motion. Riversdale were the biggest 
movers this week with a 4-1 win over 
fellow promotion candidates Seaford 


United. Riversdale are now in second 
3 points clear of 3rd and 4th, but in 
4th is Endeavour United who have 
2 games in hand and drew this week 
1-1 with Bayside Argonauts. Mon- 
bulk are on top by 4 points with a 
game in hand and looks like barring 
a major implosion, they will get pro- 
moted this season. 


Provisional 3 NW had the Essendon 
Royals bring the pain to the Mill Park 
boys, the Royals smashed 10 past 
the Parkers who only managed one 
in reply. The win sees Essendon in 
outright second on 39 points. On top 
and in fine form are the Brunswick 
Zebras who have collested 43 points 
this far following a 5-1 thumping of 
Darebin United. Heidelberg Stars 
and Moreland Wolves are third and 
fourth respectively but both are on 37 
points. Moreland Wolves overcame 
Youth United 3-1 while the Stars had 
a 1-1 draw with the Brimbank Stal- 
lions. 


Provisional 3 SE had another mas- 
sive shock, runaway leaders Col- 


lingwood City were well and truly 
smashed in a 3-0 loss to Old Brigh- 
ton. Middle Park have now moved 
back into top spot after a huge 8-0 
win over White Star Dandenong, 
Miles Tidd bagged 4 goals in this 
game for the Parkers. Whitehorse 
were held 1-1 by Brighton and there 
promotion dreams are all but over, 
they are now 6 points off Colling- 
wood in second. At the other end of 
the table, Eltham Redbacks had a 
great 4-1 win over last placed East 
Bentleigh which has all but relegated 
the boys from Bailey Reserve back to 
the Metro Leagues. Next week it is 
do or die for Whitehorse United has 
they host Collingwood City. 


Well folks, only 4 rounds remain- 
ing. It is really heating up with some 
teams facing do or die matches, if 
that is your team that your team 
needs you more than ever! Get down 
there and watch your boys, because 
when the season is over you'll miss 
the wintery Saturday afternoons!!! 


State SE 2: Morwell Pegasus sub Wise Barakzoi comes off worst as Box Hill United's 
Jungho Kim is sandwiched between himself and Jason Rand. Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 
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Women’s Premierleague 
Sandringham clinch WPL Minor Premiership 


By Niki Cook 


The last day of the Women’s Pre- 
mier League had the potential to 
provide plenty of drama, with all of 
Sunday’s five matches having some 
bearing on finals or relegation, and 
fortunately the day lived up to its 
billing as the action unfolded. There 
were goals galore as teams battled 
to secure their WPL status, with the 
match that goalless seeing Altona 
relegated, and Box Hill missing out 
on finals. Sandringham took out the 
minor premiership, South has the 
double chance despite losing, and 
Heidelberg and Casey will also play 
finals. 

Before the ‘Super Sunday’ end to the 
home and away season, there were 
two big matches on Wednesday night, 
with Altona City taking on the Emerg- 
ing Athlete Program at DISC, and 
Bundoora United playing Heidelberg 
United at Epping Soccer Stadium. 

With both Bundoora and Altona 
scrapping to avoid relegation, and 
Heidelberg looking to cement a spot 
in the top four, there was plenty at 
stake. Altona grabbed a vital three 
points with a 4-1 victory over the EAP, 
with two goals in each half. It lifted 
it to 25 points, and more importantly 
ahead of Ashburton on the ladder. In 
the other match, Heidelberg made cer- 
tain of its place in the finals, and left 
itself in with a shout of securing the 
double chance with a 1-0 victory over 
Bundoora. Elise Kyrgios scored the 
game’s only goal on the half hour to 
defeat Bundoora, which would have to 
wait until the final day of the season 
to ensure it was mathematically safe 
from relegation. 

Paisley Park was the venue for the 
match between South Melbourne 
Women’s and Sandringham, with the 
two sides battling it out for the minor 
premiership. Sandringham held the 
advantage going into the game, need- 
ing only a draw to claim top spot on 
the ladder, but both sides were already 
guaranteed to play finals. 

Despite having lost last time the sides 
met, Sandringham took control of the 
match from the outset, scoring three 
unanswered first half goals to all but 
kill off the match. It opened the scor- 
ing through Ashley Brown on eighteen 
minutes, before extending its lead with 
wo goals in the last two minutes of 
he first half from Hannah Stuart and 
Emma Runnalls. Marcela Marques 
pulled a goal back for South just after 
he hour, but the visitor reclaimed its 
hree-goal lead seven minutes from 
ime through Stephanie Catley to em- 
phatically claim the minor premier- 
ship. 

The football gods, however, must 
have been smiling on South, as despite 
suffering its heaviest defeat of the sea- 
son, other results proved favourable 
and it maintained second place on the 
adder and the double chance in the fi- 
nals that goes with it. 

Heidelberg United hosted Ashburton 
at Olympic Village knowing that vic- 
ory could give it the double chance, 
while Ashburton needed to win to be 
in with a chance of avoiding relega- 
ion. In the end, the desire to avoid the 
drop proved greater, with Ashburton 
recording its second biggest victory of 
he season to secure its WPL future for 
a ninth consecutive year. 

Ashburton will have had some con- 
fidence going into the game, having 
beaten United 3-0 last time the sides 
met, and it took the lead twenty min- 
utes in, before doubling its advantage 
en minutes before the interval. The 
home side pulled a goal back shortly 
before half time, but that proved to be 
he last time it found the net. 
Ashburton added a further two goals 
in the last twenty minutes of the match 
0 seal its eighth victory of the season 
and guarantee its WPL status. Heidel- 
berg ends the season third on the lad- 
der, with a home final next weekend. 

A quirk of the fixture meant that Don- 
caster Rovers and Bundoora United, 
who faced off in the opening round 
of the season, didn’t meet again until 
this, the final round of the year. With 
Doncaster already condemned to an 
immediate return to State League 1, 
Bundoora needed to win to ensure it 
didn’t suffer the same fate. It did so in 
fairly emphatic fashion, scoring twice 


Sandringham had plenty to clebrate yesterday with an emphatic win over South Melbourne to clinch 
the WPL minor title. Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 


Sienna Fogarty (Sandringham) fires the ball back 
over her head as South Melbourne’s Clare Duck 
(left) and Tiffany Eloadis (obscured) close in on 
her. Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 


South Melbourne’ s Tiffany Eliadis (centre) and 
Christie Parton (Sandringham) contest a header. 
Paige Doods awéAits the outcome. 

Photo: JOHN PUNSHON 


in each half to record its biggest vic- 
ory of the season and guarantee its 
participation in the WPL for a second 
year. It left it late in each half to find 
he net, however, scoring twice in the 
ast five minutes of the first period, and 
with both second half goals coming in 
he last fifteen minutes. Enza Barilla, 
Stephanie Galea, Erin Herd and Me- 
gan Archer each scored once in the 
riumph, which saw Bundoora end its 
first top flight campaign in sixth place. 
Doncaster, which was at least competi- 
ive in the second half of the season, 
finishes the season tenth. 

Having been in the top four for the 
entirety of the season, it appeared that 
Casey Comets had sabotaged its own 
campaign, with the sending off last 
weekend of its coach, Ian Williamson. 
The dismissal resulted in Casey being 
deducted three points at the tribunal 
during the week, and dropping below 


Box Hill United on the ladder. Casey 
had the advantage of facing bottom side 
VCL Country at Comets Stadium in its 
final match, but it needed to win, and 
then rely on Altona City denying Box 
Hill victory if it was to regain fourth 
spot on the ladder. Casey did all that it 
could on the field, recording a comfort- 
able 4-0 win over Country; two goals 
in the opening twenty minutes, and a 
further two in the final fifteen secured 
the points for the home side. 

Altona City and Box Hill United met 
at HC Kim Reserve in a match that 
was crucial for both sides for very 
different reasons. Having given itself 
every chance of survival with victory 
over the EAP on Wednesday night, 
Altona needed to match or better Ash- 
burton’s result to secure its place in 
the WPL. Box Hill, which started the 
day in fourth place, needed to win to 
be certain of playing in the finals. As it 


transpired, the match ended in a stale- 
mate, a 0-0 draw, but as a result, both 
sides lost. 

With Ashburton and Bundoora both 
winning, Altona found itself joining 
Doncaster Rovers in being relegated 
to State League 1. The heartbreak for 
Altona came despite a strong finish 
to the season, which saw it unbeaten 
in its final four matches, and holding 
United goalless for only the second 
time this year. Box Hill, Premier for 
five of the last six seasons and Grand 
Finalist in every year since the finals 
were introduced, suffers perhaps great- 
er ignominy, missing the finals for the 
first time on goal difference. It ends the 
campaign level with Casey Comets on 
34 points, but with a slightly inferior 
goal difference, and so finishes in fifth 
place. 

Next weekend sees the start of the 
WPL finals, with the times and venues 


for the matches yet to be determined. 
Sandringham has earned the right to a 
home final, and it will meet South Mel- 
bourne Women’s for the second week 
in succession. 

This time, the stakes are even higher, 
with the teams playing off for a place 
in the Grand Final. Both teams have 
played finals in recent years, with San- 
dringham contesting the Preliminary 
Final last year, and South going out 
in the same match in 2009. The teams 
have split the points this season, with 
South winning 2-0 when the teams met 
in Round 9, and Sandringham victori- 
ous in Round 20, 4-1. 

While the victor of the Sandringham 
South Melbourne Women’s match will 
earn a place in the Grand Final and a 
week off, the loser will play the winner 
of the Elimination Final. By finishing 
third, Heidelberg United will host that 
crucial game, and it will play Casey 
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Altona City 0 
Box Hill United 0, 


South Melbourne Womens FC 1 
Sandringham SC 4 


Doncaster Rovers 0 
Bundoora Utd 4 (E Barilla S 
Galea E- Herd M Archer) 


Heidelberg Utd 1 
Ashburton 4 


Casey Comets 4 
VCL Country 0 


Reserves: 

Altona City 1 Box Hill United 1, 
South Melbourne Womens FC 3 
Sandringham SC 0, Doncaster 
Rovers 1 Bundoora Utd 4, 
Heidelberg Utd 1 Ashburton 2 


WPEADDER 


PW DPE 
Sandringham 20 14 
SouthMelb 20 12 
Heidelberg Utd 20 12 
Casey Comets 20 11 
Box Hill United 20 10 
Bundoora Utd 20 
Ashburton 20 
Altona City 20 
EmergingAth 19 
DoncasterR 20 
VCL Country 19 
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WPL Next/Round 


WPL finals fixtures details were not 
supplied at the time of going to press 


Please check the FFV website for 
details. 


We apologise for any inconvenience to 
our readers. 


WPISRESERVES)LADDER 

PW (D’ EL UE SyAREts) 
Box Hill United 16 13 3 0 53 10 41 
SouthMelb 16 11 4 1 52 16 37 
Sandringham 16 8 2 6 27 16 26 
CaseyComets 16 7 3 6 32 24 23 
BundooraUtd 15 6 4 5 21 19 22 
Ashburton 15: 6 1 (8)826s;29IRg 
HeidelbergUtd 16 3 4 9 21 39 12 
Altona City 16 2 4 10) 1ileeoRei0 
DoncasterR 16 1 3 12 10 61 5 
EmergingAth 0 0 O O 0 
VCLCounty 0 0 0 0 0 


Comets, which held on to fourth by the 
skin of its teeth. While the teams had 
contrasting results in Round 22, witk 
Heidelberg suffering a heavy loss, and 
Casey enjoying a comfortable win, it’s 
United that has had the better of the 
games between the two sides this year 
Heidelberg won the Round 2 encounte! 
3-1, and triumphed 2-0 in the return fix- 
ture in Round 8. The most recent matck 
between the two, however, took place 
back in May, so it is unlikely to be a 
good guide to how the teams are now. 

Next Saturday also features another 
match, the rescheduled Round 10 
match between VCL Country and the 
EAP. The teams sit occupy two of the 
bottom three positions on the ladder. 
but despite amassing fewer points be- 
tween them than relegated Altona City. 
neither side is eligible to be relegated. 

The match, which can have no bearing 
on either finals or relegation, hence its 
scheduling for after the regular season. 
takes place at Epsom Huntly Recre- 
ation Reserve. 


vipiaanen 


Southern Stars got the 
victory they so dearly 
needed with a 4-0 success 
against Western Sub- 
urbs in front of their loy- 
al home fans at Kingston 
Health Soccer Complex 
to move one step closer 
to promotion. 

Both sides played out an 
even first half to take the 
scores to 0-0 at halftime 
with no clear opportuni- 
ties going either way. 

A superb second half 
brace from star midfielder 
Joe Di Iorio seen Southern 
Stars pile on four second 
half goals. The Midfielder 
clearly enjoyed himself as 
he was involved in three 
of the four Stars goals, 
scoring on two separate 
occasions and _ assisting 
Berkan Sakaci to a won- 
derful header. 

Stars substitute Mark 
Newsome put the icing 
on the cake with his first 
touch of the game smash- 
ing home a _ wonderful 
volley to send the home 
fans wild. 

“Excellent response to- 
day from the lads now 
we have to keep going”. 
Stars Manager Dean Hen- 
nessey said of his teams 
performance _ following 
last weeks lose to North 
Geelong. 


City of Moreland rivals 
Pascoe Vale and Faw- 
kner went into this game 
wishing local council 
could spare a dollar or 
two come seasons end 
to the woeful CB Smith 


World of Soccer - 


 Victorian|State League Division One 
Sharks and Stars turn up the heat in race for title 


Monday Night Football: Sunshine George Cross takes on FC Bulleen Lions tonight at the Veneto Social Club with KO 
8.30PM. Come down and watch Kevin Muscat in action as both clubs chase promotion honours. PHOTO: DANIEL FLIS 


Reserve. 

Pascoe Vale also intro- 
duced youngsters An- 
drew La Page, Patrick 
Brown, Agrian Talarico 
and welcomed back Dan- 
iel Tribuzio who had been 
missing since round one 
following his broken leg. 

Competitive it may have 
been but as the players 
simmered, chances were 
few and far between in the 
opening exchanges. 

However, the clash as a 
whole had offered little 
invention and as the half- 
time whistle went, those 
inside the CB Smith Re- 
serve will have been large- 
ly unimpressed by the 
way in which the opening 
45 minutes transpired into 
such an insipid affair. 

It was to take some- 
thing special to break the 
deadlock and Pascoe Vale 
turned to star midfielder 
Liam Flynn to once again 
this season smash home 
the winner. An easy finish 
from a well organised pas- 
sage of play from Pascoe 
Vale, Flynn once again 
proving his worth. 

Fawkner threw a num- 
ber of substitutes on to try 
and salvage a draw but it 


WOLD OF SUBBE 


at THETONE STOP/SHOPIEORTAUINYOUR\SOCCERINEEDS) 


Dandenong 


Shop 4/119 Lonsdale Street 


Tel: 9794 5860 


wasn’t to be as the away 
side ran out comfortable 
winners. 


Altona and Preston played 
out a 1-1 draw in front off 
a strong crowd at Paisley 
Park Soccer Complex. 
Both teams came out all 
heart as the all important 
Traianedes/Micevski Cup 
was up for grabs. 

The first goal came in the 
second half in sharp fash- 
ion as Preston’s Kume 
Dimtrski took on the Al- 
tona defence to slot home 
a fine bit of individual 
brilliance. 

George Papadopoulos 
equalised against the run 
of play 15 minutes from 
time with a strike that 
was originally going out 
of play after a strike from 
teammate Milos Lujic. 

The match heated up 5 
minutes from time as Pres- 
ton’s Tony Sterjovski was 
sent off for a nasty tackle, 
poor day for Sterjovski 
who earlier had a penalty 
cancelled out following a 
nice save from Tomislav 
Tomich. 

All square in the Mace- 
donian derby as the Sasa 


Ognenovski player of the 
game went to Altona’s 


George — Papadopoulos, 
multiculturalism at its 
best at Paisley Park. 


Whittlesea Zebras over- 
came North Geelong 
Warriors 2-1 with smart 
goals at Epping Stadium 
yesterday as the hosts’ 
promotion credentials 
were back on track. 
“The result could have 


gone either way, very 
even and_ entertaining 
game,” North Geelong 


Manager Ante Skoko told 
Goal Weekly of yester- 
day’s game. 

All three goals were 
scored in the first half 
as Whittlesea hit a 2-0 
lead 30 minutes in. Five 
minutes before halftime 
North Geelong’s Nicho- 
las Anderson got behind 
the Whittlesea defence to 
bring scores back to 2-1. 

The scores remained the 
same for the remainder of 
the game as the Zebras 
bounced back from their 
disappointing draw last 
week. 


FREE POSTAGE ANYWHERE 
IN AUSTRALIA 


Port continue to lead 
race to title as Langwar- 
rin battle on Port Mel- 
bourne went into the 
game knowing 7 points 
from the remaining 
five games will secure 
the SL1 championship. 
They came back from a 
goal down in the second 
half to grab a important 
draw against the fight- 
ing Langwarrin. 
Langwarrin have been 
showing some battling 
tendencies of late grab- 
bing a important draw 
against promotion push- 
ers Whittlesea Zebras last 
week. 
Langwarrin were perhaps 
unlucky to grab all three 
points in this game as they 
took the lead in the first 
half thanks to a fine piece 
of play from Ben Chaf- 
fery who went on a great 
run showing his heals to 
3 Port players before slot- 
ting home the first goal. 
That goal would not 
prove to be enough for 
Langwarrin as Port Mel- 
bourne grabbed the im- 
portant equaliser in the 
second, a minor interrup- 


SLI RESULTS) 


Altona Magic 1 
Preston Lions 1 


Fawkner Blues 0 
Pascoe Vale 1 


Langwarrin 1 
Port Melbourne 1 


Southern Stars 4 (B Sakaci J Di 
lorio 2 M Newsome) Western 
Suburbs 0 


Whittlesea Zebras 2 
North Geelong Warriors 1 


U21s: 

Altona Magic 3 (D Trajceski M 
Golijanin D Petrovski) Preston Lions 
1, Fawkner Blues 1 Pascoe Vale 

2, Langwarrin 1 Port Melbourne 1, 
Southern Stars 1 Western Suburbs 
0, Whittlesea Zebras 3 North Gee- 
long Warriors 2 


SLA|UADDER 

PW DL TEARS 
PortMelbourne 18 11 5 2 28 14 38 
Southem Stas 17 10 3 4 30 20 33 
WhitleseaZ 18 9 5 4 31 22 32 
PascoeVale 18 8 2 8 33 22 26 
AltonaMagic 18 8 4 6 29 26 25 
NorthGeelong 18 7 2 Q 22 29 23 
BulleenLions 17 6 4 7 20 20 22 
SunGeorgeX 17 6 4 7 24 26 22 
FawknerBlues 18 6 3 9Q 19 17 21 
WesternSubs 18 6 2 10 19 31 20 
Langwarrin if 4 (5 18 22530Raih 
PrestonLions 18 4 3 11 22 42 15 

SLI} Next|Round, 

Port Melbourne v Whittlesea Zebras 


SS Anderson Reserve 
Fri 19 Aug KO 8:30PM 


Nth Geelong v Western Suburbs 
Elcho Park 
Fri 19 Aug KO 8:30PM 


Altona Magic v Pascoe Vale 
Paisley Park 
Sat 20 Aug KO 3:00PM 


Southern Stars v Fawkner Blues 
Kingston Heath 
Sat 20 Aug KO 7:00PM 


Preston Lions v FC Bulleen Lions 


BT Connor Reserve 
Sun 21 Aug KO 3:00PM 
Sunshine George Cross v Langwarrin 
Chaplin Reserve 
Sun 21 Aug KO 3:00PM 
SLAU2A)UADDER 

PW D EL F “ApPts 
BulleenLions 17 12 1 4 58 17 37 
Fawkner Blues 18 10 4 4 40 26 34 
Pascoe Vale 18 11 1 6 42 32 34 
Southern Stars 17 10 1 6 35 33 31 
Western Subs 18 10 0 8 34 38 30 
NorthGeelong 17 9 2 6 32 21 29 
WhitleseaZ 18 9 2 7 35 30 29 
Langwarrin W 6 2 9 22 s43%20 
SunGeorgeX 17 5 2 10 32 45 17 
AltonaMagic 18 5 3 10 33 40 15 
PortMelbourne 18 3 5 10 22 39 14 
PrestonLions 17 3 1 13 24 45 10 


tion for Port who were 
thanking keeper Adam 
Hrehoresin for keeping the 
title favourites in the game 
all day. 


www.worldofsocca.com.au 
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SOUTH MELBOURNE 


Fab 


HEIDELBERG UTD 


South Melbourne: 

21. Zaim Zenelli (Gk), 2. Tom 
Matthews, 3. Rhodri Payne, 4. 
Steven O’dor, 5. Daniel Vasilevski, 
6. Steven Topalovic (16. Trent 
Waterson 43’), 8. Carl Rechhia, 11. 
Jesse Krncevic, 17. Steven Weir 
(25. Kyle Joryeff 90’ +1), 20. Daniel 
Dragicevic (33. Yannis Galanos 
75), 23. Sebastian Petrovic 


Subs Not Used: 1. Abdelhadi 
Deroune (Gk), 15. Fernando De 
Moraes 


Goal: Krncevic 67’ (Pen) 


Yellow Cards: Petrovich 
Red Card: Petrovich (For Second 
Yellow) 


Heidelberg United: 

1. Rhyss KeanE (Gk), 3. Les 
Doumbalis, 14. Craig Elvin, 13. 
Luke Byles, 16. Steve Martin, 18. 
Osagie Ederado, 9. Shaun Mcilroy 
(8. Andrew Nabbout 72’), 11. Evan 
Christodolou, 2. Yarod Hailemelkot, 
20. Saso Aleksovski, 7. Hamlet 


Armenian 


Subs Not Used: 32. Jason Koutso- 

dontis (Gk), 5. George Papadopou- 
los, 17. Anthony losifides, 19. David 
Cordemore 


Yellow Cards: Armenian 


Player Of The Match: 
Zaim Zeneli (South Melbourne) 


Crowd: Approx. 1750 
Venue: SS Anderson Reserve, Port 
Melbourne 
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South Prevail As ‘Bergers Pay 


By John Fotinos 


South Melbourne ‘keeper Zaim 
Zeneli has emerged the hero in 
his team’s 1-0 Elimination Final 
win over Heidelberg United at SS 
Anderson Reserve this afternoon. 
The young custodian pulled off a 
wonderful double save from a pen- 
alty kick late in the match, enabling 
South Melbourne to advance to next 
week’s Minor Semi-Final. Earlier 
in the second half, Jesse Krncevic 
had given South Melbourne the 
lead, coolly converting from the 
penalty spot for the only goal of a 
keenly contested derby. 

This afternoon’s cut-throat match was 
played in fine & sunny conditions at 
Port Melbourne, and was attended 
by a very healthy crowd, no doubt 
anticipating a typically tight contest. 
It proved to be just that in the early 
phase of the match, with neither side 
able to gain the ascendancy. South 
Melbourne fashioned the first real op- 
portunity on the quarter hour mark, 
when Mathews found Weir in the box, 
but the latter’s shot on the turn found 
only the side netting. Just a minute 
later came the first booking of the 
match, with Heidelberg’s Armenian 
receiving a yellow card for a late & 
vigorous challenge on South ‘keeper 
Zeneli. 

Heidelberg United’s Steve Martin 
hit a well-struck volley from outside 
the box on 25 minutes, but a relieved 
Zeneli saw the ball pass wide of the 
mark. South Melbourne looked to at- 
tack mainly from the left side, and just 
before the half hour mark, full back 
Payne made an incisive run into the 
box, but his cut-back pass was hast- 
ily cleared to safety. Minutes later, 
Ederaro for Heidelberg hit a low shot 
from the edge of the box, but Zeneli 
parried the ball wide for a corner. 
With the game increasingly becoming 
a scrap for midfield supremacy, the 
challenges from both sets of players 
were becoming more frequent. South 
Melbourne midfielder Petrovich went 
into the book following a late chal- 
lenge, and teammate Weir as well as 
Heidelberg’s McIlroy were fortunate 
to receive merely a verbal rebuke from 
referee Hakan Anaz following tackles 
from behind. The tackle from Mcll- 
roy on South defender Topalovic saw 
the latter being replaced by Waterson 
due to a leg injury shortly before the 
main break. In first half injury time, 
Heidelberg midfielder Ederaro made a 
strong run into the box, and after fall- 
ing awkwardly under a challenge, had 
his pleas for a penalty waved away. 
With the second half just six minutes 
in, Heidelberg midfielder Christodou- 
lou rose to headd an in-swinging Ed- 
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eraro corner, but his effort come back 
off the crossbar. Just a few minutes 
later, South Melbourne’s Vasilevski 
swung a cross in form the left, only 
for a glancing defensive header by 
Doumbalis of Heidelberg, to see it 
come off the far post and away for a 
corner. 

Midway through the second half came 
the only goal of the match. From a 
Krncevic nod on, Steven Weir tried 
to run onto the ball, but was adjudged 
to have been brought down inside the 
box by Heidelberg defender Luke 
Byles. The Heidelberg players pro- 
tested that the foul occurred outside 
the box, but with the penalty decision 
awarded, up stepped Krncevic to ex- 
pertly stroke the ball home, sending 
Keane the wrong way in the process. 
The goal sparked wild celebrations 
from the South Melbourne contingent, 
particularly those behind the goals at 
the Plummer St end of the ground. 
With Heidelberg needing to respond 
to force the game into extra time, the 
game began to open up more into an 
end to end affair. South Melbourne 
substitute Galanos had a stinging vol- 
ley charged down, and at the other 
end, a flick on header from Ederaro 
found Aleksovski, but his shot sailed 
over the bar & did not trouble Zeneli. 
With less than ten minutes of regu- 
lation time left to play, there was a 
couple of dramatic late twists in the 
match. South Melbourne midfielder 
Sebastian Petrovich received his 
marching orders following a second 
yellow card for a late tackle on Haile- 
melkot. Form the resultant free kick, 
the ball was played into the box & 
found its way to Heidelberg’s Edera- 
ro. South ‘keeper Zeneli appeared to 
foul Ederaro, with the referee award- 
ing a second penalty in the match, this 
time for Heidelberg United. 

Hamlet Armenian stepped up to take 
the kick in an attempt to tie up the 
scores at 1-1. However, Zeneli, who 
had moments earlier been the vil- 
lain of the piece, now become South 
Melbourne’s saviour, as he guessed 
correctly to parry the spot kick. The 
ball bounced back up to Armenian, 
who managed to fashion a volley, but 
Zeneli recovered wonderfully well to 
gleefully clutch the ball in his grasp. 
South Melbourne managed to play 
out time successfully to record a hard- 
fought 1-0 win over its arch-rival, and 
thus keep its hopes of a Grand Final 
appearance alive. It goes into next 
weekend’s Minor Semi Final against 
the Oakleigh Cannons, with a spot 
in the Preliminary Final to go to the 
victor. 

A disappointed Heidelberg United 
may well reflect on a game of missed 
opportunities as they bow out of the 
finals race for the 2011 season.. 
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Monday 15th August 2011 


feree Hakan has no hesitation in pointing to the 


, 


F 


geal! 


The Penalty 


Yes Jess once again! Jesse Krncevic makes Heidelberg pay from the spot 


Photo: CINDY NITSOS 
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South’s Daniel Vasilevski tries to combat Osagie Ederaro in front of the big 
crowd at Anderson Reserve yesterday. Photo:CINDY NITSOS 
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OAKLEIGH CANNONS 


Oakleigh Cannons: 1. Peter ZOIS, 2. 
James CUMMINGS, 4. Ante CICAK, 6. 
Ramazan TAVSANCIOGLU, 7. Bonel 
OBRADOVIC, 10. Ricky DIACO, 12. 
Luke WALKER, 17. Shaun ONTONG, 
20. Ari DRAKOS, 21. Hayden DOYLE 
SUBSTITUTES: 35. Daniel NEE- 
SHAM, 8. James ROBINSON, 15. 
Joshua GROENWALD, 19. Dane MILO- 
VANOVIC, 25. Craig GOODWIN 


Hume City: 1. Lupce ACEVSKI, 2. Adam 
NAKIC, 4. Mark PISTININZI, 6 Ser- 

dar PIR, 7. Isyan ERDOGAN, 9. Pece 
SIVESKI, 10. Richie CARDOZO, 11. 


Andy VLAHOS, 22. Phillip RICCOBENE, 


25. Atila OFLI, 31. Sam DEHANI 
SUBSTITUTES: 13. Alex FLOREA, 

17. James RICCOBENE, 18. Kenny 
GEROH, 28. Ali TURGUT, 42. Cem CIL. 


Hume wins a cliffhanger as Oakleigh stumbles 


By Matthew McNamara 


A late brace from young gun 
Atilla Ofli has secured a place 
in the Major Semi Final for 
Hume City after a remark- 
able come from behind vic- 
tory over an _ unfortunate 
Oakleigh Cannons at Jack 
Edwards Reserve last night. 

Hume trailed 2-0 at half time, 
and were 3-2 down with only 2 
minutes of regulation time to 
play, but somehow managed 
to perform one of the greatest 
wins in their history. 

Oakleigh were the more domi- 
nant early in the game, with 
Hayden Doyle looking sharp 
and Ricky Diaco constantly 
causing problems to the Hume 
central defensive pairing of 
Adam Nakic and Isyan Erdo- 
gan. 

The first real chance of the 
game fell to the visitors how- 
ever, as Richie Cardozo’s 
whipped free kick found Nakic 
but his header went agonisingly 
wide. 

Oakleigh began to reassert 
their dominance, and a neat 
ball from Bonel Obradovic 
found Doyle. Doyle struck the 
ball with some serious venom 
and beat Louie Acesvki in the 
Hume goal, only for the cross 
bar to save the Hume Keeper. 

But only moments later Oak- 
leigh did take the lead as 
Doyle’s cross was met by Ricky 
Diaco who’s shot looped over 
the hapless Acevski to give the 
hosts the lead after 34 minutes. 
With the momentum with Oak- 
leigh, they soon capitalised 
again, this time Frank Lagana 


Phil Ricobene gets a lift from Pece Siveski. 
Photo: ANITA MILAS 


nodding home to give the hosts 
a two goal cushion into the half 
time break. 

Hume reappeared a different 
team in the second half, and im- 
mediately struck back through 
Cardozo only 3 minutes after 
the break as his unstoppable 
shot sailed in past Peter Zois. 

Moments later it was 2-2 and 
game on as Pece Siveski’s 
quick free kick was put into the 
net by an Oakleigh defender. 

Oakleigh looked rattled but 
were soon awarded a lifeline as 
Sam Dehaini was adjudged to 
have fouled Lagana in the area. 
Ricky Diaco stepped up and 
made no mistake from the spot 
and Oakleigh restored their ad- 
vantage. 

With only moments remaining, 
it appeared a hero was needed 
for Hume to try and take the 
game to extra time. Up stepped 
youngster Ofli who scrambled 
home an Andy Vlahos corner 
to send the away fans into de- 
lirtum in the 89th minute. 

If Hume were delighted to 
have equalised, words can- 
not describe the feeling only 
moments later as Ofli broke 
through the Oakleigh defence 
to slot home past Zois and give 
the visitors an unlikely 4-3 lead 
with only injury time remain- 
ing. 

Oakleigh threw the kitchen 
sink at Hume in the dying mo- 
ments, but it was not to be as 
the visitors from Broadmead- 
ows run out the game 4-3 win- 
ners in a game that no fan shall 
forget for a long time. 


Hume City are all smiles as a Preliminary date with Green Gully now beckons. 
Photo: ANITA MILAS 
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Hume hero Atila Ofli squeezes the ball home past Peter Zois and the Oakleigh defence. 


Photo: ANITA MILAS 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 


SOUTH MELBOURNE FC 


21, Zaim Zenelli- 7- The South 
Melbourne custodian had a de- 
cent game. He also conceded 
the penalty to give Heidelberg a 
chance on 85 minutes but saved 
Hamlet Armenian’s penalty superbly then getting up for 
the rebound. 
2. Tom Matthews-6 - Wasn't involved much but when 
did he pushed forward from right full back. He threw in 
a couple long throws, made some decent runs but his 
crossing and passing wasn't effective. 
3. Rhodri Payne-6 - Rhodri made some good intercep- 
tions and cleared successfully on two or three times. 
4, Steven O'Dor7 - The South Melbourne captain had a 
solid game at Centre Back with some good headers and 
good passes up field to big Jesse Krncevic. 
8. Carl Recchia-7 - The former Melbourne Victory Defen- 
sive Midfielder played at Centre He showed his strength 
and his ability to cover for the fullbacks. 
6. Steven Topalovic-6 - Steven only played 45 minutes as 
he was substituted for Trent Waterson just before half- time 
after suffering a hard tackle by Heidelberg striker Shaun 
cliroy, 
23. Sebastian Petrovic-4 - Sebastian had a poor game 
and was sent off on 84 minutes after two aggressive, care- 
less and late tackles were both given yellow cards. T 
5. Daniel Vasilevski-8 - Daniel was the chief playmaker 
or South as he was deadly like usually on set pieces and 
showed off his good passing and vision. 
20. Daniel Dragicevic-6 - Daniel played on the right wing 
and put in some good crosses with both his left and right 
oot. 
17. Steven Weir-8 - One week on after his wonder free 
ick Steven had a good game. He had an opportunity 
where he turned brilliantly but his shot went into the side 
netting. He too was one player to get in trouble with the 
referee after a clumsy, aggressive tackle. He also won the 
penalty for South on the edge of the box. He was substi- 
tuted for Kyle Joryeff in stoppage time. 
11. Jesse Krncevic-9- Jesse had a brilliant performance 
as the big no 9 up front. He scored the penalty in the 
bottom corner and sent Rhyss Keane the wrong way. 
He played the typical big man up front, coming deep to 
flick the ball onto the wingers. He showed his strength, 
he was hard working and brilliant aerial ability. My Man 
of the Match. 


Substitutes: 


16. Trent Waterson-6- Came on for the injured Steven To- 
palovic on 45 minutes into the deep central midfield role. 
Made some good and poor passes and had a powerful 
shot blocked. 


HEIDELBERG UTD 


1, Rhyss Keane-7- Rhyss had 
a pretty good game. He was ef- 
fective in the air, punching and 
Claiming the ball. Jesse Krncevic 
however was too smart and sent 
him the wrong way in the penalty. Like in previous games 
Steve Martin and Les Doumbalis took the goal kicks. 

3, Les Doumbalis -6- Les had an up and down game. The 
first-half he played well with some good clearances and 
headers but in the second half he almost scored an Own 
Goal with a header after Daniel Vasilevksi floated a nice ball 
in the box. He also gave a hand ball away in the box which 
was turned down because of an offside. 
4, Craig Elvin-7- The Heidelberg captain had a decent 
game where he made some good interceptions, headers 
and some good covering at the back. He also had a rare 
shot on target which was cleared off the line. 
3. Luke Byles-6- Luke wasn't involved much but when 
he was made some good long passes up forward and 
put on a good defensive performance with some good 
interceptions. 
6. Steve Martin-6- Steve played in a deep central Mid- 
field role instead of his usual wide left role. He had a long 
powerful shot just go wide and also showed his long throw- 
ing ability. That was all in the first-half, However his second 
wasn't so good. He had a few corners which were pretty 
horrible and crosses which were off target. 

2. Yared Hailemelekot-5- Yared had a poor game where 
his passes were a bit off and his first touch, ball control and 
finishing let him down. 

11. Evan Christodolou-6- Evan didn’t have the influential 
role in midfield like he normally does. He made some good 
clearances, but some of his corners were poor too. How- 
ever at the start of the second half he hit the post after a 
brilliant corner from Osagie Ederaro. 

18. Osagie Ederaro -6- During the first-half he wasn't in- 
volved much other than putting a free kick way over on 
to Plummer Street. In the second he performed better 
with some good corners where Christodolou hit the post. 
While on the Left Wing he always wanted to come onto 
his favoured right foot which ended up being one of his 
weaknesses. 

9, Shaun Mcliroy-5- Shaun played on the Left Wing in- 
stead of up front and that looked to be one of his major 
problems. He Injured Steven Topalovic after a horrible tack- 
le. Was substituted for Andrew Naboutt on 72 minutes. 

7. Hamlet Armenian-6- Hamlet was involved in a lot of 
the play like usually. He looked up for the game early on 
with good passes, runs and flicks. On 84 minutes he had 
a penalty saved from Zenalli. Was hit low into the bottom 
corner but Zenalli saved well and saved rebound too. Did 
also receive a yellow card for a late challenge on Zenalli. 
20. Saso Aleksovski-7- Saso was in charge of a lot of the 
free kicks and floated some good ones in. He had some 
shots blocked, made some good runs and played some 
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South thank their fans. 
Photo: CINDY NITSOS 
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Hume celebrate another goal. Photo: ANITA MILAS 


South thank fans. Photo: CINDY NITSOS 


Frank Lahana scores for Oakleigh. 
Photo:ANITA MILAS 


OAKLEIGH CANNONS 


1,Peter ZOIS Not one of his 
better games. One important 
save, probably could have 
done better with two of the 
goals. 6.0 
2.James CUMMINGS very solid all night. Rarely 
troubled. 7.0 

4 Ante CICAK quiet game, set up second goal 
pinpoint cross. 6.5 

6.Rama TAVSANCIOGLU shaky, a few miscued 
clearances. 5.5 
7.Bonel OBRADOVIC definitely not a standout. 
ade a goal-line block but didn't do much else 
besides dribbles from right back 6.0 
10.Ricky DIACO very lively hardworking first half, 
instinctive finish for first goal, well struck penalty 
or his second. Top effort from the burly striker. 
9.0 
12.Luke WALKER played his usual simple game, 
othing special. Booked for lunging at a 50-50 
ball late in first half, 6.5 
16.Frankie LAGANA several poor passes early 
on before settling into game. Well timed run from 
deep to score, went off late with a knock 7.5 
17.Shaun ONTONG clashed with Hume's midfield 
for the 90 minutes. Nothing really noteworthy. 
Passing radar was on. 6.0 
20.Ari DRAKOS relatively error free game from 
the left back, but caught out of position on occa- 
sions leaving Tavsancioglu exposed. 7.0 
21.Hayden DOYLE the source of Cannons’ at- 
tacking impetus. Stirling efforts creating the play in 
an advanced role. Deserved a goal. 8.0 

SUBS 
8.James ROBINSON came on for a 20 minute 
cameo, linked well with Doyle. 6.5 

19,.Dane MILOVANOVIC little time to really have 
an impact. — N/A 
15, Joshua GROENWALD unused N/A 
25.GOODWIN fancy footwork on too many occa- 
sions, outmuscled by larger opponents. 6.0 

35 NEESHAM unused N/A 


HUME CITY 


Hume City: 1. Lupce ACEVS- 
KI. Not a game to remember 
for personal performance. 
Very disappointing, should not 
ave been beaten for the first two goals and 
lacked confidence all night. 4.5 
2. Adam NAKIC. Solid game, nothing spec- 
acular. Beaten by Doyle probably a few too 
many times 6.5 
A, Mark PISTININZI. Aggressive game, a few 
eated moments. One or two barnstorming 
uns from the back. Could have been sent off. 
6.5 
6 Serdar PIR. Looked lost on occasions but 
produced several good challenges. 6.5 
7. \syan ERDOGAN. Had to handle Diaco, did 
quite well in fact. 6.5 
9, Pece SIVESKI. Sprayed a few too many 
passes. Looked good with ball in “the hole 
6.5 
10. Richie CARDOZO. Scored an absolute 
screamer. Another high quality game from the 
golden boot winner 8.0 
11, Andy VLAHOS. Good game from the play- 
er coach, Crosses were accurate and added an 
assist to a polished performance 8.0 
22. Phillip RICCOBENE. Moments of horror 
but in contrast, moments of quality 6.5 
25. Atila OFLI. Gave the Oakleigh defence a 
hard time. Never stopped running and could 
have had a hat-trick. Deserved both goals. 


31. Sam DEHANI. Had to redeem himself after 
a ridiculous foul to give away the penalty. Two 
ackles late in the game 5.5 

SUBSTITUTES: 13. Alex FLOREA. Did well off 
the bench- slipped the through ball for the win- 
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, 17, James RICCOBENE — on in stoppage 
time N/A 

18. Kenny GEROH unused N/A 

28. Ali TURGUT Unused N/A 

42. Cem CIL on in stoppage time N/A 
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Round 15 


“wee” One Nail in the Coffin for Albert Pn 


By Matthew Montgomery 


CF Brunswick 5 

FC Melbourne 3 

The first game to open the card of 
Round 15 saw Brunswick, who have 
made third position on the ladder their 
own, took on Melbourne who are in 
10th and who were still pumped after 
their hard fought win over Albert Park 
last week. 

There were some considerable inclusions 
and exclusions for both sides, as Bruns- 
wick were without their leading goal scor- 
er in Munya Nyadzayo and Melbourne 
gained the services of little midfield mae- 
stro, Fab De Britto. Brunswick’s hardened 
defender, Antonis Apostolakis, was the 
first to get on the score sheet as he rifled 
his toe poke past Harry Kitharidis. 

It was quite a milestone for Apostolakis 
who also claimed his first of the season. 
After taking the lead, the pressure seemed 
to be off the Brunswick lads as they added 
the next two goals through Danny Nga- 
luafe and Ruz Roslan for a 3-0 lead. But 
as always, in true Melbourne fashion, they 
bounced back as Mus Elorr’s thumping 
strike and Mael Guilliou’s goal-line tap in 
made it 3-2 at the break. 

The second half saw Brunswick gifted 
with a golden chance to extend their lead 
as Melbourne’s Chris Gospel hand-balled 
in the “D” resulting in Danny Ngaluafe 
stepping up for the penalty, in which he 
struck straight into Harry Kitharidis. 

Making up for his blunder, Gospel 
then stepped up and drilled his free kick 
through the opposing two-man wall and 
level the game at 3-3. With the momentum 
swinging heavily in Melbourne’s favour, 
Brunswick target-man, Mike Sharples, got 
his side back into the lead with two stun- 
ning strikes. With the score at 5-3, Gospel 
was again in the thick of the action as he 
was responsible for taking two of their 
2nd spot penalties. 

But he failed to capitalise as Red’s keep- 
er, Brendan Chen saved one and Gospel 
drove the second into the post. It was a 
solid performance by Brunswick who 
continue to punch out hard fought wins to 
consolidate their third position on the lad- 
der, while Melbourne will be ruing missed 
chances to get closer to the top 8. 


Ashburton FC 5 

FC Prahran fi 

The second game of the night saw 8th 
placed Ashburton take on Prahran who 
are 6th. . Ashburton’s regular keeper, 
Jamie Tran, was ruled out for the game 
with a shoulder injury during the week 
and in his place came Carlos Monuz, 
playing at his fourth club this season! 

Ravel Tavares also returned, along with 
debutant Ambroz Lleshaj. Prahran on the 
other hand were without defender Iman 
Arjomand, but in his place gained their 
former keeper, Dima Shakhanov, who 
was playing as a field player! The first 
half started brightly for Paul Vidic and 
his Ashburton side, as NIKE V-League 
top scorer, James Blackburn, tapped in 
his first for the night. But Ashburton’s 
lead was short lived as Prahran responded 
through their creative duo in Marcus Bar- 
bosa and Maxi Avram. 

But the biggest surprise was when their 
former keeper, Shakhanov, came off the 
bench to add his sides third. Just as Prah- 
ran looked to gain control of the game, 
Mark Burton completed a smart 1-2 with 
Tavares in the ‘D’ to make it 3-2 before 
half time. 

The second half saw more Prahran 
domination as Avram and Shakhanov got 
their second, while their tricky midfielder, 
Ahmed Muktar, made it 6-2 within min- 
utes. A Ben Armstrong own goal gave 
Ashburton a slight chance of a comeback, 


Pascoe Vale’s Ahmed Azzam can’t believe his luck 
as he scores with the last kick of the game. 


Fitzroy’s Richie Ferguson (L) and North’s Billy Mi- 
helakis have nothing but eyes for the ball. 


Brunswick’s Mike Sharples (M) celebrates one of 
his two game breaking second half goals. 


Balwyn’s match winner, Jason Barrientos (L) 
was dangerous every time he got near the ball. 


and their chance was again doubled as 
Blackburn bagged his second and made 
it 6-4. But as always, when Prahran are 
in trouble, they can always call on the 
ever reliable Maxi Avram, who was on 
hand to kill off the threat of Ashburton 
with his third. 

All there was left late in the game was a 
consolation goal for the ‘green machine’ 
through Moe Alghorabi. 

The 7-5 win for Prahran boosts their 
chances of playing cup football at sea- 
sons end, while Ashburton still lie dan- 
gerously close to the drop zone. 


Pascoe Vale FC 9 

FC Essendon 1 

The encounter between Pascoe Vale 
and Essendon was bound to bear an 
interesting result as ‘the reds’ who are 
enjoying a rich vein of form get to test 
where they are really at against the 
leagues current champions and sec- 
ond ranked side. 

It was a welcome return to the Es- 
sendon side for Dusan Bosnjak, while 
spiritual leader and league top scorer, 
Alex Stevanovic, was unavailable. Pas- 
coe Vale on the other hand had a full list 
of players as everyone was fighting fit. 
The first half didn’t start well for Essen- 
don who found themselves a goal down 
within the first two minutes, as Andre 
Caro exposed their sleeping defence. 

An Ernie Simsek double and Ahmed 
Azzam side footer followed soon after to 
give the black and whites a valuable 4-0 
lead and almost kill off any chance of an 
Essendon revival. But Hooman Shekari, 
leading the forward line for Essendon 
disagreed as he and Alex Husseini com- 
bined to make it 4-1 at half time. 

Joao Da Silva was the first to get on the 
score sheet in the second half for Pascoe 
Vale to extend their lead early on. Essen- 
don, who were copping a hiding from 
their superior opponents seemed to take 
a stand as they played a more man on 
man game style, shutting out the champs 
for a further 10 minutes. 

Da Silva then scored his second along 
with Azzam just after the half hour mark 
to further extend their lead to 7-1. 

With the game over, and with 30 sec- 
onds remaining on the clock, Pascoe 
Vale weren’t done as Caro and Azzam 
completed a match brace and hat trick 
respectively to rub more salt into Es- 
sendon’s wounds as they ran out 9-1 
winners. 

It was a disappointing performance 
from the reds who were seriously hurt- 
ing without Stevanovic in the side as 
Pascoe Vale sensed a good opportunity 
to boost their goal diffefence. Next week 


Essendon face more quality opposition 
in Prahran, let’s hope that their talisman 
will be available. 

All the while the Pascoe Vale train 
continues to gather pace, watching and 
waiting for North to drop valuable pre- 
miership points. 


North Melbourne FC 8 

Fitzroy FC 3 

The next two sides to do battle in the 
pressure cooker that is the NIKE V- 
League saw ladder leaders North 
Melbourne accept the challenge of 4th 
placed Fitzroy. 

An encounter that the Pascoe Vale boys 
from the previous game had a lot of in- 
terest in. For the top four clash, North 
had lost Fernando De Moraes but gained 
their solid enforcer in Colby Waterfield. 
Fitzroy saw two of their more important 
players in Richie Ferguson and Lucas 
Johns return to the line up after they 
were badly missed in last weeks loss to 
Hume. 

As both sides began the first half by 
getting a feel for each others game 
styles, it was Fitzroy who raced to the 
lead as young striker, Johnny Nikola- 
koudis latched onto Shayan Rashidi’s 
long ball and coolly slotted underneath 
an advancing Christos Apostolakis. 

Although the underdogs had the lead, 
Johhny Niko’s opener seemed to awaken 
the sleeping giant that is North as they 
piled on the next three goals through 
Tiago Priori, Jon Barrientos and Colby 
Waterfield to make it 3-1 at the break. 
To continue North’s momentum into the 
second half, Adam Cooper claimed his 
first of the game as he slotted past Steve 
Cuce with the outside of his right boot. 

But the game would take an amazing 
twist when Fitzroy’s captain, Shayan 
Rashidi, sent a 100 k/m rocket into the 
top left corner from the half way line, 
sending the crowd into a frenzy and 
giving his team mates a sense that they 
were a chance for a major upset. 

After some really congested play, and 
taking it to the title favourites, Fitzroy’s 
spirit was all but broken when North 
scored two from questionable Referee- 
ing decisions as Barrientos and Hara 
Yoshinao made it 6-2. Young Lucas 
Johns then added his sides third by get- 
ting past Yoshinao to put some pres- 
sure on North in the latter stages of the 
game. 

But it was to be of no avail as Bar- 
rientos’ hat trick and Cooper’s double 
completed North’s comfortable 8-3 
score line. Fitzroy could feel a little dis- 
heartened as the refs had a major influ- 
ence at crucial points in the game, but as 


the say “that’s football” and you have to 
take the good with the bad. 

Fitzroy will need to regroup before 
next week when they take on a falter- 
ing Ashburton. A game which they will 
highly fancy their chances. 


Metropolitan FC 7 

Hume FC 2 

The next game at 9:30 saw Metropoli- 
tan in 7th take on a Hume side who 
are desperate to get out of the relega- 
tion zone in 9th. 

Metropolitan made a few new inclu- 
sions, one being keeper Dardan Djokaj 
as back up for Yane Coceski and the 
other being ‘the incredible one’ Ivan 
Zilic who has been missing for a num- 
ber of weeks. Hume on the other hand 
brought in keeper Fethi Goren to replace 
the injured Con Makris and striker Elias 
Tsintzas also returned to the line up after 
a few weeks on the side-line. 

The first half began with Metro’s top 
scorer, Alija Redzepovic, rounding 
Goren and coolly tapping in. Then mo- 
ments after, Hume front man, Haider 
Noor, levelled the game with a well- 
placed side footer from distance. The 
last three goals of the half were added 
by Redzepovic brothers, Dino and Alija, 
who completed his first half hat trick and 
made it 4-1 before half time. Hume had 
their chances to draw closer as Tsintzas 
blasted against the post late in the half. 

Metro’s Jusuf Avdic also suffered the 
same fate. Ivan Zilic capped off his 
return to league action with a classic 
goal at the opening of the second half 
by getting around Fethi and tapping in. 
Elias Tsintzas brought the score back to 
5-2 with a well-timed strike from Meh- 
met Parlak’s corner, a beautiful goal to 
watch! Possibly even one of the goals of 
the week. 

But from that point on it was the 
continuation of the “Alija Show” as 
he scored his 4th and Sth goals for the 
match. It was quite a dominant display 
from the sky blues, but they can con- 
sider themselves quite lucky as (like the 
first half) Hume were denied by the post 
on two occasions. It just seemed that the 
football gods weren’t smiling down on 
Hume on this occasion. They will just 
have to make their own luck when they 
take on bottom of the ladder side Albert 
Park next week. 


Albert Park FC 3 
FC Balwyn 9 
To complete the card for round 15 for 
this 2011 season, we were graced with 
the game which the final result would 
have the greatest impact on the lad- 


der as 12th ranked Albert Park | 
on Balwyn in 11th. 

Albert Park, as always, had the revolv- 
ing door working over time as a mot | 


V-League Standings 


of changes were made. Former keeper, Pe Ps 
Fadi Qunqar, made a return since his Baye etoume FC paete ee 
last game in round 9, live-wire forward 2Pascoe Nels Re IDE | SPP Si i ae 
Andrew Nabbout, debutant Juan Munoz 3 CF Brunswick 15.915 91 78 13 28 
and manager Alex Arreggin also took to 4 Fitzroy FC 15816 82 74 8 2 
the pitch. 5 FC Prahran 15 726 92 6925923 

As for their opponents, Balwyn, they 6 Metropolitan FC 14725 84 8 1 23 
went for a more solid approach, going / FC Essendon 15 7 17 82111 -29 22 
in unchanged after last weeks unlucky 8 Ashburton FC 15 5 28 82100-1817 
3-3 draw with Metro last week. Almost 9 Hume FC 15 4 110 72 95 -23 13 
the first major play after the first whistle, 10 FC Melbourne 14 419 52 76 -2413 
Balwyn captain, Tony Imeri, opened his 11 FC Balwyn 15 3 111 56 75-1996 
sides’ account with a clever assist from 12 Albert Park FC 15 1 113 67 122-55 4 


nippy forward Rob Zadwarny. 

Andrew Nabbout almost equalised for | 
Albert Park but the post kept him out. 
Balwyn’s Tony Saric was also denied by 
both the post AND crossbar with very 
fine strikes at that! But the post wasn’t 
going to keep Jason Barrientos from 
scoring as he added two goals scored 
through sheer individual brilliance. 

With the half drawing to a close, 
Nabbout gave ‘the oranges’ a fighting 
chance in the do-or- die- clash when 
he saw keeper Frano Saric off his line 
and simply thumped the ball out of his 
reach. In the second half, Albert Park’s 
good fortune continued as player/man- 
ager Alex Arreggin combined with Mili 
Muratbegovic to make it 3-2 and really 
shift this game into gear. But similar to 
the first half, when the pressure was on, 
Jason Barrientos stepped up and added 
a further two game-breaking brace to 
take his match tally to four goals and the 
game score to 5-2. 

Rob Zadwarny then got his first of the 
game as he was set up by an impres- 
sive mid-air back-heel in which his 
shot rebounded off Qungar and into the 
net. In a strange turn of events, Albert 
Park were then given a slim life line as 
Balwyn’s keeper, Frano Saric, went to 
clear the ball — only to send it straight 
into his brother Mark and rebound in for 
an own goal! Soon after, Rob Zadwarny 
completed his hat trick and Tony Saric 
thumped past an uninterested Qungar 
who made no attempt to stop the goal 
bound strike. The 9-3 score line was a 
just result as it clearly showed their in- 
tent to survive and play cup Futsal in the 
states best indoor competition. Albert 
Park are now almost certainly doomed 
for the State League. If they are any 
chance to survive, they will have to re- 
ally pull a rabbit out of the hat to catch 
Balwyn who are now 6 points ahead of 
them. 


- 6:30 CF Brunswick v FC Melbourne 

+ 7:15 Ashburton FC v FC Prahran 

- 8:00 Pascoe Vale FC v FC Essendon 
- 8:45 Nth Melbourne FC v Fitzroy FC 
+ 9:30 Metropolitan FC v Hume FC 

+ 10:15 Albert Park FC v FC Balwyn 


NIKE V-LEAGUE RESULTS 
Round 15 Wed Aug 1 


NIKE V-LEAGUE ROUND 16 
Wed Aug 17th 


- 6:30 FC Essendon v FC Prahran 

- 7:15 CF Brunswick v FC Balwyn 

- 8:00 Pascoe Vale FC v FC Melbourne 

- 8:45 Nth Melbourne FC v Metropolitan FC 
- 9:30 Ashburton FC v Fitzroy FC 

+ 10:15 Albert Park FC v Hume FC 


| NIKE V-LEAGUE Top Goal Scorers 


1) A. Stevanovic FCE 31 
2) J. Blackburn AFC 31 
M. Nyadzayo CFB 27 
4) A. Redzepovic Metro FC 27 
5) M. Avram FCP 27 


Catch 
The Futbol Town Show 
every Tuesday 7pm on 
C31 and C44Digital 


Photos By 
MATT MONTGOMERY 


INNER C 


Monday 15th August 


‘s Alanic VPL 


Alanic VPL Final Standings 


Alanic VPL Finals Series - Week 


Green Gully Cavaliers 
Oakleigh Cannons 


Hume City 


South Melbourne 


Heidelberg Utd 
Northcote City 


Richmond Eagles 
Bentleigh Greens 
Dandenong Thunder 
Melbourne Knights 


p 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 


W 
Le 
is 
2 
12 
12 
11 
a 
10 
12 

8 


Yoho tao A 


D 


NOONONONN 


9 


51 
41 
48 
39 
D8 
61 
34 
34 
43 
39 


29 
29 
a2 
33 
26 
3/7 
38 
34 
ae 
33 


L F A PT 


43 
43 
42 
41 
40 


36 
35 
31 


QUALIFYING FINAL 
Oakleigh Cannons v South Melbourne 


PRELIMINARY FINAL 
Green Gully v Hume City 


VPL finals fixtures details were not supplied at the time of going to press. 


Please check the FFV website for details. 


We apologise for any inconvenience to our readers. 


Under 21s Final Table 


South Melbourne 
Melbourne Knights 
Hume City 

Oakleigh Cannons 
Green Gully Cavaliers 
Northcote City 
Heidelberg Utd 
Richmond 

VTC Football 
Dandenong Thunder 
Bentleigh Greens 


Springvale White Eagles 


St Albans Saints 


P W DLFAGDPt 
2416 4 4 49 25 52 
2414 6 4 68 31 48 
2415 3 6 63 28 48 
23.13 5 5 63 34 44 
23.11 6 6 45 29 39 
23.11 3 9 48 36 36 
23 10 4 9 43 41 34 
24 9 3 12 43 61 30 
22 9 1 12 40 54 28 
24 7 3 14 36 52 24 
24 6 5 13 41 55 23 
24 5 217 34 86 17 
24 2 5172566 8 


Congratulations to South Melbourne for 
wiining the VPL Under 21 championship 
for Season 2011. 


Keep an eye out for the annual GW Kiss My 
Grass Souvenir edition, due out on Mon- 
day 19th September, to grab your souvenir 
poster. 


Mens Metropolitan League North-West: Keon Park 5 North- 
em Utd 1, Light Utd 1 Mitchell Rangers 0, Bundoora Utd 3 
(A Nikoloski M Jovanovski M Almarhoun) Sunshine Heights 
Western Tigers FC 1, Keilor Wolves 1 Oak Park SC 1, Res: 
Keon Park 5 Northern Utd 1, Light Utd 7 Mitchell Rangers 3 
(C Maidment M Elorr 2), Bundoora Utd 4 Sunshine Heights 
Western Tigers FC 1, Keilor Wolves 3 Oak Park SC 2, 


Mens Metropolitan League South-East: Dandenong 
Warriors 3 Ringwood City 0, St Kevins 0 Harrisfield Hur- 
ricanes 1, Sandown Lions FC 2 Dandenong Wolves 0, 
Aston Athletic Football Club 1 Glen Waverley 2, Parkmore 3 
Endeavour Hills 1, Old Mentonians 3 Old Haileybury 2 Res: 
Dandenong Warriors 3 Ringwood City 2, St Kevins 3 Harris- 
field Hurricanes 8, Sandown Lions FC Dandenong Wolves 
, Aston Athletic Football Club 2 Glen Waverley 3, Parkmore 
3 Endeavour Hills 2, Old Mentonians 9 Old Haileybury 3 


Mens Metropolitan League Central: Melbourne Lions 2 
Altona North 2, Albert Park 2 Yarra Jets 0, North Lions 1 Man- 
ningham 2 (T Da Silva 2), Moonee Valley Knights 2 Caulfield 
Grammarians 5 Res: Melbourne Lions 5 Altona North 5, Albert 
Park 6 Yarra Jets 0, North Lions 1 Manningham 1 (T Hatz- 
ilepos), Moonee Valley Knights 3 Caulfield Grammarians 2 


Womens State League Div 1: Monbulk Rangers SC 2 
(A Mckillen M Deboer) Uni. of Melbourne 1, Cairnlea 7 
(T Hussein 2 D Mutluel 3 N Ozcan K Theodorou) Brigh- 
ton 2, South Springvale 3 South Yarra 2 Res: Monbulk 
Rangers SC 2 (N Cranston 2) Uni. of Melbourne 1, 
Cairnlea 8 Brighton 0, South Springvale 1 South Yarra 2 


Womens State League Div 2 North-West: North Geelong 
Warriors 1 (M Medved) La Trobe University 3, Keilor Park 0 FC 
Bulleen Lions 3 (C Dalla Costa M Simonetti S Hesse), Western 
Eagles 4 (A Kezovska 2 C Sliwinski E Attard) Whittlesea Rang- 
es FC 1, Brunswick Zebras 2 (GA Colla T Thomas) Yarra Jets 4 


Womens State League Div 2 South-East: Moorool- 
bark 3 (N Carusi A D’Ortenzio 2) Box Hill United Py- 
thagoras SC 1, Mornington 2 (J Van Stekelenburg A 
Schuchardt) Ashburton 2, North Caulfield 2 (S Moskow- 
itz 2) Berwick City 2, Noble Park 1 Sandringham SC 5, 


Womens State League Div 3 North-West: Eltham Redback 
FC 10 (S Lockhart 2 AN Giuliani M Parker S Abu Awad KM 
Hodgson 4 S Famularo) Uni. of Melbourne 0, Melbourne 
Knights 4 (C Sikic 3 S Sikic) Melton 0, Brunswick City 0 
Diamond Valley Utd 1, Whittlesea Zebras 0 Sunshine George 
Cross 3, Old Carey 0 Boroondara Eagles 12 (A Townshend 3 
E Defina 3 A Vakalopoulos 2 J Walter M Smith Own Goal 2) 


Womens State League Div 3 South-East: Ashbur- 
ton 0 Knox City 2, South Melbourne 4 Monash Univer- 
sity 1 (L Arand), Dandenong City 1 Endeavour Utd 6 


Womens Metropolitan League North- 
West: West Preston 4 Watsonia Heights 0, 
Womens Metropolitan League South- 
East: Skye Utd 4 Keysborough 0 


Womens Metropolitan League Central: Elwood City 
0 Fitzroy City 3, Brunswick Zebras 0 Keilor Park 4 


Womens Metropolitan League East- North East: Eltham Red- 
back FC 1 Boroondara Eagles 2, Mooroolbark 0 FC Bulleen Lions 
12 (K Maddafferi S Laratta 2 A Hiotis 3 C Sandona 2 K Bravo A 
Benifer Own Goal 2), Deakin Lions FC 1 La Trobe University 0, 


Mens Thirds League Div 1: Old  Xaver- 
ians 10 DOC Utd 0, Marcellin Old Collegians 1 Doveton 2 


Mens Thirds League Div 2 North-West: Plenty Val- 
ley Lions 3 Northcote City 2, Melbourne University 2 
Moreland City 0, La Trobe University 1 (D Berends) 
Gisborne 2, Keilor Park 2 (A El Dib 2) FC Strathmore 3 


Mens Thirds League Div 2 South-East: Riversdale 3 
Whitehorse Utd 1, RMIT Redbacks 2 Scotch Old Boys 2 


Mens Thirds League Div 3 North-West: Brimbank 
Stallions 7 La Trobe University 1, Fawkner 2 Al 
tona City 1, Uni. of Melbourne 5 Eltham Redback FC 3, 


Mens Thirds League Div 3 South-East: Old Camber- 
well Grammar 1 South Yarra 5, Bayside Argonauts 4 
Monash University 0, Beaumaris 0 Central Park Rang- 
ers 2 1, Old Xaverians 4 Central Park Rangers 1 0 


Mens Thirds League Div 4 North-West: Uni. of Mel- 
bourne 1 1 Altona City 4, Melbourne Bears 7 Melbourne 
University 0, Watsonia Heights 8 Moreland Wolves 1, 


Mens Thirds League Div 4 South-East: Elwood 
City 1 Marcellin Old Collegians 0, Middle Park FC 2 
Scotch Old Boys 3, Ashburton 2 Caulfield Cobras 4, 


Thirds 
West 


North- 
Jets 2, 


Mens 
West: 


League Div 5 
Preston 3 Tullamarine 


Mens Thirds League Div 5 South-East: RMIT Red- 
backs 11 Old Brighton Grammarians 4, East Bentleigh 6 (E 
Anker D Balamatsias J Shaw 3 Z Szulman) Keysborough 7 


Mens Thirds League Div 6 North-West: Old Xaverians 4 
Hoppers Crossing 0, Brimbank Stallions 2 Sunbury Utd 2, 


Mens Thirds League Div 6 South-East: Beaumaris 0 Brigh- 
ton 3, Old Scotch SC 0 Doveton 2, Skye Utd 2 Box Hill United 
Pythagoras SC 3, Sandringham SC 2 2 Old Mentonians 4 


Mens Masters North-North-East: Ashburton 2 Glen Wa- 
verley 0, Monash City 1 Box Hill United Pythagoras SC 1, 


Mens Masters South-East: White Star Dandenong 
3 Kingston City 10, Beaumaris 1 Caulfield Cobras 3, 


Mens Masters Central: Middle Park FC 3 Northcote City 3 


Mens Metropolitan League North-West 
PW DL F APT 
Bundoora Utd 1610 3 3 50 21 33 


Sunshine Heights Western Tigers FC 16 9 1 6 26 23 28 


Light Utd 16 8 2 6 34 24 26 
Tullamarine Jets 15 7 2 6 46 30 23 
Oak Park SC 16 6 5 5 24 22 23 
Keon Park 16 8 1 7 31 42 22 
Keilor Wolves 16 5 3 8 27 36 18 
Mitchell Rangers 15 3 3 9 20 31 12 
Northern Utd 16 3 4 9 20 49 10 
Mens Metropolitan League North-West Reserves 


PW ODL F APT 


Tullamarine Jets 14.12 0 2 63 25 36 


Oak Park SC 1611 1 4 54 30 34 
Keilor Wolves 1610 1 5 74 34 31 
Bundoora Utd 15 9 1 5 47 28 28 


Sunshine Heights Western Tigers FC 16 6 3 7 37 32 21 
Light Utd 16 5 3 8 46 56 18 
Mitchell Rangers 15 4 3 8 41 59 15 


Northern Utd 16 3 12 26 86 10 
Keon Park 16 3 12 24 62 7 
Mens Metropolitan League South-East 

PW ODL F APT 
Harrisfield Hurricanes 18 15 0 3 43 19 45 
Aston Athletic Football Club 18 11 3 4 49 30 36 
Dandenong Warriors 1812 2 4 84 26 32 
Sandown Lions FC 1710 2 5 42 26 32 
Glen Waverley 1810 1 7 47 26 31 
Old Mentonians 1810 1 7 51 38 31 
Ringwood City 16 7 4 5 26 27 25 
St Kevins 18 7 2 9 35 32 23 
Dandenong Wolves 18 5 310 34 70 15 
Old Haileybury 18 2 4 12 20 59 10 
Parkmore 17 2 2133470 8 
Endeavour Hills 18 3 0 15 2870 6 
Mens Metropolitan League South-East Reserves 

PW DL F APT 
Glen Waverley 1813 2 3 51 30 41 
Dandenong Warriors 17 14 1 2 75 24 40 
Harrisfield Hurricanes 1712 3 2 59 28 39 
Sandown Lions FC 1710 3 4 46 25 32 
Old Mentonians 18 8 3 7 41 38 27 
Ringwood City 16 8 1 7 41 33 25 
Aston Athletic Football Club 18 6 5 7 36 43 23 
St Kevins 18 6 2 10 28 47 20 
Parkmore 17 5 2 10 27 41 17 
Dandenong Wolves 18 5 2 11 55 64 16 
Endeavour Hills 18 3 2 13 36 62 11 
Old Haileybury 18 0 4 14 28 88 4 


Mens Metropolitan League Central 

PW DL F APT 
Albert Park 1613 1 2 59 26 40 
North Lions 1610 3 3 37 24 33 
Altona North 16 9 3 4 33 24 30 
Manningham 16 9 1 6 49 29 28 
Melbourne Lions 16 8 2 6 38 36 26 
Yarra Jets 16 8 1 7 31 35 22 
Caulfield Grammarians 16 4 1 11 29 47 13 
Carlton Youth 16 2 113 2649 7 
Moonee Valley Knights 16 2 113 23 55 7 
Mens Metropolitan League Central Reserves 

PW DL F APT 
Albert Park 1615 0 1 62 16 45 
Manningham 1610 4 2 46 19 34 
North Lions 16 7 6 3 30 23 27 
Melbourne Lions 16 7 2 7 49 45 23 
Altona North 16 5 5 6 36 42 20 
Caulfield Grammarians 16 5 3 8 30 46 18 
Carlton Youth 15 4 2 9 28 42 14 
Yarra Jets 15 3 2 10 25 44 11 
Moonee Valley Knights 16 3 013 2655 9 
Ascot Vale 0000 0 
Womens State League Div “ 

PW DL F APT 
Cairnlea 15 11. 3 1 60 14 36 
Monbulk Rangers SC 15 9 4 240 10 31 
Ballarat Lady Devils 14.9 4 «1 44 17 31 
Preston Lions 14 8 5 1 37 12 29 
Uni. of Melbourne 15 9 1 5 45 20 28 
South Yarra 14.3 4 7 22 3213 
South Springvale 14.3 4 7 26 37 13 
Albert Park 14 3 3 8 17 38 12 
Brighton 15 3 0121144 9 
Bayswater Strikers 14 0 014 987 0 
Womens State — League Div 1 Reserves 

PW DL F APT 
Monbulk Rangers SC 1513 1 148 4 40 
Ballarat Lady Devils 1410 3 170 9 33 
Preston Lions 1410 1 3 52 20 31 
Cairnlea 1510 0 5 55 31 30 
Uni. of Melbourne 15 7 2 6 34 24 23 
South Springvale 14 6 0 8 24 34 18 
Brighton 15 5 0 10 19 35 15 
South Yarra 14 4 0 10 12 59 12 
Albert Park 142 111 14 43 «7 
Bayswater Strikers 14 1 013 11 80 3 
Womens State League Div 2 North-West 

PW DL F APT 
FC Bulleen Lions 1514 0 156 6 42 
Western Eagles 1412 0 256 8 36 
Keilor Park 15 8 1 6 37 31 25 
Yarra Jets 15 7 2 6 40 35 23 
La Trobe University 15 6 4 5 30 17 22 
North Geelong Warriors 15 7 1 7 34 30 19 
Darebin Falcons 146 1 7 27 37 19 
Brunswick Zebras 143 2 917 25 11 
Western Suburbs 141 4 91353 7 
Whittlesea Ranges FC 15 1 1132189 4 
Womens State League Div 2 South-East 

PW DL F APT 
Sandringham SC. 1411 0 3 51 16 33 
Mooroolbark 1310 1 247 17 31 
Mornington 12.9 1241 6 28 
Berwick City 138 1 4 39 23 25 
Ashburton 135 3 5 38 23 18 
North Caulfield 13 5 2 6 45 30 17 
Box Hill United Pythagoras SC 14 4 2 8 33 35 14 
Noble Park 13.1 012 15 81 3 
Whitehorse Utd 13.1 012 88 3 
Womens State League Div 3 _ North-West 

PW DL F APT 
Boroondara Eagles 1312 1 0 76 11 37 
Eltham Redback FC 15 11 1 3 63 10 34 
Melbourne Knights 1510 1 4 49 22 31 
Melton 15 8 2 5 35 28 26 
Diamond Valley Utd 14 7 2 5 23 15 23 
Old Carey 14.6 1 7 40 37 19 
Sunshine George Cross 15 3 8 4 37 37 17 
Brunswick City 15 5 2 8 36 50 17 
Whittlesea Zebras 15 1014 491 3 
Uni. of Melbourne 15 0 2131274 2 


Womens State League Div 3 
PW OD 
South Melbourne 14 13 0 
Croydon City Arrows 1412 0 
Monash University 1410 1 
Dandenong City 1a) 7% 2! 
Langwarrin 13 7 1 
Ashburton 147 4 
Endeavour Utd 15 4 2 
Knox City 13°22 
Kingston City 1421 
Baxter 1410 
Womens Metropolitan League 
PW OD 
West Preston 13.12 1 
Altona City 127 3 
Mitchell Rangers 12 7 -3 
Plenty Valley Lions 16 1 
Kyneton District 164 ~°0 
Darebin Falcons 12 3 3 
Gisborne 12.3 1 
Watsonia Heights 133 1 
Fawkner 12.1 3 
Womens Metropolitan League 
PW OD 
Casey Comets 1414 0 
Sandringham SC 14 8 1 
Mornington 148 1 
Berwick City 14.8 0 
Beaumaris 14 6 2 
Bayside Argonauts 14.4 2 
Skye Utd 15 3 1 
Keysborough 15 2 1 
Womens Metropolitan League 
PW OD 
Fitzroy City 1411 1 
Port Melbourne 1311 1 
South Melbourne 13.7 2 
Brunswick Zebras 14 6 3 
Maribyrnong Swifts FC 145 2 
Elwood City 15 5 1 
Keilor Park 15 5 1 
Yarra Jets 1401 
Womens Metropolitan League East - 
PWOD 
Boroondara Eagles 15 14 1 
FC Bulleen Lions 15 14 0 
Monbulk Rangers SC 13 6 2 
Eltham Redback FC 15 6 2 
La Trobe University 15 6 1 
Monash University 14 6 1 
Deakin Lions FC 15 6 0 
Swinburne University 143 4 
Mooroolbark 142 4 
Croydon City Arrows 140 3 
Mens Thirds League 
PW OD 
South Yarra 14 11 0 
Altona Lions 1410 1 
Old Xaverians 15 9 3 
Dandenong Thunder 149 3 
Bayside Argonauts 14 8 1 
Marcellin Old Collegians 16 6 2 
La Trobe University 14 5 2 
Doveton 155 0 
Cleeland Utd 143 0 
DOC Utd 15 0 0 
Mens Thirds League Div 2 
PWD 
Melbourne University 138 1 
Gisborne 12.7 3 
Northcote City 14 8 0 
Keilor Park 147 1 
La Trobe University 13,6 4 
Moreland City 13.5.4 
FC Strathmore 143 3 
Plenty Valley Lions 13.2 4 
Sporting Whittlesea FC 821 
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South-East Mens Thirds League Div 2 South-East 
LF APT PW DL F APT 
1 73 10 39 Old Melburnians 14 9 3 2 48 22 30 
2 35 10 36 Scotch Old Boys 15 8 6 151 26 30 
355 9 31 Brandon Park 14 8 6 0 35 17 30 
6 35 34 23 RMIT Redbacks 14 8 3 349 26 27 
5 31 22 22 South Yarra 14 7 5 2 35 14 26 
6 32 35 22 Monash University 14 4 5 5 30 29 17 
9 31 44 14 Riversdale 15 4 1 10 20 49 13 
915 32 8 Melbourne University 14 3 2 9 22 40 11 
112 60 7 Whitehorse Utd 15 2 1121857 7 
3.972 3 Boroondara Eagles 13 1 21018 46 5 
North-West Mens Thirds League Div 3 North-West 
LF APT P WD ULF APT 
073 9 37 Altona City 1514 0 1 81 17 42 
2 34 17 24 Fawkner 15 11 3 1 46 18 36 
2 28 14 24 Brimbank Stallions 15 7 3 5 49 31 24 
4 37 22 19 Kyneton District 13 6 4 3 33 21 22 
7 24 22 12 Upfield 14 6 3 5 31 40 21 
6 22 49 12 Hoppers Crossing 14. 5 2 7 29 37 17 
8 20 38 10 Eltham Redback FC 14.3 4 7 25 35 13 
9 22 45 10 La Trobe University 14.4 1 9 25 47 13 
8 852 6 Uni. of Melbourne 14 3 2 9 28 45 11 
Melton 14 1 0131470 3 
South-East 
L F APT Mens Thirds League Div 3 South-East 
0119 6 42 PW DULL F APT 
5 37 33 25 Old Xaverians 15 11 3 1 40 12 36 
5 34 30 25 Dandenong Thunder 1410 3 1 66 23 33 
6 39 33 24 South Yarra 15 9 3 351 17 30 
6 40 56 20 Bayside Argonauts 15 7 3 5 32 26 24 
8 37 60 14 Beaumaris 15 6 3 6 27 2121 
1 30 65 10 Central Park Rangers 2 15 6 2 7 28 35 20 
2 13 66 7 Monash University 15 5 2 8 24 38 17 
Old Melburnians 14.5 2 7 20 37 17 
Central Old Camberwell Grammar 15 2 211 2048 8 
L F APT Central Park Rangers 1 15 1113 960 4 
253 9 34 
1 44 14 34 Mens Thirds League Div 4 _— North-West 
4 47 24 23 P WD LF APT 
5 49 31 21 Altona City 1514 0 177 19 42 
7 20 33 17 Melbourne Bears 15 11 1 3 56 20 33 
9 24 30 16 North Sunshine Eagles 14.8 2 4 36 18 25 
9 26 28 13 Diamond Valley Utd 14 7 1 6 29 29 22 
3.296 1 Watsonia Heights 14 6 1 7 34:31 19 
Uni. of Melbourne 1 14 5 3 6 32 33 18 
Gisborne 14.6 0 8 25 29 18 
North East Uni. of Melbourne 2 14 5 0 9 30 45 15 
LF APT Moreland Wolves 15 2 2112565 8 
0 43 10 43 Melbourne University 15 2 21417 72 8 
165 9 42 
5 15 18 20 Mens Thirds League Div 4 South-East 
7 20 28 20 PW DL F APT 
8 37 26 19 Elwood City 1513 0 2 69 21 39 
7 19 20 19 Middle Park FC 15 11 0 4 62 25 33 
9 25 35 18 Caulfield Cobras 15 9 2 4 42 32 29 
7 20 30 13 Old Melburnians 14 8 2 4 42 32 26 
8 15 51 10 Scotch Old Boys 14 7 2 5 27 27 23 
11143 3 Marcellin Old Collegians 15 6 3 6 30 29 21 
Monash University 14.5 1 8 35 44 16 
Div 1 Old Camberwell Grammar 14.3 4 7 17 39 13 
LF APT Old Trinity Grammarians 14 2 0 12 18 52 6 
3.49 12 33 Ashburton 14 0 21217 58 2 
3 48 23 31 
3 53 19 30 Mens Thirds League Div 5 North-West 
2 52 21 30 P WD LF APT 
5 56 31 25 Sydenham Park 1210 1 1 87 14 31 
7 20 29 20 Essendon Utd 13,7 4 24217 25 
737 2917 Epping City 138 1 4 38 24 25 
10 27 55 15 Caimlea 137 2 4 44 35 23 
1130 66 9 Western Eagles 12 5 4 341 26 19 
15 14101 0 Altona Magic 13.5 3 5 21 21 18 
Tullamarine Jets 13.3 2 8 2955 11 
North-West West Preston 132 1101957 7 
LF APT Uni. of Melbourne 12 1 011 19 91 
4 33 24 25 
2 35 17 24 Mens Thirds League Div 5 South-East 
6 42 38 24 P WD ULF APT 
6 42 28 22 Frankston Pines 1411 2 1 76 27 35 
3 32 30 22 Sandringham SC 1410 3 1 63 25 33 
7 21 34 16 Bunyip & District Soccer Club 14 8 3 3 51 26 27 
8 27 39 12 Warragul Utd 137 4 2 48 30 25 
7 21 40 10 Keysborough 15 6 3 6 52 51 21 
51619 4 RMIT Redbacks 14.5 3 6 47 46 18 
Old Brighton Grammarians 14 4 6 4 38 39 18 
Eltham Redback FC 14 2 111 1456 7 
East Bentleigh 14 2 111 28 82 7 
Old Carey 14 2 0122055 6 


Follow us on: 


facebook 
cwitter 


Mens Thirds League Div 6 North-West 
PW ODL F APT 
Heidelberg Eagles SC 14 11 3 0 47 15 36 
Old Xaverians 15 9 3 341 21 30 
Old Melburnians 14 9 1 4 49 25 28 
Kyneton District 14.9 0 5 31 16 27 
Moreland Utd 14 7 2 5 37 25 23 
Bayside Argonauts 14 6 1 7 24 34 19 
Heidelberg Stars 14 5 3 6 40 46 18 
Sunbury Utd 15 5 2 8 33 35 17 
Brimbank Stallions 15 5 2 8 26 35 17 
Hoppers Crossing 15 4 1 10 39 53 13 
Scotch Old Boys 14.3 4 7 19 37 13 
Melbourne University 14 2 012 16 60 6 
Mens Thirds League Div 6 South-East 
PW ODL F APT 
Box Hill United Pythagoras SC 14 12 1 1 51 15 37 
Endeavour Utd 14 9 2 3 48 19 29 
Skye Utd 15 8 4 3 60 36 28 
Doveton 14 9 4 1 40 18 28 
Seaford Utd 14 8 3 3 42 23 27 
Old Mentonians 15 7 1 7 43 46 22 
Sandringham SC 1 14 6 1 7 34 30 19 
Brighton 15 5 2 8 35 37 17 
Sandringham SC 2 15 5 0 10 28 41 15 
Beaumaris 15 4 0 11 26 54 12 
Ringwood City 13 2 1102171 7 
Old Scotch SC 14.1 1121250 4 
Mens Masters North-West 
PW ODL F APT 
Sporting Whittlesea FC 1310 2 1 45 16 32 
Whittlesea Utd 137 3 331 21 24 
Keilor Wolves 14.7 3 4 37 28 24 
North Sunshine Eagles 14.6 3 5 33 22 21 
Moreland City 12 5 1 6 32 22 16 
Brimbank Stallions 13 4 4 5 18 24 16 
Oak Park SC 13 2 3 82159 9 
Whittlesea Zebras 12.1 110 934 4 
Mens Masters North-North-East 
PW DULL F APT 
Monash City 13.11 0 2 46 17 30 
Ashburton 15 7 2 6 31 31 23 
DOC Utd 14.7 1 6 33 26 22 
Box Hill United Pythagoras SC 13 6 1 6 20 19 19 
Eltham Redback FC 14 5 0 9 25 38 15 
Glen Waverley 13 2 2 91539 8 
Mens Masters South-East 
PW ODL F APT 
North Caulfield 13 9 1 3 54 25 28 
Doveton 12 9 1 243 17 28 
Bentleigh Greens 13 7 4 2 39 16 25 
Caulfield Cobras 13.7 4 2 40 24 25 
Beaumaris 13 6 2 5 37 25 20 
Bayside Argonauts 135 1 7 34 39 16 
Kingston City 13.4 1 8 41 46 13 
White Star Dandenong 132 2 92458 8 
Brighton 131 0121173 3 
Mens Masters Central 
PW ODL F APT 
Fitzroy City 13.12 0 1 72 21 36 
South Yarra 12 11. 0 1 67 16 33 
Malvern City 12, 7 0 5 50 37 21 
Collingwood City 12 6 2 4 30 25 20 
Northcote City 12 5 3 4 39 34 18 
Middle Park FC 14 5 3 6 40 41 18 
Juventus Old Boys 13 4 2 7 39 42 14 
FC Clifton Hill 12 1 011 26 83 0 
Banyule City 12 0 0 12 25 89 0 
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FREE 
Download 


® 
mcr Elastoplast 
wo, astoplas 
@ JiMEDICINE 
AUSTRALIAN ” AUSTRALIA 
INSTITUTE OF SPORT SAFER SPORT PROGRAMME 


Beleredort customer Service: 1800 269 933 toll free 


® = Reg. tm. Beiersdort AG Always read the label. Use only as directed. If symptoms persist see your healthcare practitioner. 
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